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PREFACE. 



A CHEAP and portable guide-book seems a fitting 
accompaniment to a cheap tour; and the Editor haft 
endeavoured to produce one which shall fulfil this 
purpose, while it directs the attention of the traveller 
to all that is worth seeing. Superfluous description has 
been avoided, the object of the work being merely to 
denote the leading points, and thus not to encumber the 
tourist with unnecessary remarks which entail a more 
or less bulky volume. 
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GENERAL OUTLINE. 

There are few rivers, either in Great Britain or foreign 
countries, which can show such successive and continuous 
beauty throughout their whole courses as does the Wye 
(British gwy^ water) during the 160m. of its career from 
the Montgomeryshire mountains to the Bristol Channel. 
From its source to its mouth there is not a single mile of 
vkiommonplace or unattractive scenery, while in many 
portions we meet with a grandeur and boldness that 
recall the banks of the Khine or the Danube. Even 
in its quieter intervals, the Wye, freed from the fretful 
shallows that mark its progress through the Welsh glens, 
imparts to the open vale a rare and beautiful dignity 
w^hich is peculiar to it, and makes the lover of the pic- 
turesque inclined to regret that its imprisonment is about 
to recommence. Most rivers, however lovely in their 
upper and middle courses, finish their lower amid tame, 
if not actually melancholy and disagreeable, fiats and 
marshes ; but the Wye clings to its rocks and hanging 
woods almost to the last, bearing its tide through a ravine 
that becomes bolder and bolder as it nears its final ter- 
mination. 

Before describing the various sections into which it is 
proposed to divide the Handbook, it will be advisable to 
give a brief outline of the general course of the Wye and 
the districts through which it runs in the counties of 
Montgomery, Eadnor, Brecon, Hereford, Monmouth, and 
Gloucester. In Montgomeryshire its career is but that 
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2 THE WYE AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

of a wild mountain stream, having its rise in the barren 
shoulders of Plynlinunon and in the near neighbourhood 
of the sister streams of the Severn, Rheiddol, and Llyfnant. 
These dreary slopes, mostly bog and morass, do not seem 
very suggestive of industrial utility ; but more unlikely 
things have come to pass than that the Wye, at its very 
outset, should be the means of supplying the metropolis . 
with water. Mr. Bateman, C.E., proposed to include in 
his scheme the head waters of the Wye, an area of about 
180 square miles ; while Mr. Hamilton Fulton advocated 
the impounding of the river lower down, mapping it out 
into four districts, to yield 393,000,000 of gallons per 
day. Large reservoirs would be constructed at Rhayadr, 
and the water taken thence to London through Hay, 
Kington, Ludlow, Bewdley, Stourport, Bromsgrove, War- 
wick, Tring, and Watford, ending in a final reservoir at 
Barnet. 

For some few miles the Wye runs close alongside the 
Aberystwith road (via Ponterwyd), striking the South 
Wales border near the Severn Arms, and a Httle further 
on the Mid- Wales Railway, on its way to and from Llan- 
idloes to Brecon. At this point it is joined by the Marteg, 
which passes by the village of St. Harmons. A little 
below Rhayadr the Wye begins to lose some of its moun- 
tain attributes, ajid, although still a rapid, fretful stream, 
it is broader, and assumes the aspect of a river. From the 
point where it receives its beautiful tributary, the Elan, it 
runs almost due N. and S. to Builth, being joined a little 
below Newbridge by the Ython, and at Builth itself by the 
Yrfon, which drains a considerable area of North, Brecon- 
shire. The same character of scenery prevails below 
Builth and Three Cocks — viz., a valley more or less 
narrow, and girt on either side with a charming succession 
of well- wooded hills, feathering to the water's edge, and i 

averaging a height of 1,000 ft., or thereabouts. In this 
latter section the Wye is reinforced by several small 
streams, the most noticeable of which are the Edw and the i 
Bachwy. At Three Cocks, however, a marked change { 
takes place where the Llyfni flows in — the Wye turns J 
abruptly to the N.E., the mountains recede, and the valley j 
becomes correspondingly wider and more open. Once 
past Hay, where Breconshire is quitted for Herefordshire, 
the Wye loses its rapidity of flow, and for the next 85m. 
has a much more sedate course to Hereford, while the in- 
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GENERAL OUTLINE. 8 

creasing roominess of the vale allows space for sundry 
windings. This tendency is very marked below Hereford, 
the Wye flowing in turn to every point of the compass, 
although it preserves a general direction of N. to S. 
Here, too, it becomes navigable for boats, which can be 
utilized at Boss for viewing some of the loveliest river 
scenery in the world. Near Monmouth the Hereford- 
shire border is reached, and the Wye completes the re- 
mainder of its career between the counties of Monmouth 
and Gloucester, becoming tidal between Bigsweir and 
Brockweir. Its later tributaries are the combined streams 
of the Lugg and Frome in Herefordshire, and the Monnow 
and Trothy in Monmouthshire, the Wye itself finally 
losing its identity in the Severn estuary, a very few miles 
below Chepstow. 

The geology of the country through which it flows is 
of considerable general interest, although there are few 
great systems involved, and nothing of later date than 
palaeozoic rocks. Taking the whole area of the river basin, 
by far the largest portions are divided between the 
Silurian and the Old Bed Sandstone, the former extend- 
ing from the source of the river throughout Badnorshire 
and North Breconshire, the latter embracing nearly all 
Herefordshire and a great part of Monmouthshire. Bad- 
norshire consists principally of Upper Ludlow rocks, which 
can be especially well studied, together with the Tilestones 
(that lie between the Upper Silurian and the Old Bed) in 
the district between Kmgton and the Wye at Hay ; the 
Ludlow rocks cross the river into North Breconshire, to 
form the ranges of Mynydd Epynt and Bwlch-y-groes. 
North of these the high grounds above the valley of the 
Yrfon and at Llanwrtyd form an area of Lower Silurians, 
in the shape of Llandeilo Bocks, extending into Mont- 
gomeryshire, while a most interesting and instructive 
district of the same age is to be met with between Builth 
and Llandrindod Wells, as also at the Carneddau Hills, 
west of the former town. Both here and at Llanwrtyd 
they are much associated with igneous complications. 
From the southern border of Ba^orshire the Wye bids 
adieu to the Silurian system, save at one locality, a little 
below Hereford, where it skirts the western side of the 
Upper Silurian valley of elevation at Woolhope, which 
rises abruptly out of the great Old Bed Sandstone plain, of 
which nine-tenths of Herefordshire is composed. The 
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4 THE WTE AND ITS NEIGHBOUBHOOD. 

exquisite cliff scenery below Boss, of which the Coldwell 
Bocks and Symonds Yat are the povnt d'apptd, all con- 
sists of Carboniferous limestone, and forms the westerly 
rim of the Forest of Dean coalfield, which occupies a large 
area in Gloucestershire, on the east of the river. Before 
reaching Monmouth, this limestone is interrupted ; but it 
appears lower down, opposite Tintem, whence it extends 
in almost an unbroken wall to below Chepstow. Occa- 
sionally a few isolated patches of Permian are met with in 
connection with and above the limestone. 

Although, as a rule, the interest of the Wye is centred 
in its scenery, the tourist of an archaeological turn of mind 
will find plenty of attraction, particularly on the lower 
section of the river and its tributaries, as is shown' in the 
following list. Earthworks — Boman and British : Ken- 
chester (the Boman city of Magna), CredenhiU and Caer- 
went. Mouse Castle, Dinedor, Acornbury, Caplar. Early 
stones and crosses ; Arthur's Stone, Newchurch Cromlech 
Buckstone, Cwmddaudwr (Bhayadr), Llanwrthwl, Llan 
drindod, Llanbadarn Vawr, Llajiafan Vawr, Llangam 
march, Llowes, neaj Hay, Staunton, Mitchel Troy 
Castles : Builth, Cefn Llys, Aberedw, Bronllys, Clifford 
Goodrich, Wilton, Baglan, White, Skenfrith, Grosmont, St 
Briavels, Chepstow, Caldicot. Churches : Builth, Moccas 
Madley, Fownhope, Hoarwithy, Hereford Cathedral, Kil 
peck, Boss, Baglan, Staunton, Monmouth, Bredwardine 
Abbey Dore, Welsh Bicknor, Llanthony Abbey ruins 
Newland, St. Briavels, Tintem Abbey ruins, Matherne 
Tidenham, Chepstow, etc. 

It is almost a sacrilege to mention the name of the Wye 
in connection with manufactures, and, indeed, they are so 
few that it is well-nigh needless. Hereford, of course, has 
some industries, such as are to be foimd in every city of a 
certain size ; but it is only when we approach the neigh- 
bourhood of the coal and iron fields of the Forest of Dean 
that we find their influence, in the tin plate and wire works of 
Tintern and Lydbrook, invading some of the most beautiful 
glens in the whole district. Fortunately, however, hone of 
these are on a very large scale. Perhaps the most impor- 
tant resources of the Wye are its salmon fisheries, which, 
directly or indirectly, are of very considerable value, be- 
sides attracting a numerous residential gentry. The whole 
distance from Chepstow is dotted with pretty houses, 
ancient manors, and parks, which, with all the fascinations 
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of the Wye, are seldom untenanted. The tourist, whether 
pedestrian or bicyclist, is well provided with excellent 
and fairly level roads, considering the mountain character 
of the country. The more lazily disposed, and that class 
which requires only a day to see that which ought to take 
a week, have the advantage of a railway, one side or the 
other, through the whole length of the valley, though 
worked by different companies. From Chepstow to Mon- 
mouth runs the Wye Valley line of the Great Western 
Company, by which system also the traveller is conveyed 
to Eoss and Hereford. From thence, to Hay and Three 
Cocks, the traffic is under the care of the Midland Com- 
pany, which surrenders it at the latter junction to the 
Mid- Wales Company, who are the carriers to Builth, 
Bhayadr, and Llanidloes. There are plenty of opportuni- 
ties for joining or quitting the Wye lines — viz., at Eoss 
(for Gloucester and London), at Monmouth and Three 
Cocks (for South Wales), at Hereford (for the Midland 
Counties), and at Builth (for Shrewsbury and the North). 
It may be as weU to remind the tourist that refreshment 
rooms are few and far between, being only to be met with 
at Hereford and Builth Eoad above Builth. 



BouTE I.— FEOM CHEPSTOW TO TINTEEN AND 

MONMOUTH. 

As seven-tenths of the visitors to the Wye will in all 
probability approach it from London and the S., it is 
thought better to commence proceedings from Chepstow, 
and ascend the river. The interest of the journey begins 
,for some distance before actually reaching Chepstow, 
which, from its peculiar situation, is the centre of a dis- 
trict containing some of the most wondrous engineering 
works of the age. The various routes to Chepstow are as 
follows : 

(a) From Gloucester, via. the South Wales Eailway, 
passing Oakle Street, Grange Court (where a 
brcmch goes off to Boss and Hereford), Newnham, 
AwRE, and Lydney! The scenery is charming, the 
line for the most part running close to the Severn 
estuary, which even at low tide is picturesque with 
its immense areas of brown sand and mud banks. 
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permeated with innumerable channels threading 
their way between. Should the traveller happen 
to be passing when the tidal wave, known as the 
" bore " or " hygre," comes up the Severn (an infre- 
quent conjunction of tide, wind, and current), he 
will be fortunate indeed. The escarpments of the 
New Eed Sandstone in the cliffs and cuttings give 
a very beautiful colouring to the scene. A little 
before reaching Lydney the G.W.B. passes under 
the Severn Bridge, which carries the Severn and 
Wye railway across to Sharpness Docks, soon after- 
wards joining the Midland main line at Berkeley 
Road. By it the Forest of Dean coals have a direct 
outlet to Bristol and the S., while a more rapid 
communication is afforded to Lydbrook and Mon- 
mouth. The bridge itself is a gigantic iron structure 
of the girder type, consisting of 21 openings vary- 
ing from 124 to 327 ft., and a swing bridge of 
200 ft., the total length being over 4,000 ft. The 
measurements, as compared with the Forth and 
Tay bridges, are as follows : 





Height above 






high-water 


Length 


Forth Bridge . 


. 150 feet 


7,970 feet 


Tay Bridge 


. . oo „ 


10,800 ., 


Severn Bridge 


. 150 „ 


4,162 „ 



The total cost was ^200,000. 

Lydney is a dirty little town, depending upon iron and 
tinplate works, being also the shipping port for 
the Forest of Dean coals. From hence it is a run 
of a few miles across the flats to Chepstow. 

(6) From Bristol by steamer, a lovely sail of two hours, 
down the Avon, across the " Severn sea," and up the 
Wye. 

(c) From Bristol by the South Wales Union Railway, 
and through the Severn Timnel, first opened for 
traffic in the autumn of 1886. This great work 
was begun in 1872, when the first borings were 
made ; and the actual distance under the river is 
2Jm., though it required two additional miles to bring 
the rails on each side to a level — ^the total length of 
the works being 7m. The extreme width of the 
tunnel (the deepest part of which is cut through 
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Pennant rock) is 26 ft., and the height, from the 
rails to the crown of the arch, 23j- ft. ; the top of 
the tunnel is about 145 ft. under the level of high- 
water spring tide, and 50 ft. under the bed of the 
river at the deepest point. The tunnel is ventilated 
by a fan which will exhaust 500,000 cubic ft. of air 
per minute ; and the pumping machines will raise 
over 25,000,000 gallons of water per day. The 
principal officials engaged in its construction were 
Sir J. Hawkshaw, as consulting engineer, Mr. C. 
Eichardson, as acting engineer, and Mr. T. A. 
Walker, as contractor ; and the total cost was about 
£'2,000,000. Great difficulties were met with on 
various occasions from the irruption of copious 
springs, which more than once drowned out the 
tunnel, necessitating the use of immensely power- 
ful pumps, and numerous were the hairbreadth 
escapes recorded during the execution of the works. 
Several thousand men were employed, and a con- 
siderable population was assembled at Sudbrook, a 
very small hamlet on the Monmouthshire side, near 
Porthskewit. 

Chepstow. Hotels : Beaufort Arms, George. Pop. 
3,378. Conveyances : Bail (G.W.B.) to London via 
Glotccester ; to Bristol via Tu/nnel ; to Newport, Cardiff, 
and Swa/nsea ; to Monmouth by Wye Valley B, ; steamer 
to Bristol ; coaches as well as Wye Valley rail to 
Tvntern. Distances : London, 141m. ; PorthsJceudt, 5m. ; 
Newport, 17m. ; Monmouth, 16m. ; Tintem, 5m. ; Lydney, 
7^m. ; Boss, 26m. ; Caldicot, 6m. ; Caerwent, 5^m. ; 8t, 
Arvans, 2Jm. ; Piercefield, Lion Lodge, Im. ; Wyndcliff, 
4m. ; Beachley, 8m. ; Shirenewton, 4^m. ; Itton, 3^m. ; 
XJsh, 11m. 

Few towns are more beautifully placed than Chepstow, 
the romantic situation of which forms a fitting entrance- 
gate to the glories of the Wye. The rail from Gloucester 
suddenly emerges from a long Carboniferous limestone 
cutting, ajid crosses the gorge of the river, which flows at 
a great depth beneath. The momentary view is very 
fine, an almost unbroken wall of rugged clififs guarding 
the Gloucestershire bank, while on the opposite side they 
only stop short at the ruins of the castle, with which they 
harmonize so completely that it is difficult to say where 
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one ends and the other begins. Facing the tourist is 
the town, straggling up a considerable hill and occupying 
a peninsula with the Wye half surrounding it. Bocks, 
ruins, foliage, and water are all exquisitely blended, while 
the presence of houses gives life to the scene. The Wye 
has at this spot, about 3m. from its mouth, a remarkable 
feature, in the unusual height to which the tide rises at 
high-water, from 40 to 50 ft. being not uncommon, while 
as much as 60 ft. has been recorded. The position of 
some rocks at Beachley is believed to be the cause of this, 
forcing the water up from the Severn in a compact body. 
One would think that so deep a stream would have marked 
out Chepstow for a port of great trade ; but it is quite 
the contrary, the bulk of the commerce formerly carried 
on with the Continent having disappeared, and the only 
manufacture of any importance being an iron foundry 
and ship-building yard, where a fair number of vessels 
are turned out. The other industries are insignificant. 
The tubular railway suspension bridge across the Wye is 
one of Brunei's great works, and is well worthy of inspec- 
tion by engineers. It is 60 ft. above high-water, and 
600 ft. long, divided into one span of 300 ft., and three 
shorter land spans of 100 ft. each. The principle is that 
of securing the greatest possible amount of rigidity for the 
roadway by suspension chains, firmly fixed to vertical 
trusses, and a superstructure in the shape of a circular 
tube. The details are so carefully arranged that the 
expansion never exceeds an inch in the hottest weather. 
The cylinders that support the bridge are sunk down to 
the limestone to a depth of 60 ft. The whole was com- 
pleted in 1862 at a cost of i'66,000. Its size and height 
are best realized by looking down, upon the iron road 
bridge oi five arches (centre arch 112 ft. span) that connects 
the two counties, and which presents quite a pigmy 
appearance. Nevertheless, when this was opened in 1816, 
it was considered a great undertaking, and an event of 
sufficient importance for the whole neighbourhood to be 
en fete. 

The tourist will find the topography of Chepstow easy 
enough, for it consists only of a steep main street running 
down to the Wye. Close to the George is a picturesque 
but inconvenient archway known as the Town Gate, of the 
date of the 16th century, which in earlier days was used 
as a prison. The chief object of interest is, of course, the 
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Castle f which lies at the bottom of the town, a mighty 
mass of masonry occupying nearly 4 acres on a platform 
of rock rising sheer from the river. From its great 
strength and natural position it must have been well- 
nigh impregnable, although it is singular that the broad 
sloping ditch or dry moat which forms the defence on the 
landward side was outside the town walls. A lovely 
wooded path now runs through this ditch, emerging at 
the back of the ruins on the Monmouth road. The castle 
of Striguil or Estrighoiel, as it is called in Domesday 
Book, is believed to have been originally built by one of 
the Norman Earls of Hereford (WUliam Fitz-Osbome) in 
the 11th century ; but the main portion was pulled down 
and subsequently rebuilt by one of the Bigods in the 13th 
century, since which time it has been subject to various 
alterations during the tenure of the successive families 
who owned it, such as the Clares, Bigods, and Pembrokes. 
From these latter it descended to the Somersets, the pre- 
sent owner being the Duke of Beaufort, who owns more 
ruined castles (mostly in Monmouthshire and South Wales) 
than any individual in Great Britain. The most stirring 
events in the history of Chepstow Castle took place during 
the Civil Wars, when it was the subject of particular at- 
tention at the hands of the Parliamentarians. In 1645 
Colonel Morgan took the fortress by assault after a short 
siege, capturing Sir Kobert Fitzmaurice, the Royalist 
governor, with all his garrison and stores. Subsequently 
to this Sir Nicholas Kemys, with a small party, got hold 
of the castle by a surprise, but were, in their turn, be- 
sieged by Cromwell himself, who, after a short stay, left 
Colonel Ewer in charge with a considerable force. Find- 
ing their provisions nearly exhausted, the brave little 
garrison let down a rope by night with the intention of 
escaping by boat. Unfortunately for them, this manoeuvre 
was espied by a Parliamentary soldier, who pluckUy swam 
across the river with a knife in his mouth and cut the 
boat adrift. The garrison was soon obliged to surrender, 
and many of them, with their brave conamander, were 
cruelly murdered. From that time the castle was gra- 
dually neglected, though not actually dismantled, for we 
hear of a garrison being occasionally quartered there until 
the end of the last century. 

The first thing to be noticed is the fine old entrance 
gate between two round towers, the original doorway 
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still existing, though much battered and patched. The 
portcullis grooves should be noticed, as also the apertures 
for throwing down hot water and lead upon the enemy. 
The interior of the castle, though extensive, is not very 
elaborate in its details. It is divided into four courts or 
baileys, all capable of independent defence, of which the 
first, in shape an irregular square, is by far the largest. 
Immediately on K. of gateway is a block of buildings 
where the custodian lives, containing the ancient kitchen 
and offices ; below it is an interesting ground chamber cut 
out of the rock and opening above the river. At the S.E. 
comer of the court (L. of the entrance) is a fine round 
tower, known as Marten's Tower. Here, in an upper 
room, was confined for twenty years Henry Marten, one 
of the tribunal who sat in judgment on Charles I. and 
signed his death warrant. He was not treated half as 
rigorously as reported, for he enjoyed ample quarters, 
leave to see and entertain his friends, and latterly to visit 
the neighbourhood on parole. A far better man was also 
imprisoned here for a short time, viz., Jeremy Taylor, the 
divine, in 16i56. Southey alludes to Marten's confinement, 
but describes him as being treated with great severity. 
From this tower a walk runs along the battlements, with 
charming views over the town. The second court, which 
narrows towards the furthest end, contains no especial 
feature ; but the third is the oldest portion of the castle, 
marked by the fine Norman keep, in the walls of which 
bricks and tiles may be observed, possibly of Boman origin. 
The interior is a noble apartment, evidently the banquet- 
ing haU, although some persons hold strong opinions, for 
which there seems very little reason, that it was the chapel. 
A very pretty 13th century window, with graceful shaftd, 
looks on the Wye. The third court is longer and narrower 
than the previous ones, and is divided from the fourth or 
western court by a sunken way or bridge. This court, which 
gives some grand river views, was also strongly defended, 
but the gateway has been removed, and there is now only 
sufficient to bar further progress. It should be stated that 
the castle grounds are exceedingly well looked after, and 
are plentifully provided with seats, adorned with the port- 
cullis device. 

Chepstow Church, which also lies near the river, offers 
some features of great interest. It is of Norman date, 
and though it does not seem quite clear by whom it was 
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built, it may fairly be attributed to William Fitz -Osborne 
or his son. At all events, it was given to the Benedictine 
abbey of Cormeilles, in Normandy, and became a con- 
ventual church. From the ancient architectural features 
that are left (mixed with much that is barbarously modem), 
we can appreciate Mr. Freeman's remarks in the ArchcBo- 
logia CdmbrensiSf that there exists here the nearly perfect 
nave of no contemptible Norman minster. The church, 
which was enlarged in 1827 from the designs of Blore, 
and further altered in 1841, has a western tower, though 
it is stated that there was once a central tower also, and 
that this latter fell about 1720. In the two lower stages 
of the west front is some beautiful Norman work, in the 
shape of a deeply recessed and moulded doorway and a 
small blocked arch on either side, while the stage above is 
lighted by three Norman windows. The remainder of the 
tower is uncompromisingly ugly. In the interior are 
some Norman arches and piers, separating the aisles from 
the nave. One or two monuments are very interesting, 
especially the richly gilt canopied effigies of Henry, second 
Earl of Worcester, in armour, d. 1549, and his countess in 
her robes. The Shipman family is commemorated by 
the recumbent effigy of the lady (Margaret Clayton) sur- 
rounded by a numerous group of children (ten girls and 
two boys), while above are her two husbands, both in the 
act of prayer. Henry Marten the* regicide is also buried 
here. 

The Port Wall surrounded the town completely at one 
time, commencing at the bridge, thence running to and 
alongside of the castle (which was extramural) to the 
town gate, and returning to the bridge to the S. of the 
town. Of this latter section there are several remains in 
fair preservation, about 20 ft. in height, and occasional 
watch-towers. Th6y are worth exploration, if only for the 
views across the Severn. At one time there were four 
chapels in Chepstow, succursals of the conventual church, 
viz., St. Ann and St. Ewen in Bridge Street, St. Thomas 
in Welsh Street, and St. David, the latter over the bridge, 
but they have all disappeared or been turned into dwell- 
ing-houses. 

The whole neighbourhood of Chepstow abounds in 
beautiful walks, and the tourist may make it his head- 
quarters for a few days with great advantage. 
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Excursions : 

(a) To Beachley and the Old Passage 8m. ; crossing the 
bridge, ascending Tutshill, and taking first turn to 
E. underneath the South Wales R. lim. is Sed- 
bury Park (Sir W. H. Marling, Bt.), better known 
as the seat of the late Mr. Ormerod, the antiquary 
and learned historian of Cheshire. He possessed 
an unequalled antiquarian library, which was un- 
fortunately dispersed by his successor. A remark- 
able object of interest here is Off a' a Dylce, which 
extends from the mouth of the Wye to that of the 
Dee in North Wales. The dyke was a civil boun- 
dary rather than a military defence, erected by 
Offa, who ruled over Mercia from a.d. 757 to 796, 
and was intended as a warning to the turbulent 
Welsh not to cross the boundary on pain of death 
— an announcement that naturally was followed by 
frequent incursions on the part of the mountaineers, 
and many a bloody battle. Mr. Clark (in his 
Me&ioeval Military ArcJiitectv/re) points out that 
the dyke and the immense number of moated 
mounds thrown up along its course showed that 
the English had early and long possession of large 
tracts of the lower country. The dyke commences 
on Sedbury CliflFs, passes along the Gloucestershire 
side of the W;fe into Hertfordshire, Radnorshire, 
and so on into North Wales. There are at Sedbury 
traces of earlier people than the Saxons, for many 
remains of Roman pottery were found here, and, 
from the accompaniments of kilns, grinding- stones, 
and other things, it is evident that the ware was 
produced here. Mr. Ormerod minutely examined 
and described them in his work Strigulensia. 
The road ends at Bea'CJiley^ which has always main- 
tained a certain importance as being the Old 
Passage from Monmouthshire to Aust Cliff on the 
Gloucestershire side of the Severn. No doubt, in 
Roman times, a passage existed here between Aqua 
Solis (Bath) and Venta Silurum (Caerwent) ; and 
until the completion of the New Passage pier near 
Porthskewit, it was the only route for coaches 
between South Wales and Bristol. On the rock at 
the extreme mouth of the Wye, which at high- 
water becomes an island, are the rude remains of 



BAILWAT EXCUBSIONS. 18 

St, Tecla'8 chapel or hermitage, commonly called 
St. Treacles. Beachley at this point saw some 
warm work during the Civil War. It was twice 
attempted to be fortified for the King by Prince 
Bupert and Sir John Wintour, but in .both cases the 
effort was unsuccessful. The geologist wiU look 
with longing eyes at the New Bed Sandstone cliffs 
of Aust, and remember that there is one of the 
finest Ehoetic sections in the kingdom, and one of 
the few places where the elytra, wing cases, and 
scales of insects can be collected. 
(b) From Chepstow to Matherne 2m. ; Caerwent S^m. ; 
and Caldicot 6m. — The most direct route is by the 
Newport road, which climbs the hill and affords 
some beautiful views over the channel, particu- 
larly at a spot called the Look-out. Shortly after- 
wards a road on L. goes to Matherne, passing 
Hardwicke House, which was once the residence of 
Bishop Coplestone of Llandaff. In the grounds are 
traces of an ancient British camp. 2m. Matherne, 
close to the South Wales E., is a very interesting 
place, as having once been the episcopal residence 
of the Bishops of Llandaff. The church, a building 
of somewhat large proportions, was restored 1881-83, 
from designs by Christian, and consists of nave, 
chancel, N. and S. aisles, S. porch, and an un- 
usually lofty W. tower. In the interior are to be 
noticed the E, E, arcades, the staircase once 
leading to the rood-loft, a few fragments of old 
stained glass, some modern memorial windows, 
and a 16th century brass, with figures and inscrip- 
tions to the family of Willisons. But the chief 
object of attraction is tbe monument to St. 
Thewdrick (the patron saint), or Theodoric, King 
of Morganwg (Glamorgan), who was slain in a battle 
against the Saxons at Tintern about the year 600. 
Bishop Godwin, who lived at Matherne in the 17th 
century, discovered and opened the king's stone 
cof^, and speaks of a large wound in the skull ; 
and when the church was recently restored, the 
same (supppsed) cof^ was met with, majiy of the 
bones being perfect. The Bishop's Palace, close 
by the church, has fallen from its high estate, but 
shows traces of its former importance. It is quad- 
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rangular, and still retains a portion of the gateway, 
the tower built by Bishop de la Zouch, and the 
chapel, now used as a granary. Adjoining the 
churchyard is Moynes or Moigne's Court, once the 
picturesque old residence of Bishop Godwin (1603), 
whose arms are to be seen on the front porch, 
though it is supposed that an earlier building existed 
where the gateway now stands. Both gateway 
and house are of considerable interest. 

It is but a short walk from Matheme to St. Pierre, 
the ancient seat of the Lewises, a very old but 
modernized mansion, approached by an embattled 
gateway with towers on each side. The family 
of Lewis has been seated here since 1544, and is 
descended, together with the Morgans of Tredegar 
Park, from Cadivor, one of the early Welsh princes. 
The church, a very small one, has the tombstone of 
Urian of St. Pierre, 13th century From this spot 
the main road (the old Julia Strata) continues to 
Caerwent, the one on L. at Crick going to Porth- 
skewit. 

Caerwent (Inn, Ship) was famous in Koman 
times, and as Yenta Siluriun, and the garrison 
of the 2nd Augustan Legion, must have been sur- 
passed by very few Eoman positions in the country. 
Its situation on rising ground, in the plain at the 
entrance of Went, or Gwent, land, marked it out 
as an excellent locality from which to watch the 
passes and keep the turbulent Welsh in order. The 
plan of the city was a parallelogram about 600 yards 
by 300, some of the walls, and especially those on 
the S., being in a pretty good state of preservation, 
and having attached to them two or three bastion 
towers ; and it had four external gates, facing the 
cardinal points, the openings of which were all 
visible in Leland's time. The walls are of great 
thickness, and in several places show Boman 
masonry, in the shape of herring-bone work ; but 
the whole spot is so overgrown and full of rubbish 
that it is difficult to make any minute examination. 
A systematic exploration, even now, would reveal a 
perfect storehouse of Boman remains, for not only 
was Caerwent renowned in the time of Agricola for 
the grandeur of its buildings, but at various times 
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at least half a dozen tessellated pavements of great 
beauty were discovered. One of these, uncovered 
in 1855, is to be seen at the museum at Caerleon, 
while fragments are still visible at Caerwent. The 
church, which is doubtless built of Eoman material 
(as it could scarcely fail to be), has a plain but 
rather lofty tower, and a singular but very beautiful 
blocked arcade on the S. chancel wall. Notice also 
the buttresses outside the nave, together with the 
porch and doorway. Even in post-Eoman days 
the glories of Caerwent do not seem to have entirely 
departed, for it is mentioned as being the seat of a 
bishopric and of a school of learning. 

The tourist may now take the road to the coast, 
following the course of the Nedem or Troggy Brook 
to Caldicot Castle, not far from Por&skewit. 
Fortunately for archaeology, and for its preservation 
as a habitable residence, Caldicot fell into the hands 
of an antiquarian proprietor, Mr. J. E. Cobb, of 
Brecon, whose zeal in castle restorations is so well 
known, especially in connection with his operations 
at Manorbeer Castle, in Pembrokeshire. No picnics 
are allowed on the grounds, nor are large parties 
admitted; but inspection is liberally allowed to 
persons interested in medisBval work on sending in 
their names. Few places are so worthy of such a 
visit. Caldicot, the masonry of which Mr. Freeman 
described as surpassing every military building that 
he had ever seen, was probably erected by Walter 
Fitz-Eoger, High Constable of England about the 
end of the 11th century ; and it afterwards passed 
to the Bohuns, and by marriage to Thomas of 
Woodstock, sixth son of Edward III. Subsequently 
it came to the crown and formed part of the duchy 
of Lancaster. Eventually it was purchased by 
Mr. Lewis of St. Pierre, who sold it to Mr. Cobb. 
The castle, which covers a large extent of ground, 
is entered by a remarkably fine gateway, appa- 
rently of later date than the rest, consisting of a 
broad centre front, flanked by side-towers, of which 
the one on the W. has some perfect machicolations 
of great delicacy, the corbels being heads that are 
believed to be portraits. Previous to this present 
building the entrance was in the west curtain wall. 



16 THE WYE AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

defended by a moat, and approached by a causeway. 
The keep, the oldest portion of the castle, stands on 
a small mound, and consists of a nearly round 
tower, with a smaller one of solid masonry attached 
to it. It is most prpbable that inside the walls and 
towers a great deal of wood was employed in the 
various buildings, and it is to this line of restoration 
that Mr. Cobb's attention was at first directed. 
The South Wales E., on its way from Newport, 
passes full in view of Caldicot, as it traverses 
Caldicot Level. The church, restored in 1868, is 
well and carefully kept {choral service). It has a 
nave, chancel, S. porch, and a tall central tower. 
The chancel windows (Dec.) are worth notice. 
The churchyard is entered by a lich-gate. The 
population of the village has in modem times been 
much augmented by manufactures of various kinds. 
From Caldicot it is l^m. to Porthskewit (Junction 
ivith branch to New Passage, and also the Severn 
Tu/nnel line), only a few years ago a very small 
village, but now likely to become a place of con- 
siderable importance. (For details of tunnel see 
p. 6.) In the 11th century it is said to have been 
the seat of a palace built by Harold, which was 
attacked by Prince Caradoc, and all the inmates 
massacred. The church has a Norman doorway. 
It is worth while to take a trip of about jm. to 
the New Passage, where a ferry has existed ever 
since the time of the Eomans ; and the only 
period of its disuse was during the Civil War, 
when Cromwell abolished it, in consequence of a 
sad calamity. The king was supposed to be 
crossing the Passage on his way from Crick to 
Bristol, though as a matter of fact he did not go, 
but turned off to Newport. Some sixty Parlia- 
mentary soldiers arrived in pursuit, and insisted 
upon being ferried across. The boatmen (who 
were stanch Eoyalists) at last yielded, but in- 
stead of taking their passengers to the proper 
landing-place, they set them down on an outlying 
reef c5led the English Stones, from which the 
unfortunate soldiers could not get away before the 
tide overtook them. The small island, marked by 
a tower, is known as Charston, or Black Bock. On 
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the cliffs, a little lower down the coast, is Sud- 
broolc, which previous to the commencement of 
the tunnel works was a most solitary spot, but 
while they were in progress possessed a consider- 
able navvy and artisan population. Here, over- 
looking the water, is a British earthwork, evidently 
placed to protect the passage, and in its fosse are 
the ruins of a very small Norman church. The 
whole neighbourhood abounds in early remains : 
there being seme sepulchral stones at a spot called 
Heston Brake between Porthskewit and the Pas- 
sage, and others, claimed to have been ** Druidical," 
on Stow Ball Hill. 

From Porthskewit it is a short run of 5m. to 
Chepstow, before reaching which very charming 
peeps are to be had of the Wye mouth through the 
gaps in the limestone cuttings. As the train glides 
into the station, the tourist can get a glimpse of 
the port wall on L. and above him. 
(c) From Chepstow to Shirenewton and Itton. By this 
' excursion a very pretty district can be explored, 
principally of the high ground which intervenes 
between Chepstow and Usk. It has at least the 
merits of breezy upland air and grand views of 
channel-ways. Taking the same road as the last, 
but leaving the Newport road on L., the first 
village arrived at is Mounton^ in a most pictu- 
resque valley shut in by rocky banks. A pleasant 
trout stream flows down it to Pwl-meyric and 
Matheme. 4Jm. Shirenewton is situated, 500 ft. 
above the sea, the tower of the Norman church 
(restored 1853) rising up very conspicuously. Here, 
it is said, was buried Bishop Blethyn of Llandaff, 
the predecessor of Bishop Godwin of Matheme 
(p. 13). Shirenewton HaU, from whence the view 
is very grand, is familiar to men of science as the 
seat of Mr. E. J. Lowe, whose astronomical 
and meteorological researches are so well known. 
About Im. N. is Itton, the church of which is 
E. E. (restored 1869). It contains some stained 
glass windows by Hardman, Itton Court is a 
feudatory house to the duchy of Beaufort. Though 
modernized, it has some interesting features, in the 
shape of a tower of the 14th century. Should the 

2 



18 THE WTE AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

tourist wish to extend his walk, he can visit 
Newchurchy S^m., with a remarkably perfect 
cromlech, or explore Wentwood Chase, with its 
numerous border towers. 

There is a choice of routes from Chepstow to Tintern, by 
rail, by water, or on either side the river by road. Tourists 
whose time is limited will find it to their advantage to go 
to Tintem by rail, and return to Chepstow by road on E. 
bank, via Wyndcliff and Piercefield. Or this route might 
be reversed, which would be better still. Should the 
visitor not be able to return to Chepstow, he should take 
the Piercefield road and join the rail at Tintern for Mon- 
mouth. 

The Wye Valley line quits the South Wales about Im. 
on the Gloucestershire side, ascending a steep bit of incline, 
and soon gaining a wider view over the flats, the Severn, 
and the opposite shore. 2Jm. Tidenham Station. The 
village is charmingly situated, nesthng under the hill, 
with the Wye on one side and the Severn on the other. 
The church, which has an embattled W. tower, is of the 
14th century, though an older one buUt by William Fitz- 
Osborne existed previously ; and, indeed, Tidenham itself 
is mentioned as long ago as 956. The font, of the 11th, 
century is exceedingly interesting. It is of lead, much 
ornamented with figures in the alternate compartments. 
It is very singular that two fonts so imcommon, and so 
similar to each other, should exist in adjoining parishes 
(Llancaut). The E. window is a memorial to Bishop 
Armstrong. Hitherto the Wye has been invisible, but 
on emerging from a tunnel under Dennel Hill, the tourist 
is almost confounded by the glorious view that breaks 
upon him on L. The river, unfortunately tidal, and 
therefore muddy, is at a great depth immediately beneath, 
as it winds round the peninsula of Llancaut ; opposite is 
the Wyndcliff, the whole gorge being a mass of gray rocks 
and green foliage. The eye has scarcely time to take it 
in when it is past and shortly afterwards replaced by an 
exquisite peep of Tintern Abbey. This, too, is only 
momentary, for another tunnel is entered, and the line, 
which has undergone a considerable descent, crosses the 
Wye by an iron bridge to (6m.) Tintern Station, incon- 
veniently placed nearly a mile above the Abbe3^ 

A coach runs daily during the season (May to October) 
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between Chepstow a/nd Tintem Abbey, Fa/re Is. 6d. ; 
return 2b. 6d. At the Town Gate the Monmouth road is 
taken. Passing at the back of the castle, |m., are the 
scanty remains of St. Kynemark, a chapel that belonged 
to the Prior of Chepstow. Im. between Crossway Green 
and St. Aryans village (chm*ch, Norman, restored by Mr. 
Clay, of Piercefield, in 1883) is the lodge gate of Piercefield, 
one of the great show-places of the neighbourhood, 
and, as far as the natural beauties go, most justly so. 
[The grounds and walks, which extend for soTne 3m. 
along the cliffs of the Wye, are open every Tuesday for the 
whole day — carriages have to be left at the lodge, and 
a/re rejoined at the Wyndcliff gate!] Piercefield, which 
is no very modern creation, belonged originally to the 
family of Waters, 12 generations of whom Hved here, and 
was sold in the 18th century to a Colonel Morris, whose 
son Valentine, a West Indian proprietor, spent an enor- 
mous fortune in laying out the grounds and decorating 
them in what must be confessed to be the bad taste of the 
age. What with this outlay and the still more costly 
amusement of electioneering, he ruined himself, and 
Piercefield passed to many successive owners of no par- 
ticular celebrity. Like most show-places, it has its special 
points of view, each of which is characterized by ex- 
quisite variety of rock, hanging wood, and water, assuming 
a different aspect at each turn, and forming a grand and 
continuous panorama. The first point, the Alcove, 
extends its view from the railway-bridge and the castle at 
Chepstow to the precipitous frontage of Llancaut, the 
rocky face of Tutshill, on the high ground above which is 
the seat of Castleford, being a conspicuous feature. The 
Via Julia from Gloucester (Glevum) to Caerwent (Venta 
Silurum) is believed to have crossed the Wye by a ford at 
this spot. Then come the Platform, the Grotto, and the 
Double View, which being on higher ground, extends on 
one side to a long distance into Monmouthshire, and on 
the other embraces the whole downward course of the 
Wye to join the Severn sea, the background formed by 
Gloucestershire and Somerset hills. The Half-way seat, 
the Pleasant View on the summit of the rocks known as 
the Twelve Apostles, the Lover's Leap, have for their 
opposite and central points the wonderful cliffs of Ban-y- 
gor and Llancaut, while on L. is the equally striking 
summit of Wyndcliff. 

2—2 
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This celebrated limestone hill owes but little to its 
height, which is not quite 900 ft. above the sea, but to the 
extraordinary character of the views, amounting almost to 
an optical illusion. The continuous scenic effects which 
the tourist has enjoyed in the grounds of Fiercefield are 
here gathered up into one exquisite panorama, while from 
the increased height, the foreground of the Wye, which 
flows at an immense depth below, and its rocky banks are 
omexpectedly dwarfed and appear as if they were at a far 
lower level than the Severn channel and the Gloucester- 
shire hills that form the background. *'It consists in a 
most uncommon combination of wood, rock, water, sky, 
and plain, of height and abyss, of rough and smooth, of 
recess and projection, of fine landscape anear and exquisite 
perspective afar, aU melting into each other and grouping 
in such capricious lines that it is probably unique in 
England." — (Fosbrooke,) This is, perhaps, the best de- 
scription of the view from the Wyndcliflf, which includes 
at least nine counties, viz., Gloucester, Somerset, Wilts, 
Devon, and Glamorgan, ranging from L. to B., while 
inland are Monmouth, Brecon, Hereford, and Worcester, 
this portion of the view embracing a large extent of the S. 
Wales coalfield, the Sugar Loaf, the Black Mountains, 
and the Malvems. The immediate foreground is occupied 
by the various reaches of the Wye, reinforced on L. by a 
distant view of Tintem, which does not figure in the 
Piercefield panorama. It would be a magnificent view 
from any hill ; it is perfectly unique from an eminence 
under 1,000 ft. in height. The tourist will experience no 
difficulties in the ascent of Wyndcliflf, although it is steep 
for the time being ; and the way down is facilitated by a 
long series of steps, resting-places being found half-way 
down in a grotto, and again at the bottom in the cockney- 
fied little Moss Cottage, where simple refreshments can be 
obtained. From WyndcUflf the road descends in terrace 
form, accompanied on B. by the wonderful rocks of Ban- 
y-gor, the valley gradually expanding a little, until a 
sudden turn brings the visitor in sight of (5m.) Tintern 
Abbey. The village of Tintem Parva, the Abbey really 
being in Chapel Hill parish, straggles for nearly a mile, 
closely following the quiet curves of the river, which here 
runs through woody glen instead of rocky gorge. [Hotels : 
Beomfort AnnSf immediately opposite the Abbey ; Bose 
a/nd Crown : George : refreahmenta can be obtained at 
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several places. The Beaufort Arms is about a mile from 
the station^ to which there are conveyances, A coach to 
Chepstow, calling at Moss Cottage and Piercefield Hotel, 
St, Arva/ns (fare Is. 6d. ), daily in the season — May to 
October,] 

Never was a more beautiful building erected on a more 
charming site than Tintern. It was founded for Cister- 
cian monks in the early part of the 12th century by Walter 
de Clare, the second of that family, but it was not actually 
built for many years later, by Roger de Bigod, one of the 
Lords of Chepstow, in the latter part of the 13th century. 
Even then it is probable that all the accessories to the 
Abbey were not finished, for the cloister is said not to 
have been erected until 1496. Its history is uneventful, 
but very brief, for in 1637 it was given up into the hands 
of King Henry VIII. 's commissioners, and soon after- 
wards fell into ruins. These were given by the king to 
the second Earl of Worcester, from whom they have 
descended to the Duke of Beaufort. The Abbey, which 
was built of Old Red Sandstone from the Barbadoes 
Quarry in the neighbourhood, is cruciform in shape, con- 
sisting of nave, aisles, and transepts. Though the central 
tower has disappeared and the church is roofless, the 
extraordinary beauty of the proportions and the extreme 
delicacy of the work must strike even the most careless 
visitor ; and the impression is heightened by the exquisite 
bits of landscape of the surrounding hills, that are framed 
within the empty mullions of the windows. The dimen- 
sions of the Abbey are as follows : Length, 228 ft. ; 
breadth, 37 ft. ; length of transepts, 150 ft. ; height, 70 ft. 
The architectural styles are E. Eng. and Dec, the oldest 
work being observed in the N. aisle of the nave and in 
the N. wall generally. The nave was divided from both 
N. and S. aisle by five bays, the piers of which are stand- 
ing on the S. side, those of the N. being marked only 
by their bases. Eastward of this, and nearly in the 
centre of the church, was the monks' choir, marked by 
the beautiful arches upon which the central tower was 
reared. This choir, however, extended westward foj at 
least a bay beyond the tower, and its further progress 
was checked by a roodscreen. A door on the N., nearly 
opposite where the screen stood, as also one in the N.W. 
corner of the N. transept, gave the monks access to their 
choir from the monastic buildings, which all lay on the 
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N. side. The salient point of the whole, which instan- 
taneously attracts the eye, is of course the matchless E. 
window, 64 ft. in height (the W. window is only 42), 
which almost entirely fills up the whole width of the 
presbytery, and which is divided into two by a shaft of 
exceeding grace and beauty. The high altar was placed 
immediately beneath the window, although there were 
chapels with their altars on each side, as also on the side 
of both transepts. The entrances to the main body of the 
church were the grand west door, only opened on high 
days and holidays, a smaller door on the S. side of it, 
one on the N. side to permit the lay brothers access, two 
in the N. transept for the monks, one from the same 
transept leading into the sacristy, and, lastly, one leading 
from the N. presbytery aisle into the burial-ground out- 
side. 

The tourist, having examined the church, will probably 
explore the conventual buildings. The sacristy, at back 
of N. transept, is more than usually interesting, as it 
contains the various monumental and architectural frag- 
ments that have been discovered from time to time. 
Amongst these is the mutilated effigy of a knight in chain 
armour, believed to be Richard Strongbow or his father ; 
also a portion of the church pavement, marked with the 
heraldic bearings of the former building. W. of the 
sacristy (a small room called the monks' library inter- 
vening) stood the cloisters, E. of which, and at the back 
of the sacristy, was the Chapter House, a fine vaulted 
chamber. At the extreme N.E. comer was the monks' 
day-room, and above it the dormitory. Northward of the 
cloister was the refectory, 86 ft. in length, in the W. wall 
of which was a pulpit, whence one of the monks read 
to the others while dining. A buttery hatch gave access 
for the food from the kitchen, which apartment completes 
the line of the W. frontage. Charming views are to be 
had from the walls of the Abbey, ascended by a staircase 
in the N. transept. The residence of the abbot is believed 
to have been at Tmtern Parva, which lies nearly Im. 
distant, on the way to the railway-station. A few domestic 
remains mark the locality, which is said to have received 
the particular attentions of the Parliamentary soldiers 
when it belonged to the Feilding family. Tintern Parva 
Churchy close to the river, is a very small E. E. building, 
to which the Abbey probably contributed its share of 
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stone. In a Kttle side glen are the Tintern wireworks, 
originally established in the 16th centiury by Germans, to 
whom our early metal trades were so much indebted. 

The tourist who contemplates retiiming to Chepstow 
instead of going on by rail to Monmouth has a beautiful 
alternative walk on the L. bank of the Wye, above the 
level of the line. There is a ferry across the river down 
by the Abbey, and the tram-road bridge of the wireworks 
may also be utilized. On the hill above is a farm called 
Modeagat, remarkable as containing a well-preserved bit 
of Oflfa's Dyke (p. 12). It was probably from here that 
the old house at Tintern Parva was fired upon by the 
Roundheads. Rising high from the river-bank is the 
DeviVs Pulpit (a WyndcliflF in miniature), the view from 
which is very fine, embracing to a certain extent the same 
features as are to be seen from Piercefield, but extending 
higher up the river as far as Llandogo. Rejoining the 
highroad from Coleford, a little before reaching Tiden- 
ham, we arrive at perhaps the most singular view on 
the whole course of the Wye, which makes one of its 
extraordinary curves, returning almost to the point from 
which it started. The peninsula thus formed includes 
the very small parish of Llcmcaut^ consisting of a church 
(disused) and one farmhouse. The situation of this 
parochial microcosm is unique, placed as it is within the 
rocky walls of Ban-y-gor, and hee from all intrusion from 
the outside world. The church, which must have been 
far too big for the parish, although it only measures 40 ft. 
by 12, has been condemned as unsafe, and is therefore 
closed. In the farmhouse are shown the bell and the 
leaden font, a very curious reUc, and almost a duplicate of 
the font in Tidenham Chiurch (p. 18), although it is not in 
such good preservation as the latter. On the cliff above 
Llancaut is a double row of limestone blocks, crossing the 
neck of the peninsula. These are the Bulwarks, and are 
probably of natinral origin, though they are generally 
attributed to Sir John Wintour, who, after a sharp fight 
in 1644 with the ParHamentary general Massey, was de- 
feated with a loss of over 100 of his followers. Sir John 
himself fought his way desperately through the enemy to 
the cHffs, over which he leaped and reached the river in 
safety. The locality where this rather apocryphal feat 
took place is still known as Wintour's Leap. At the 
Bulwarks is the Double View, which yields to none other 
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on the Wye for its striking effects. On the B. is the 
Dennel Hill (close by), and further off the hills around 
Tintem, whUe immediately opposite are the woods of 
Piercefield and the buttress walls of the Twelve Apostles. 
It is a charming walk all the way to Chepstow (about 
2m.), passing Penmoyle, and descending the hill at Tuts- 
hill ; or, if preferred, the tourist may catch the train from 
Monmouth at Tidenham Station (p. 18). 

Excursion : 

From Tintern to Trellech, a village oyer the hill, 
about 2^m. L., containing some singular anti- 
quities. Among them are a chalybeate spring, 
called the Virtuous Well, and believed to be very 
efficacious, although unknown half a dozen mUes 
away ; three upright stones, associated traditionally 
with Harold, but probably of Celtic origin ; an 
earthwork of considerable size, and an ancient cross 
in the churchyard. The most interesting, however, 
is the sundial, which commemorates on its sides 
the three former curiosities, the well, the mound, 
and the stones, by carvings, beneath which are 
Latin inscriptions. Another mound, some little 
distance on the Baglan road, at a place called 
Craig-y-dorth, is supposed to refer to Owain 
Glyndwr's battle with Henry V. It is evident 
that Trellech was of considerable repute in earlj^ 
times. The pedestrian can get to Bigsweir via 
Llandogo without returning to Tintern. 

The remainder of the joiimey to Monmouth is best 
done by railway from Tintern Station, about ^m. beyond 
which, on the opposite bank of the Wye (ferry) ^ is Brock- 
weir, a primitive but charmingly situated little village. 
It used to have some trade in shipbuilding, but the only 
industry now is the fishery, which is let by the Duke of 
Beaufort all the way to the Severn. The tide up the 
Wye runs only for a short distance above Brockweir. 
2Jm. higher up on L. is Llandogo, another exquisite village, 
nestling under a steep wooded hill, up which a walk leads 
to a waterfall known as Cleddau Shoots. The way is 
pretty but steep, and the results scarcely worth the fatigue. 
The church, dedicated to Odoceus (a name smacking much 
of the Ingoldshy Legends), consists of nave, aisles, N. 
and S. porches, and tower with spire. The whole of this 
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neighbourhood is dotted with pretty residences wherever 
vantage of view can be had, and so with the opposite hill, 
though it is far more inaccessible. 

It is worth noting that, viewed from a residential point, 
the majority of the old Monmouthshire and Gloucester- 
shire families have given place to ** foreigners," who have 
left the smoke and disagreeables of the North and the 
Midlands for the dolce far niente of the Wye. 

8^m. BiGSWEiR Station. The two counties are here 
joined by a fine one-arched river bridge of 160 ft. span. 
Just above it L. is Pilstone House, and on Gloucester- 
shire side, Bigsweir House, formerly belonging to the 
Booke family, one of whom, a gallant admiral, captured 
Gibraltar. 

Excursion : 

It is a most interesting excursion, but by a steep bad 
path, to St, Briavels (pronounced Brevels), the 
fine church -tower of which is seen far and wide, 
cutting the skyline oa R. It is about 2^m., but 
will require at least an hour. St. Briavels Castle, 
which stands immediately facing the chiu'ch, has 
from its earUest foundation been of great import- 
ance in the district, owing to its situation on the 
skirts of the Forest of Dean. Originally built as 
a border fortress by one of the Earls of Hereford 
{temp, Henry I.), it passed to the crown in the reign- 
of John, and has ever since been a royal castle. 
It is still inhabited, and, theoretically, is the 
residence of the Constable of the Hundred of St. 
Briavels, though practically it is under the care 
of the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, who 
still nominally perform here duties connected with 
the mining properties of the Forest of Dean. 
Externally the principal feature is the entrance 
gate on the N., defended by a rather massive 
round tower on each side, which in their turn are 
protected by a moat. The keep, at the S.E. corner, 
is in ruins. The interior rooms are noticeable for 
the immense thickness of the walls, and in what 
is now the kitchen in the W. tower are some most 
singular relics, in the shape of the turnspit's 
wheel, etc., hung up above the fireplace. As far as 
known, there are only two or three of these left in 
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the kingdom, e,g,, at Windsor and Winchester. 
The grate itself should be noticed, as also the horn 
by its side. An adjoining room was used as the 
debtors* prison not so many years ago, a proof of 
which is seen in the inscriptions on the wall and 
the deep embrasure of the window, evidently 
written by the incarcerated victims of the miners* 
courts^ One of these was written in Charles II.*s 
time. Another apartment is called the priest's 
room, and has traces of an oratory. Externally 
St. Briavels has a very pretty Dec. chimney, like 
the one at Grosmont Castle (p. 37). St. Briavels 
Church also has several interesting features, although 
a very considerable license was taken during its 
restoration in 1861, extending so far as to alter the 
plan of the church and the position of the tower. 
The interior, nevertheless, is well worth studying, 
especially the Norman arcade of five bays in S. 
aisle, that of the N. being E. E., also the mould- 
ings of snake-heads and the coloured effigies in the 
chancel of members of the families of Casman and 
Warren. The view from the churchyard, or indeed 
from any part of St. Briavels, is of surpassing 
beauty. Looking eastward is the tree-topped ex- 
panse of the Forest of Dean, a plateau in its 
general aspect, but marked by many a dingle, and 
many a distant smoke, betokening the presence 
of an ironwork or colliery. About 6m. N.E. is 
Coleford, the Forest capital. Immediately to the 
W. is the valley of the Wye, at a great depth below. 
Its upper portion is marked by Penallt Hill, while 
near Monmouth are the Kymin and other well- 
known eminences. In the far W. are the Black 
Mountains, the graceful Sugar Loaf, the Graig, 
the Blorenge, and the Pontypool Hills, denoting 
the borderland of S. Wales. St. Briavels possesses, 
or did possess, some singular customs, one of which 
is the levying a rate of 2d. on the inhabitants where- 
with to buy bread and cheese for distribution to all 
paupers who went to church on Whit Sunday. 
This formerly took place in the church, but the 
mel^e became so riotous that it was adjourned to 
the outside. The custom, which is connected in 
some way with a right of the poor of the parish to 
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cut wood in a certain part of the forest, has existed 
since Henry I.*s time. The tourist can return into 
the Wye Valley by three routes, either by taking 
the high ground to Brockweir, 3m., passing Hart- 
hill Grange ; following a winding road past Lindores, 
to Bigsweir ; or by keeping straight up the valley to 
Monmouth. 

Im. beyond Bigsweir the line passes by the charming 
villa of Florence ; 2m. further (on the right) the smoke of 
the paper-mills of Bedbrook becomes visible, in a glen of 
great beauty, which divides the shires of Gloucester and 
Monmouth. Bedbrook (called also Whitebrook) was once 
a busy seat of the tinplate manufactures, but these have 
been extinct for many years. It stands in the parish of 
Newlcmd, the church of which is full of interest. It is a 
mixture of Dec. and Perp., and consists of a nave with 
clerestory and aisles, chancel with two south chapels and 
one north, S. porch, and a lofty and very handsome em- 
battled and pinnacled tower. In the interior are several 
memorial windows, efl&gies to Sir John Joce and wife 
(temp. Edward III.), and to two priests (14th century), and 
a brass with a curious figure of a * free miner ' — very note- 
worthy. In the churchyard is the effigy of a man in 
hunting costume^Jenkyn Wyrall, Forester of Fee, 1548. 
In the village are some well-endowed almshouses, founded 
by William Jones, a native of Newland. Not far from 
the church is an oak of the unusual girth of 41 ft. The 
railway crosses the Wye to the L. bank, having opposite 
to it a picturesque wooded hill, on which is situated the 
village of Penallt, which long possessed a funeral custom 
of resting the corpse under an oak on the common, and 
there singing a hymn over it. The railway, which has 
been for some time on the ascent, now passes Wyesham 
Junction (the Coleford branch) ^ when a lovely view of 
the vale of Monmouth opens out. 

16m. Monmouth (Troy) Station. (Junction with line 
to Bo88, Pontypooli and Abergavenny, Omnibus to the 
toton, Im. distant.) 
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Route II.— FROM MONMOUTH TO ROSS. 

Monmouth. Hotels : Beaufort Armsy King's Head, 
White Swan, Pop. 5,470. Stations at Troy and May 
Hill, close to the tovm. Conveyances: Bail (G.W.B.) 
to Pontypool and Swansea; to Abergavenny; to Boss, 
Gloucester, a/nd Hereford; to Chepstow. Distances: 
London, 145m. ; Chepstow, 16m.; Tintem, 11m.; BagUm, 
8m. ; Abergavenny, 17m. ; Boss, 13m. ; Symonds Yat, 
5m. ; Coleford, 5m. ; Staunton, 3m. ; The Kymin, 2m. ; 
Skenfrith, 7m. ; Grosmont, 10m. ; Vsk, 12m. ; Gloucester, 
26m. 

The situation of Monmouth is very lovely by whatever 
road it is entered. The hills, although individually of no 
great height, rise around it in an amphitheatre, the breaks 
in which allow room for the passage of the Wye and its 
tributary streams, the Monnow and the Trothy. The 
geological formation is that of Old Red Sandstone, the 
Beacon Hill (1,000 ft.) being capped by brownstone, and 
the Kymin by quartz conglomerate. Monmouth has a 
history dating from very early times, having been the 
Roman station of Blestium, and afterwards the seat of a 
castle built by William Fitz-Osbome, whose descendants 
took the name of Monmouth. Eventually it came into 
possession of the House of Lancaster, and so to John of 
Gaimt. The great historical event of Monmouth is, of 
course, the birth of Henry V. in 1387, which fact is com- 
memorated by his statue over the town-hall in Agincourt 
Square. The remains of the castle are to be seen on Castle 
Hill, on the Monnow side. Prior to the erection of the 
county hall, its large hall was used for the business of the 
Assizes, and adjoining it was the room in which Henr^^ V. 
was born. Of the ancient gates (for Monmouth was a 
Roman walled town) but one exists, called the Welsh 
Gate, most picturesquely situated on the bridge across the 
Monnow. Both bridge and gateway are extremely narrow, 
and the situation is made worse by the passage on either 
side. Its date is 1272. Across the Wye is a more modern 
bridge of five arches, built in the 17th century. The most 
conspicuous feature of Monmouth is the parish church of 
St. Mary, the lofty and graceful spire of which (200 ft. in 
height) forms the centre point of the view. It was origin- 
ally the conventual church of the Benedictines, of whom 
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was Geoffrey of Monmouth, writer of a fabulous history of 
Great Britain. It was said to have been a magnificent 
church and remarkable for the beauty of its stained glass ; 
but when the vandals of the last century got possession, 
they soon altered all that. Better times dawned upon 
St. Mary's in 1882, when it was restored by the late Mr. 
Street, at a cost of nearly ^7,000. There is some good 
stained glass in the tower, given by Mr. C. Boberts. The 
bells were originally brought from Calais by Henry V., 
but were afterwards recast by a celebrated Gloucestershire 
founder of the name of Budhall. Close by the church is 
an interesting bit of ruin in the shape of an oval window, 
a fragment which (traditionally) formed a part of Geoi&ey 
of Monmouth's study. At this point the Monnow flows 
at a considerable depth below the roadway, which over- 
hangs it almost precipitously, and to the apparent risk of 
the old market-house, which stands on the edge of the 
cUff. St. Thomas's Chapel (restored 1880) is situated in 
Over Monnow, beyond the Welsh Gate. It is of Norman 
date and has a very interesting chancel arch. This por- 
tion of Monmouth was in old days inhabited by the makers 
of the Monmouth cap, an article of attire very much in 
vogue (p. 75). The Grammar School, near Wye Bridge^ 
was founded in James I.'s reign by William Jones, a native 
of the town, who had made his fortune in London. The 
chapel was restored in 1865. Amongst the modern estab- 
lishments are the Working Men's Institute and the new 
Market-house in Priory Street. Monmouth makes an 
excellent centre whence the tourist can explore the 
beauties of the neighbourhood, which are many, whether 
down the Wye to Chepstow ; up it to Boss ; up the Mon- 
now, into the Forest of Dean ; or to the Monmouthshire 
castles towards the Usk Valley. 

Excursions : 

(a) To the Kymin, the Buckstone, and Staunton. 

The Kymin is a very conspicuous wooded hill of 
Old Bed Sandstone, capped by conglomerate, which 
rises to over 800 ft., about 2m. from the Wye Bridge, 
and commands one of the finest panoramas in the 
whole district, comprising many counties, and (it is 
said) a circmnference of 800m. On the summit is 
a some\^hat melancholy temple, adorned with 
medallions of celebrated English admirals. It was 
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put up in 1800, to commemorate the actions of the 
British navy in general, and the heroes of the 
American War in particular. Nelson paid it a 
visit shortly after its erection. From the Kymui it 
is a lovely walk of about 2m. through Bewdley 
Wood, following the main road for a mile, and 
turning ofif B. before reaching Staunton, to the 
Buckatone, This is a famous rocking-stone (over 
900 ft. above the sea), which is believed to have 
been so called from being a rendezvous in the old 
days of deer-hunting in the forest. It is really a 
huge mass of Old Bed conglomerate, which a freak 
of nature has deposited, in its downward career, in 
this singular position. It is most irregular in shape, 
with an upper surface of nearly 20 ft. in length, but 
at the point where its rests upon its support it is 
only 2 ft. square. It is undoubtedly true that the 
Buckstone oscillates when pushed in a particular 
direction ; but the folly of the experiment was well 
exemplified in 1885, when a party of idiotic excur- 
sionists succeeded in not ordy shaking it, but in 
rolling it off its pedestal altogether, and into the 
road beneath. The excursionists escaped better 
than they deserved ; but it was a tedious and ex- 
pensive business replacing the stone. There can be 
little doubt but that the peculiarity of the stone in- 
vested it with a certain amount of religious venera- 
tion in very early times, for on the surface are two 
cavities, or rock basins, evidently artificial. 

Begaining the highroad, it is but a short distance 
by the Double View to the village of Stavmton, 
remarkable not only for the great beauty of its 
situation, but for its very interesting church of 
Norman architecture, with alterations of a later 
date. The stone pulpit between the aisles, and the 
font, once apparently a portion of a Boman altar, 
are especially noticeable. Close to the church is a 
cross. The visitor may proceed from Staunton to 
Coleford, 2m., returning to Monmouth by the rail ; 
or he may retrace his steps to the Buckstone, and 
descend into the valley by Dixton. 
(6) To Baglan Castle^ an excursion which no visitor to 
Monmouth should forego, although it does not lie 
in the water-basin of the Wye. From the Troy 
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station the line runs through a short tunnel into the 
vaUey of the Trothy, and parallel with the Mon- 
mouth and Abergavenny road — in coaching days 
the mail road into South Wales. On L. is Troy 
House, one of the seats of the Duke of Beaufort, 
which is believed to have been built by Inigo Jones. 
It is an old-fashioned, high-roofed house, and 
contains in the interior some carvings (one repre- 
'senting the sacrifice of Isaac) said to have been 
transferred hither from Baglan. There are also 
several portraits of the Herbert and Somerset 
families, l^m. L. is Mitchel Troy Church, which, 
with its lich-gate and its yews, forms a pretty 
picture. There is an extremely interesting cross 
with early Saxon carvings in the churchyard. 
2^m. B. Wonastow Cov/rtf a typical old mansion 
of the 16th century. There is a fine view from 
Cwmcarvcm Hill, some little distance on L. This 
is said to have been the locale of a great battle 
between Owain Glendyr and Henry IV. in 1504. 

S^m. DiNGESTOw Station. On the opposite hill 
is Dingestow (or Dynastow) castle and church, a very 
few remains only left of the former. A Httle 
further on is Dingestow Court, a very pretty Eliza- 
bethan mansion. 

6}m. Baglan Station, (footpath) rather more 
than ^m. from the village (Hotel, Beaufort Arms), 
which, again, in its turn, is ^m. from the entrance-gate 
of Baglan Castle (admission 6d.). Although manj^ 
castles (even in Monmouthshire) exceed Baglan in 
antiquity, scarcely one can approach it in extent 
and beauty of architecture. A good deal of imcer- 
tainty exists as to the precise date of its erection, 
Grose and Leland putting it down at the 15th 
century, others to the time of Henry V. ; and it is 
most probable that the original castle of the Clares 
in Henry II. 's time was very much altered, and 
perhaps rebuilt, in the 15th century, while the 
Earls of Worcester added to it and brought it to its 
highest state of magnificence in the 17th century. 
It was, indeed, during the residence of this noble 
family that the most eventful portion of the history 
of Baglan took place. Charles I. was a frequent 
guest here of the first Marquis of Worcester, who 
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not only hospitably received him, but spent upwards 
of .£60,000 (an immense sum in those days) in 
raising an army for the king's service, though it 
was but of little good when most wanted. Though 
at the great age of 88, he refused to surrender the 
castle to the Parliamentary forces under Fairfax, 
saying, ** I make choice, if it so please God, rather 
to die nobly than to live in infamy.*' The siege 
lasted for ten weeks, at the end of which time 
(1646) the castle surrendered with all the honours 
of war to Fairfax, who guaranteed the marquis due 
safety for his person. This promise, however, was 
basely disregarded, and the venerable nobleman 
was given into the custody of Black Bod, though 
his death occurred very shortly afterwards. The 
money spent in eqmpping his Majesty's army was 
by no means the toUl loss of the house of Somerset. 
Large sums in specie were lent to the king, while 
the destruction to the castle and the grounds by 
cutting down wood, etc., was computed at, at least, 
i:100,000, to which must be added the sequestra- 
tion of the income of Jl*20,000 per annum for 14 
years until the Bestoration. Of ail these vast sums 
the second marqms saw little or nothing, even when 
the king did come to his own again ; and although 
his loyalty did continue unabated, it was not credit- 
able that the royal memory was so short. The 
second marquis, Edward Somerset, was a man of 
much originality and scientific power. He wrote a 
book describing his * Century of Inventions,' and 
was undoubtedly the inventor of a form of steam- 
engine, the details of which are not clear. At all 
events, he constructed some cunning waterworks 
in the moat around the Yellow Tower, and played 
with much effect upon the Puritans when they 
came to search the castle. What the besieging 
army of the Parliament spared of Baglan, time and 
the robberies of the country-side soon made away 
with. In fact, it was a ready-made quarry, and it 
is mentioned that one mason, acting under the 
orders of the Parliamentary steward, took down and 
made away with no less than twenty-five staircases, 
besides smaller stonework in proportion. For- 
tunately, before the whole castle was levelled, the 
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then Duke of Beaufort stopped the demolition — and 
since then, and more especially by the present 
duke, the greatest care has been taken to prevent 
further decay, and in keeping the ruins in good 
order and of safe access to the public. The Warden 
of Eaglan, who is resident, has this responsibihty 
upon his hands, and it wants but a short inspection 
to see how well the duty is fulfilled. 

One of the finest views of the castle id that from 
the lawn in front of the great gateway, which is 
defended on each side by a remarkably graceful 
pentagonal tower. The machicolations of these 
towers are especially worth notice. On the L., 
but entirely separated from the main building by 
a broad and deep moat, is the Keepy or Yellow 
Tower of Gwent (Melyn-y-Gwent), a grand mass 
of masonry consisting of five hexangular stories, 
128 ft. in height, and with walls 10 £b. thick. It 
was connected with the fortress by a bridge across 
the moat, which disappeared during the siege, but 
a perfectly safe access is given by a wooden plank 
bridge. Notwithstanding Cromwell's efforts to 
destroy the tower, the staircase to the summit is 
fortunately intact, and thereby the visitor is able 
to enjoy one of the finest views in Monmouthshire. 
To the W. are the mountains of the Sugar Loaf, 
Blorenge, Skyrrid, Little Skyrrid, the Black Moun- 
tains; to the N. the Graig, Orcop, Garway, and 
Saddlebow; while in the Monmouth direction are 
the Kymin and the high grounds of the Forest of 
Dean, and towards Chepstow, TreUeph Beacon and 
Devauden Hill. The whole is a panorama of extra- 
ordinary beauty. 

Through the gateway, underneath the machico- 
lated towers, the Paved Court is entered, having 
on K. the Closet Tower and the breach in the walls 
through which the attacking army made their 
entrance. Opposite the gateway is the kitchen in 
a pentagonal tower, and connected with it by an 
underground passage, which was called the Wet 
Larder. On L. of the Paved Court is the great 
hall, a chamber of splendid proportions, but with 
very little to mark it except a fine oriel window. 
In the interior are the heraldic bearings and motto 

3 
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of the Somerset family, and an ample fireplace. 
Adjoining is the chapel, with two large figures 
standing out from the walls. W. of this, again, is 
the Fotmtmn Cowrt, which was once decorated 
wit^ the figure of a white horse, long since dis- 
appeared. This court was doubtless under the 
especial care of the inventive second marquis, for 
it was here that his system of water supply from a 
spring a mile ofif reached the castle. From this 
court a massive staircase, fortunately too big to be 
utilized by the depredators, leads to the state rooms, 
one of which, marked by a large stone window, was 
the favourite apartment of Charles I. These are 
the salient points to be noticed, although there are 
any amount of so-called dungeons, but more pro- 
bably cellars, which will a£ford sufficient interest 
for the explorer, in addition to the narrow walks 
over most of the walls, all of which are made 
perfectly secure, and need not alarm the most 
timid. Outside, too, is the terrace, the bowling- 
green, and other choice bits of greenery in pro- 
fusion. Three times a year the precincts of the 
castle are invaded by the Baglan Archery Club, a 
well-known county reunion, which has its head- 
quarters here, and once a year the Warden's Fdte 
brings together an enormous crowd, which, it is 
almost needless to say, the tourist had better avoid. 

Baglan Chv/rch (restored 1868), although out- 
wardly a plain, unattractive building, contains 
several objects of interest in the monuments of the 
Somersets, including those of the second marquis 
(the inventor) and of the fourth Earl of Worcester, 
the latter with mutilated alabaster effigies of the 
earl and his countess. The present duke has placed 
a tablet over them, detailing their destruction by 
the Parliamentary soldiers ; it is to him, too, that 
the restoration of the Beaufort Chapel and of the 
chancel is owing. There is a fine stained glass 
window in the chapel to the memory of the late 
Lord Baglan of Crimean fame, who was resident in 
the parish of Baglan. 

The tourist who has time on his hands, and does 
not wish to return to Monmouth by rail, may 
extend his excursion to White Castle, about 7^m. 
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to the N.W. — Ifm. at Cross Bychcm, turn to R. 
There is a remarkably fine view of the Sugar Loaf 
and the other hills around Abergavenny. 2m. 
Bryngwyn Chwrch, At 8m. we reach Llcmarth 
Cov/rt, the beautiful park and mansion of the 
Herberts, an old Boman Catholic family which 
has been identified with Monmouthshire a great 
many years, though, until within the last quarter 
of a century, under the name of Jones. About 5m. 
(from Baglan) the visitor reaches the valley of the 
Trothy once more, and in about 2m. further Llcm- 
tillio Crosaeny Pa/rh (Sir H. Jackson, Bt.). Close 
to the house, which is beautifully situated, is the 
church, a Dec. building with a graceful spire. 
There is a monument to the son of the late Colonel 
Morgan Clifford, a former proprietor. White Castle 
is nearly 2m. from Llantillio, and in the heart of 
the Monmouthshire wilds. It is an imposing 
fortress as regarding the space that it covers, but 
a mere shell after all, consisting of a strong curtain, 
mural towers, and a gatehouse. Its history is as 
meagre as its architectural details, but it is said to 
have derived its name of White Castle or Castell 
Gwyn from Gwyn ap Gwaethvoed, a brother of 
the Lord of Skenfrith. Mr. Clarke considers that 
it was a first-class Marcher castle as regards 
strength and capacity. ''It has no keep, and so 
far it resembles the Edwardian castle ; but its main 
defences are confined to a single line, covered, 
however, at the principal entrance by a waJled 
earthwork or barbican, and at the lesser entrance 
^ by a second and rather smaller earthwork, without 
or with but little masonry." The salient point of 
the fortress is the inner ward, a pear-shaped 
hexagon with six towers at the angles. As there 
are no traces of buildings within, it is evident that 
all internal accommodations niust have been of 
timber. The towers are about 60 ft. high, and 
remarkable for their thickness at the bases. The 
great barbican consists of a long curtain wall with 
four mural towers (one forming the kitchen) and 
an outer gatehouse. On the whole, the date of the 
castle is about that of John, or perhaps Henry III. 
It must be looked upon, not so much as a great 

8—2 
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military residence, as a depdt wherein a large 
amount of soldiery might be kept in reserve. The 
view from White Castle is charming, its very isola- 
tion and sequestered situation giving an interest of 
its own. From White Castle a return must be 
made to Llantillio Crosseny, whence it is a little 
over 7m. to Monmouth, 
(c) Up the Monnow to Skenfrith, Chroamontf a/nd 
Pontrilaa, This is a Walk of very considerable 
interest, although somehow it is not one that the 
majority of tourists undertake. It must not be 
imagined that the 13^ m. between Monmouth and 
Pontrilas cover all the distance of the Monnow 
Valley ; for it has a course of some 26m. from its 
source in the Black Mountains to its junction with 
the Wye, besides having some considerable affluents 
in the Dore, Worm Brook, and the Honddu. But 
Pontrilas is a more convenient point from which 
to visit either of these tributary valleys, as it is a 
station on the Hereford and Abergavenny section of 
the G.W.R. 

2m. At BocJcfield, where there is a very pretty 
church with a peculiar timber upper story, the old 
road from Abergavenny falls in, and the Skenfrith 
road diverges somewhat fromlthe Monnow, making 
a considerable bend at (6m.) Hilstone House. 

Picturesquely placed overlooking the river is (7m.) 
Skenfrith village and castle, one of those old 
Marcher fortresses which originally were thrown 
up during the occupation of the border by the 
Mercians and the EngUsh during the 8th and 9th 
centuries. Subsequently an E. E. keep was added, 
which greatly increased its importance, and made it 
a fit member of what is known as the Monmouth- 
shire trilateral. The other members are White 
Castle and Grosmont, celebrated as follows by the 
poet Churchyard: 

<* Three castles fayre are in a goodly ground. 
Grosmont is one, on hill it builded was ; 
Skenfrith the next, in valley it is found, 
The soyle about for pleasure there doth pepe. 
Whit-castle is the third, of worthie fame, 
The country round doth bear Whit-castle's name ; 
A stately seat, a lof tie, princely place. 
Whose beauty gives the simple soyle some grace." 
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As regarding its position, indeed, it is close to the 
river, which thus becomes its principal defence. 
The keep is a cylindrical tower with a widening 
base, standing within a trapeziiun-shaped enclosure 
formed of curtains and bastions, but unconnected 
with them. The age of the whole is either of the 
reign of John or of Henry III., when Skenfrith, 
like the others, was at its highest state of useful- 
ness in the disturbed state of the country. The 
church stands close to the castle, and contains an 
altar-tomb with effigies of the Morgan family, 16th 
century. 

From Skenfrith the tourist should make a diver- 
sion of Im. across the Monnow to Garway, where 
are some interesting remains of a preceptory of 
Knights Templars of Jerusalem. 

12m. is Grosmont, a village or little town of some 
local importance, containing the third of the famous 
trilateral of castles. The scenery at and around 
Grosmont is charming, it being sheltered by the 
Graig Hill, a prominent landmark in all Mon- 
mouthshire and Herefordshire panoramas, although 
of only very moderate height. Grosmont is well 
known both for its church and castle, the latter 
standing about 100 yards from the river, which here 
makes a sharp bend. After the subjugation of 
South Wales, it came into the hands of the De 
Braose family, and subsequently passed to the 
Cantelupes and the De Burghs, who had a grant of 
fifty oaks from the king for the purpose of im- 
proving the fortress. It was during their tenure 
that Grosmont was besieged by Llewelyn and 
relieved by King Henry III., who speedily put 
the Welsh to flight, although not before the latter 
had caught the English soldiers napping in the ditch, 
and carried off 500 horses. He then granted it to 
the Duchy of Lancaster, whose property it is, to- 
gether with the two other castles of the trilateral. 
It is composed of an irregularly shaped court, 
110 ft. long, with an east gateway and a wall 
. singularly placed on the N. side, so as to form part 
of the curtain wall. The great hall, a mere shell, 
is large in proportion to the scale of the defences, 
being 80 ft. long, lighted by six windows at the 
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Bides. In some buildings outside of and built 
against the west curtain is a fireplace, the flue from 
which is capped by a very graceful octagonal 
chimney, reminding one of the example at St. 
Briavels (p. 25). Grosmont contains a fine cruci- 
form church, with an octagonal tower and spire. It 
is of different dates, the pier arches of the central 
tower being Late Norman, as is also the octagonal 
font, while the remainder is for the most part E. E. 
The N. porch is Dec, probably the work of the 
same architect who built the castle chimney. The 
restoration of the roof was undertaken by Mr. Bolls, 
of the Hendre, a considerable portion of the church 
having been restored (1870-5) through the liberality 
of the same family. Here was buried the celebrated 
John of Kent, a Lollard divine of great repute, who 
held the living of Kentchurch. He was also a 
man of considerable scientific research, whereby 
he obtained the character of a necromancer. Gros- 
mont stiU retains a market — a proof of its ancient 
importance. 

At Im. from Grosmont a bridge crosses the 
Monnow immediately opposite Garway Hill ; l^m. 
B. is KentcJvwrch Courts which stands in a beautiful 
park on the slopes of the Herefordshire range of 
hills, known as Garway, Saddlebow, and Orcop. 
The house, which is castellated, is of the time of 
Henry V., and was built by a son-in-law of Owain 
Glyndwr, who spent much of his time here, even- 
tually dying at Monnington. 

14im, PoNTBiLAs Station (junction with Golden 
Valley iJ., p. 74). 

The journey from Monmouth to Boss (although by 
djirect road the two towns are only some 10m. apart) is 
of course much lengthened by following, in any degree, 
the sinuosities of the Wye. The beauties of this section 
are difficult to overrate, for, whether by water or by 
railway, the tourist wiU pass through a continuous suc- 
cession of romantic scenery of the highest order. The 
water excursions down the river from Boss, when practi- 
cable, enable it to be seen to the highest advantage ; but 
he railway should not be despised, for with the exception 
of the two tunnels at Symonds Yat and Welsh Bicknor, it 
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closely follows the course of the river, while the Symonds 
Yat and Lydbrook Stations give facilities for exploring the 
neighbourhood of each. 

From Tboy Station it is but a few minutes to May- 
hill Station, close to the town, and at the foot of the 
Kymin, Im. B. On the opposite side of the river stands 
the primitive little church of Dixton, consisting of nave, 
porch, chancel, and tower with a low broach spire. Con- 
spicuous on the hill above is Newton Cowrt, 

As the vaUey closes in, the Wye makes a sharp curve, 
having on the opposite bank Wyaston Leys, one of the 
most beautifully situated places on the river, and sheltered 
by the Little Doward Hillf which rises up pretty steeply 
behind. On its summit is a green-looking iron framework, 
erected by a former owner for a look-out, and it need 
scarcely be said that the view is a glorious one. It is not 
open to the visitor. There is also a well-preserved British 
camp, with a double vallum on the N.E., and a quadran- 
gular area, open on the S.E., but otherwise defended by 
steep cliffs. There seems good foundation for considering 
this to have been the camp of Oaractacus, who is said to 
have had a sanguinary fight with Ostorius, the Boman 
general, in the valley below, at a spot known as Slaughter. 
The range of hills opposite and on the rly. side is Hadnock 
Wood and Lady Park Wood, in the face of which, ap- 
proached by flights of ladders from the river, is a stalac- 
tite cave of uncertain extent, the chief chamber being 
known as the DeviVs Chapel. It is probable, however, 
that it is only a disused mine, of which there are many in 
the neighbourhood of the Forest of Dean. A steep path 
leads from the landing-place of the Lady Park to the 
summit of the Double View, whence it is but a short 
distance to the Buckstone and Staunton (p. 80), an ex- 
cursion' well worth taking. 

The Wye now makes another considerable curve round 
the Cheat Doward, at the eastern foot of which is Symonds 
Yat, and which is separated from the Little Doward by a 
ravine. It is a huge mass of Carboniferous limestone, 
which has been extensively quarried and the stone mcwle 
into lime ; and, as a consequence, the hillside is dotted 
with habitations. On its western side is King Arthu/r's 
Ca/vef a bone cave of great interest, which was explored in 
1871 by the Bev. W. Symonds, a well-known Worcester- 
shire geologist. The excavations yielded two perfect skele- 
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tons, and some Bomano-British pottery was found beneath 
successive layers of stalagmite, accompanied by bones of 
the horse, reindeer, cave-bear, hyaena, etc., and the usual 
kinds of flint and stone implements. Some good finds 
are also to be met with in the Doward limestone quarries, 
and especially in fish-teeth, scales, and spines (Gtenacan- 
thus). A section of the Great Doward will show basement 
beds of Upper Old Bed, overlaid by conglomerate and the 
upper yellow sandstone ; and above all is the Carboniferous 
limestone capping the summit. Continuing for about Im. 
on the eastern side of the hill, the river assuming every 
moment a more broken and romantic aspect, the tourist 
arrives at New Wevr, and — 6m. — Stmonds Yat Station, at 
the entrance of a tunnel. {Comfortable quarters and boats 
may be had at Davis*s Temp, Hotel,) 

The Wye from this point flows from the north, making 
the longest bend in all its career. Until the ascent of the 
Yat is made, it is almost impossible to imagine that the 
length of this curve by Whitchurch and Huntsham is 
between 3 and 4 m., while the distance across the neck of 
the peninsula is only a little under 600 yards. It follows, 
therefore, that. travellers by boat usually get out at the 
Yat, ascend it for the view, and rejoin the boat on the 
other side. Yat, as signifying ** gate," is popularly asso- 
ciated with an individual named Symonds, who barred 
the road to the view until his toll was paid. The Keltic 
allt (height) is, however, suggested as the original Yat ; 
and Symonds is clearly the same mythical personage whose 
name occurs on boundaries, as in Simonsbath and Simons- 
barrow, possibly Sigmund. The Yat, then, is a lofty spur 
of limestone jutting out and forming the framework, so to 
speak, of a great bend of the river ; and the scene that 
suddenly greets the visitor on reaching the top may chal- 
lenge any in Europe, so unexpected and instantaneous is 
it. The rock platform which crowns the summit is only 
some half a dozen yards across, so that, whichever side you 
look, the Wye is flowing beneath you at a great depth, 
though in different directions. But apart from this ap- 
parent optical illusion, the views both near and distant are 
of the rarest beauty, the principal points of which are as 
follows : — N. : The great loop of the Wye, Huntsham 
bridge and meadows, Whitchurch, Bocklands, Coppet Hill, 
Goodrich Church, and in the far distance the spire of Boss. 
S. : Staunton Church and the Buckstone (if it is clear), the 
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Forest of Dean in the distance, Coldwell Bocks, Bosemary 
Topping. E. : English Bicknor Church, Buardean Church, 
Courtfield. W. and S.W. : The Doward, the Welsh hills 
in the distance. 

l^m. from New Weir on L. is the pretty village of 
Whitchurch (Inn, Crotun), a short way from the river and 
at the northern foot of the Great Doward. [Distances : 
Monmouth, 4m. ; Goodrich Castle, Im. by road, 7m. by 
water.] The church contains a memorial to the great 
Lord Talbot, 1453, who was killed at Bordeaux, and his 
remains removed hither from Bouen. 

Huntaham Ferry, now accommodated with a bridge, is 
a locality of historical mterest, the right of f erry dom having 
been presented to the family who are still in possession 
by Henry IV., in return for the good news of the birth of 
his son at Monmouth. This was imparted to the king 
by the ferryman at Wilton Castle, and his business-like 
promptitude rewarded by gifts of the ferry and lands ad- 
joining. On the peninsula is an old manor-house of the 
Vaughan family, now a farmhouse. The orchard here is 
noted for its extreme fruitfuhiess and the enormous yields 
of cider. On the mainland opposite is Bocklands, the 
residence of the late Judge Herbert, a very popular and 
well-known county court judge. 

When the tourist has feasted his eyes and imagination 
with the Symonds Yat panorama, he will, if he is wise. 
Instead of descending on either side of the river, elect to 
walk to Lydbrook Junction through the Coldwell Walks, 
a mile of wonderful peeps and glimpses . of an almost 
magical grouping {admission 2d.), the entrance-gate being 
close to the Yat and parallel with the road to Coleford. 
The Coldwell Bocks form the commencement or termina- 
tion (according as the tourist is ascending or descending 
the river) of the great range of limestone cliffs which . 
mark the lower course of the Wye, and extend in an 
imbroken wall of at least 600 ft. sheer from the river. 
Owing to the thick woods, much of the singular efiPects 
would be lost were it not for the projections of the rocks, ' 
which enable the visitor (with care) to peep down into 
the depths below. The valley, which on the other side 
the Yat has been so contracted, now widens a little, leaving 
room for a few meadows, and this alteration lasts as far as 
Lydbrook Junction, where another great curve of the river 
takes place. At the termination of the Coldwell Walks 
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the path lies through a farmyard (Bicknor Court), and 
descends the hill to L. (a peep at English Bicknor spire on 
B.)y then through a charming wooded glen with a few 
scattered cottages (inquire) all the way downhill, emerging 
very near the signal-hox at 

Lydbbook Junction (unth Severn and Wye Radhuayi 
to Lydney cmd Bristol via Severn Bridge). Here is another 
beautiful bit of scenery, the sahent point in front being 
Coppet Wood Hill, through which the rail to Monmouth 
tunnels, and round which the Wye flows in a bend but a 
little shorter than the one at Huntsham. Close to the 
tunnel's mouth is WeUJi Bicknor Church, rebuilt in ex- 
cellent style in 1859. The interior contains a good deal 
of carving in Caen stone and alabaster, and some modem 
stained glass. An ancient effigy in the aisle is traditionally 
said to have been that of the Countess of Salisbury, who 
nursed Henry V., but of this the late Sir Samuel Meyrick, 
of Goodrich, was very sceptical, ascribing it rather to the 
time of Edward I. 

Occupying the slope of the promontory is Cowrtfield^ 
the beautiful old residence of the Yaughans, a long estab- 
lished B.C. family of this neighbourhood, which has 
given sundry bishops to the modem Boman hierarchy of 
England. Courtfield is exceptionally interesting, as the 
place wher.e Henry V. spent several of his earliest years. 
From this point is a lovely view up the Lydbrook Valley, 
a deep dell running from the Wye into the Forest of 
Dean. 

Lydbrook (Severn and Wye Bailway) is a busy and 
populous place, dependent upon iron and tinplate forges 
and foundries, for which the Forest coal affords ample 
facilities. A supplementary dingle is spanned by the 
Severn BaUway at an immense height, affording a curious 
view of the industrial hive below. Should time be no 
great object, the tourist should by all means walk from 
Lydbrook Junction to Kerne Bridge on the other side of 
the hill, instead of going by rail through the tunnel. 
Winding the comer by Courtfield, and on the slopes of 
Bishop's Wood Hill, is Bishop^s Wood House, or all that 
is left of it after its destruction by fire in 1871. But the 
views from the hill above, over Lydbrook and Buardean, 
are extremely pretty, and extend into Herefordshire as far 
as Ledbury and the Malvern Hills. A brook is crossed at 
Bishop's Wood which divides Gloucestershire and Here- 
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f ordshire, and another in the Drybrook Glen, higher up, has 
a subterraneous course of l^^m* The pedestrian rejoins the 
rail at 

Kerne Bridge Station (Inn, Kerne Bridge), which 
may be said to be situated at the upper gates of the Lower 
Wye scenery, where the river is crossed both by the 
line and the turnpike road. The lulls between Kerne 
Bridge and Bqss show evident signs of declining in height 
and boldness. On the opposite bank (rather over ^m.) is 
Goodrich, with its church, castle, and court, the former 
nearest the station. The village (Inn, Hoatelrie. Dis- 
tances : Momnouth, 6m. by road, 14 by water) is prettily 
situated on the high ground between the castle and the 
Huntsham bend. The church contains two objects of 
interest, viz., a chalice, the gift of Dean Swift, whose 
grandfather was vicar here during the Civil War, and a 
restored memorial window to the late Judge Herbert of 
Bocklands (p. 41), in which the modem has been success- 
fully blended with the ancient. Beautifully situated on 
a steep wooded bluff overhanging the Wye is Ooodrich 
Castle, one of the most interesting ruined fortresses in the 
district, although not the most extensive. No one seems 
to know who built it, although it is attributed to a chief 
named Godricus Dux, and it is also named as being given 
by King John to William Strigul in 1204. From thence 
it descended successively to the Earls of Pembroke and 
the Talbots, of whom Shakespeare's celebrated French 
warrior was one. (He is mentioned as Lord of Goderich 
on his monument at Whitchurch.) It afterwards passed 
to the Earls and Dukes of Kent, and was eventuaUy sold 
to the Monmouthshire family of the Griffins. Up to the 
17th century the castle seems to have had a tolerably 
peaceful existence ; but its troubles were to come when, 
garrisoned for the king by Sir E. Lingen, it was be- 
sieged by Colonel Birch, 1646. The siege lasted from 
March 10 to July 31, and resulted in the Parliamentary 
forces getting possession of the castle, making prisoners 
of Sir B. Lingen, 44 officers and gentlemen of the garri- 
son, and 60 common soldiers. In shape Goodrich is a 
parallelogram, with round towers at the angles, and 
entered (originally) by a very curious long passage, 
divided into sections by gates and portcullis. On the B. 
of the^ passage was the porter's lodge, which communicated 
with the constable's apartment, and next to the lodge was 
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the warder's seal;, from which the passage of the Wye 
could be observed. Then came the kitchen, with a sally- 
port underneath it, and a staircase leading to an ante- 
room that formed part of the great hall on the W. side, 
looking over the pleasaunce. The tower at the S.W. 
contained domestic apartments, and that on the N.W., 
known as the Ladies' Tower, was the scene of the final 
breach. At the S.E. angle is the Prison Tower, where 
some carvings on the jambs of the windows are still 
visible ; and in the courtyard between these two stands 
the keep, which is believed to have been built prior to 
the remainder of the fortress by an Irish chief named 
Macbeth. Like some other castles of pre-Norman date, 
it was placed close to the outside wall, although it was 
not lighted on that side. From the appearance of the 
windows they seem to be of Saxon time. "The large 
zigzag ornament on each side (between the columns) is in 
the rude form generally used by the earliest Saxons, and 
so also is that of the zigzag moulding or band, which is 
carried by way of ornament across the tower just under- 
neath this window." — {King.) The entrance gateway de- 
serves particular attention for its strength and for the 
ingenuity with which the portcullis and loopholes are 
arranged for the purposes of defence. The chapel, with 
the adjoining confessional, is immediately to the L. of the 
entrance, and there is a pretty octagon piUar in the Ladies* 
Tower on the N.W. The carvings on the windows in the 
Prison Tower consist of various figures and signs, some of 
which, a hart and a swan, were probably the bearings of 
Eichard II. or Henry IV., a figure of a man with a hawk 
being intended for the king himself. We know that he 
crossed the river here soon after the Hiuitsham ferryman 
had brought him the news of his son's birth, and nothing 
can be more likely than that he made Goodrich his tem- 
porary headquarters. 

Separated by a deep dingle from the ruins of the castle 
is the fine modem mansion of Goodrich Court, the pin- 
nacles and towers of which make a brave show above the 
river banks. It was built from designs of Blore in 1828, 
by the late Sir Samuel Meyrick, whose antiquarian know- 
ledge was as profound as his unique collection of knights 
in armour was interesting. At Sir Samuel's death this 
passed to the South Kensington Museum, one great attrac- 
tion to the Wye tour being thereby lost. Oood/ricJi Court 
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is now closed to the public. On the river-side, on the 
return to the station, the zealous antiquary may investigate 
the scanty remains (only a bam) of Flanes/ord Priory, 
founded 1347 for Black Augustinian Canons. But should 
he prefer walking to Boss, he may cross the ferry and 
pursue an open field walk, or take the road, passing 
Pencraig Court and Wilton Castle (p. 52). 

From Kerne Bridge the railway runs a tolerably direct 
course, passing B. the village and church of Walford, a 
small Norman building which possesses some features of 
interest, especially some traces of frescoes on S. wall. 
Here are monuments to the Bev. W. Adams, 1682, a 
stanch and loyal vicar to parish and king — ^the inscription 
is in Latin ; also to Fosbroke, an antiquary and topo- 
grapher, and to some members of the Kyrle family. 
Walford Court, now a farmhouse, was once occupied by 
Col. Kyrle, a friend of the Protector, who used frequently 
to stay here. The names of places in the neighbourhood, 
such as Warryfield, bear evidence of the presence of the 
ParHamentary forces at the time of the siege. Between 
the railway and river, on the L., is Hill Court, with a fine 
avenue to the house, planted by the Man of Boss. On B. 
is the beautiful wooded range of the Chase, and the spire 
of Boss Church soon appears in the distance. 

Boss Statioij (ju/nction unth 0,W,B.from Gloucester 
to Hereford), For the convenience of those tourists who 
have only time or inclination to explore the lower part of 
the Wye, commencing at Boss and using the river as their 
highway, the following brief tabulation will be sufficient 
to point out the objects worth notice on either side, the 
figures referring to the pages where the detailed descrip- 
tion will be found. Boats with experienced men are to be 
had at Boss from Mrs. C. Hobbs, Hope and Anchor Inn. 
The following is the tariff: 
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To Goodrich 
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Symonds Yat • 
Monmouth 
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Wilton Bridge. 
R. Wilton Castle and Village - 
L. The Chase 


PAGE 

- 62 
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PAOB 

R. Penonifi; Court - - - - • - 45 

L. HiU Ck)urt 46 

R. Goodrich Court and Castle - - 43 

L. Walford Church and Village ; Walford Court 45 

Kerne Bridge - - 43 

Railway Bridge. 

R. Coppet Wood Hill 42 

L. Bishop's Wood 42 

Drybrook. Bishop's Wood House and Church 42 

L. Lydbrook 42 

R. Courtfield 42 

Welsh Bicknor 42 

Railway Bridge. 

L. Lydbrook Junction Station • - - - 42 

Coldwell Rocks 41 

SymondsYat 40 

Huntsham 41 

Rocklands 41 

Huntsham Bridge. 

R. Whitchurch 41 

New Weir 40 

L. Symonds Yat Station 40 

R. Great Doward 40 

Little Doward 39 

Slaughter 39 

L. Lady Park Wood and Cave ■ . . • 39 

Hadnock, Kymin, Buckstone, Staunton - - 39 

R. Wyaston Leys 39 

Dizton 39 

Monmouth 28 

Monmouth Bridge. 
Railway Bridges. 

R. PenalltWood 27 

L. Redbrook 27 

Railway Bridge. 

L. Highbury Wood 27 

Florence 27 

Bigsweir Bridge. 

R. Bigsweir Station 25 

Llandogo 24 

L. St. Briayels Church and Castle - - - 25 

R. Trellech ..----- 24 

L. Brockweir 24 

Tintem Station - - - - - 18 

R. Tintem Parva 22 

Railway Bridge. 

L. Devil's Pulpit 23 
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PAOB 

R. Tmtern Abbey - - - - - - 20 

Wyndcliff 20 

L. Ban-y-gor ClifiFs ] 9 

Llancaut 23 

R. Twelve Apostles 24 

^ Pieroefield 19 

L. Wmtour*s Leap - - - . - - 23 

Tidenham 18 

R. Chepstow Castle — ^town 7 

Tubular Bridge. 

L. Tutshill 11 

Route III.— FROM ROSS TO HEREFORD. 

Ross Station. JwncUon with lines (0,W.B,) to 
Hereford cmd Olouceater. Pop. 3,575. Hotels: Boyal 
(Lvm.) J expensive J hut magnificent view ; Kvng^s Head ; 
Swan. Conveyances : Bail to Hereford, Gloucester, 
a/nd Monmouth, Distance : London by rml, '132m. ; 
Gloucester, 18m. ; Monmouth, 13m. ; Chepstow, 29m. ; 
Good/rich Castle, 4m. ; Walford, 2^m. ; Weston Penyard, 
2m. ; Wilton Castle, Im. ; Bridstow, l^m. ; Whitchurch, 
6^m. ; Hohne Lacy, 9m. ; Ha/rewood, 6m. 

Very few towns can boast of a more lovely situation 
than Ross, truly called the gate of the Wye, which here 
bids farewell to the great Herefordshire plain and enters 
the broken lulls and defiles, through which it flows to the 
end of its career. It is true that between Hereford and 
Ross there is some most charming scenery, as a foretaste 
of that which is to come, but it is not nearly so marked, 
either in outline or character, as that which commences so 
soon below Ross. The town, conspicuous for many miles 
by its graceful spire, stands at a considerable height 
aoove the river plain, towards which the streets straggle 
down in a rather steep slope, the summit of which is 
crowned by the church and the Royal Hotel. Ross is by 
no means modem, for it is said to have been a market- 
place in the reign of Stephen, to have been made a 
borough by Henry III., and summoned to send to the 
first Parliament of Edward I. The inhabitants, like 
thrifty folk, did not appreciate the value of a Parlia- 
mentary representative, and actually petitioned the king 
to be let alone. Ross has in its time been graced by three 
royal visits, viz., from Henry IV., Charles I., whose 
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temporary resting-place still stands in Church Lane, and 
George iV. Naturally, therefore, it contains a fair store 
of picturesque old houses, such as the SaracerCs Head, 
High Street, which has carving of the time of Henry VIII. 
About the centre of the town, conmianding the junction of 
several streets, is the Market Hall, which at nrst glance 
looks as if the rows of pillars upon which the super- 
structure is raised were of Boman date, and this idea is 
heightened by the ragged look of the stone. It really, 
however, is a pseudo-ItaJian design, erected in Charles II. *s 
reign, and a most characteristic building in form and tone. 
At one end is a bust of Charles II., and on the wall near 
the E. a carved monogram, representing F. C. and a 
heart, and beHeved to bear the interpretation of '* Faithful 
to Charles in the heart." The hall above, over which is a 
clock tower, is devoted to the public business of the town. 
The chief interest of Boss is, of course, centred in 
the church, and its associations with John Kyrle, the Man 
of Boss, although even without these there is much worth 
seeing in it. Its general date is the 13th century, but 
it has had at various times many alterations, not always 
for the best. From the appearance of several of the 
pillars, it is probable that an earlier Norman church pre- 
ceded the present one. It consists of nave with aisles, 
chancel. Lady Chapel, N. and S. porches, a pinnacled tower, 
and a very graceful spire, 208 ft. in height. This '* heaven- 
directed spire" (Pope) has twice at least been altered, 
once by John Kyrle, who took down 47 ft. of the old one, 
and once by a thunderstorm, which took down 50 ft. But 
it certainly is a most charming feature, and contributes very 
largely to the attraction of the town and neighbourhood. 
Much judicious restoration and improvement has taken 
place during the time of the late and of the present rector, 
and a considerable amount of excellent work brought to 
the hght of day which had previously been covered with 
plaster. The chancel, which is 50 ft. long, is raised above 
the nave, and it was in making alterations here that many 
fragments of earHer style were discovered. Supporting 
the beams in the chancel is a series of saints, kings, and 
queens. The stained glass throughout the church is un- 
usually interesting. In the parvis over the S. porch is a 
Perp. window given by the late Bt. Hon. M. Bernard. 
The E. window of chancel is a fine memorial to the late 
rector Dr. Ogilvie, and the " ladies' window " forms the W. 
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window of the nave. Stained glass occupies the lights on 
the N. and S. sides of the chancel, also the south windows 
of the Lady or Markey Chapel. But perhaps the greatest 
interest, attaches to what is known as the Kyrle window, 
at the E. end of the N. aisle, and for the reason that it 
was supposed, though erroneously, to have been just over 
where the Man of Boss used to sit. The story goes that 
some elms had been planted by Mr. Kyrle outside this 
part of the church, and that after his death a rector, who 
evidently had no sense of the fitness of things, either 
proposed to, or actually did, cut down the trees on the excuse 
that they blocked out the light. But no sooner was the 
irreverent deed carried out, than some of the roots forced 
their way inside the church and flourished exceedingly, so 
as to occupy the precise space inside the window. It is a 
pretty story, but, like many an ancient tradition, not 
quite correct. Kyrle never did sit at this exact spot in 
the church. Nor is there any foundation for the cutting 
down of the trees by the aforesaid rector ; and, in point of 
fact, the whole incident arises from the very natural 
glorification of a man who was single-minded and generous 
to a degree, and whose associations are ipterwoven with 
almost every public work that took place in Boss during 
his lifetime. Whether the story be true or not, it is sad 
to relate that these singular little elms are now dead. 

The Man of Boss deserves a better monument than the 
one erected to him on the N. wall of the chancel, although 
its poorness is somewhat compensated by the inscription 
upon him written by his kinswoman, the Coimtess of Dup- 
plin. But there really is a most interesting series pf tombs 
to the families of Budhall and Westfaling. The head of 
the Budhall family, who lived at the village of Budhall, 
about 2m. distant, was Serjeant Budhall, 1529, to whom 
and his wife there is a fine gilt and sculptured altar-tomb, 
the costumes being of the time of Henry VII. There are 
several monuments of this family, who appear to have 
been prolific, one having had four sons and thirteen 
daughters, another five sons and ten daughters. Two 
alabaster effigies of John Budhall and wife, in the costume 
of Charles I., also an upright efiigy of a William Budhall, 
a Boyalist general, in the dress of a Boman militaire. 
The WestfaJings, of whom was Bishop Westfayling, of 
Hereford, succeeded by marriage to the Budhall estate ; 
and on one of the monuments is a charming sculpture by 

4 
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Theed. Besides these are several memorials to members 
of the Kyrle family, a modem one to the Rt. Hon. M. 
Bernard, d. 1862, etc. Boss Church is placed in the middle 
of a noble chiirchysu*d, which is shaded by avenues of elms, 
held in very high respect by the parishioners, partly from 
their innate beauty, and partly from a tradition that 
Kyrle planted them at the Bestoration. On the western 
side is a stone gateway erected by Kyrle and containing 
his crest, a hedgehog ; and this opens to what is known 
as the Project, which has played a considerable part in 
the annals of the town. Indeed, the view can scarcely be 
excelled for extent and beauty. Below, the Wye curves 
round a spacious flat, called the Oak Meadow, to the bridge 
and castle of Wilton, and hence the course of the river 
passes Pencraig, Goodrich, Coppet Wood Hill, Symonds 
Yat, and the Dowards. Far in the W. are some of the 
mountains in the neighbourhood of Abergavenny, viz. 
Great Skyrrid or Holy Mountain, the Blorenge, the Black 
Mountains, while more to the N. are the Graig, Orcop, 
Saddlebow, and lesser Herefordshire hills. To the N.E. lies 
the beautiful country between Boss and Hereford, broken 
by the elevations of the Woolhope Hills, Gaplar Camp, and 
the high grounds about Perrystone. Through the Pro- 
spect John Kyrle made a favourite walk of about a mile 
to the W., gradually sloping to the river. This was called 
the Man of Boss's Walk, at the end of which a summer- 
house was built subsequently, though it has long since 
disappeared. Mr. Kyrle took a lease of the Prospect for 
600 years, intending to make it a public park, but some- 
how or other he changed his intention and let a portion to 
an innkeeper to use as grazing ground. In 1837 a Mr. 
Barrett bought all Kyrle's rights in the property and 
built the Boyal Hotel, naturally enclosing a portion of land 
for the hotel gardens. The Boss inhabitants, however, 
looked with a jealous eye on what appeared to them to 
be encroachments, and after several overt acts by annoy- 
ance on their part, a riot took place in which the hotel 
grounds were demolished. The affair was about to be 
placed in Chancery,- but fortunately better sense prevailed, 
and a compromise took place between the proprietor of 
the hotel ground and the inhabitants, the latter agreeing 
to use as their own the southern half of the Prospect only. 
We can scarcely dismiss this part of our subject with- 
out a few words about John Kyrle himself, who did so 
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muoh for his native place, and was, in every sense of the 
word, a philanthropist. He came of a family who settled 
in Herefordshire temj), Edward I., his father, 1627, being a 
Justice of the Peace at Boss. His life was a most 
uneventful one, and yet through the powerful force of 
unceasing hospitality, charity, and good neighbourliness, 
his name was known far and wide. He was the subject of 
laudatory verses from more than one celebrated poet, the 
best known being those of Pope, who wrote to Tonson the 
bookseller to supply him with the necessary information. 

" Behold the market-place with poor o'erspread, 
The man of Ross divides the weekly bread, 
He feeds yon aJmhouse, neat but void of state, 
Where age and want sit smiling at the gate. 
Here portioned maids, apprenticed orphans blest, 
The young who labour, and the old who rest." 

The neighbourhood of Ross is extremely pretty and 
varied, although not romantic, except on the Wye side, 
from which the tourist has just emerged. A few 
walks are briefly jotted down, which can be taken, if time 
aJlows. 

Excursions : 

(a) To Weston Penyard and Mitcheldean Station^ 
2m. Weston Penya/rd is charmingly placed under 
the bank of Penyard HiU, a long wooded ridge, 
which forms a conspicuous feature in this portion 
of Herefordshire, and on the summit of which a 
castle once existed. ** By whom and when it was 
erected is unknown, and although tradition assigns 
the foundation to the Talbots, it is equally probable 
that there was a fortified place here for some time 
before, in order to communicate between Gloucester 
and Monmouth by Walford and Goodrich through 
the narrow defile between the woods of Penyard 
and the northern extremity of the Forest of Dean, 
known as Lea Bailey." The church, the tower of 
which stands in a fine situation on the hillside, was 
restored by Street in 1870; about ^m. from the 
village is Bury Hill, considered to have been the 
site of the Roman city Ariconitim, although some 
antiquaries argue that this site was at Walford, on 
the ground of the " waU " in its name, and partly 
because it was exceedingly rare for the Romans to 

4—2 
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build a city bo far from a river as is Bury Hill. 
But it is also said, with much circumstantiality, that 
about a hundred years ago Boman relics and coins 
were exhumed, and that there were vestiges of 
ancient smelting-places. 

In Lower Weston are Penyard House and a very 
picturesque old Elizabethan dwelling well worthy 
of note : '* It is an excellent and interesting example 
of the mansion of a comfortably-off Tudor squire. 
Over the doorway are the arms of the builder, who 
was a Mr. Nourse, a well-known political character 
in Herefordshire during the 17th century." — (Dtm- 
cvmbe.) About ^m. L. (the other side of the railway) 
is Budhall, where the old family of that name 
lived; 2m. from Weston Penyard, passing L. 
Wharton Lodge (from which in clear weather 
there is a singular peep of the Sugar Loaf near 
Abergavenny), the road divides, straight on to 
Longhope and Gloucester, sharp to E. to Mitchel- 
dean Boad Station, the town of that name being 
about 2m. to S. Just before arriving at the station 
is Lea Chv/rch^ with a pretty E. E. spire. The 
ecclesiologist will find a couple of churches worth 
attention some 3 and 5 m. to N., viz., Linton^ re- 
stored by Streety and Upton Bishop^ restored by 
Scott Passing imder the railway-bridge, take a 
lane to B., entering a wooded and lully bit of 
country known as Lea Bailey Enclosure, and form- 
ing part of the Forest of Dean. Follow the course 
of a brook that runs between Penyard Hill and 
Warm Hill, eventually emerging into the Walford 
Boad and the Wye VaUey at Coughton. It is more 
interesting, however, to finish the latter part of the 
walk by the wooded height of the Chase, from 
which there is a descent directly upon Boss — an 
overgrown camp is to be found on the summit of 
the Chase. 
(6) To Wilton, Bridstow^cmdHcurewood, Conspicuous 
objects in the view from the Prospect are the 
towers of Wilton Castle, Im. from Boss, where the 
Wye is crossed by the Monmouth road. Upon the 
bridge, from whence is an extremely pretty view 
towards Pencraig and Goodrich, is a curious old 
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pillar with four sundials and the following pithy 
advice : 

** Esteem thy precious time 
Which pass so swift away, 
Prepare thee for eternity, 
And do not make delay. " 

This bridge, which was built temp. Elizabeth, was 
the scene of a skirmish, during the Civil War, 
between a party of Boyalists from Goodrich Castle 
and the Parliamentary troops; and shortly after- 
wards it was partially broken down to prevent the 
Governor of Gloucester from passing over. Although 
the castle itself consists of a mere shell, enclosing 
in its bounds a modern residence in somewhat 
dangerous proximity to the ruined walls, it was a 
place of considerable importance, as one of the 
chain of fortresses erected to maintain the safety 
of the Marches. It is supposed to have been built 
by Stephen, and was long the home of the Greys 
of Wilton, of whom was Arthur, Lord Grey, one of 
the peers who sat upon the trial of the Duke of 
Norfolk. He was the patron of Spenser, who spent 
much of his time here. Wilton is now the property 
of the Guy's Hospital Commissioners. The little 
village straggles sdongside the river below bridge 
very picturesquely. 

Leave Goodrich and Monmouth road on L., 
follow straight on to Bridstow Churchy which is 
credited with Saxon age, but was rebuilt 1861. 
There is a Norman arch in the chancel, and also a 
tomb of the Greys of Wilton. Im. L. is Peterstow 
Chwch (E. E., but with a Norman chancel and 
nave). It has been well restored by the late Sir 
G. G. Scott. 

The road from Bridstow passes Morastone House, 
and at 4m. arrives at a beautiful wood-crowned 
bend of the Wye, which is crossed a little farther 
on at Hoarwithy by an iron bridge. The church 
at Hoarwithy is worth seeing — modem, built by 
Seddon in Lombardic style, with apses and cloisters. 
On the opposite bank is the village of King's Caple 
and the seats of Pennoxstone (Sir E. Cockbum, 
Bart.) and Aramstone. On the S. side of the bend 
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is SellacTc, the church of which, dedicated to St. 
Telesiachus, has a pretty spire. Close to the village 
is Caradoc, a restored Elizabethan house formerly 
belonging to Lord Digby. 

Between Caradoc and Hoarwithy a road turns 
L., leading to Harewood, 5m., an interesting and 
beautiful park, until of late years the residence of 
the Hoskyns family. The church (modem) is also 
the chapel of the mansion, and has a finely groined 
roof and much stained glass. It was originally a 
preceptory of the Knights Templars. Harewood 
Forest, which formerly extended a good deal further 
than it does now, is one of sundry Harewoods 
( = " higher wood "), assigned as the scene of Ethel- 
wold's murder by Edgar, at Elfrida's instigation. 
This, at all events, was the version given of the 
affair by the poet Mason, who took the opportunity 
to glorify the beauties of Harewood. 

From Harewood the pedestrian may extend his 
walk about 6m. to Tram Inn Station, and catch a 
train for Hereford, or he may cross the Wye at 
Hoarwithy, and so to Fawley Station on the Boss 
and Hereford line — or return to Boss by a different 
road, through (l^m. from Harewood) the village of 
Hentla/nd, traditionally said to have been the site of 
a coUege which contained 1,000 students, and was 
founded by the holy St. Dubricius, first Bishop of 
Llandaff, a.d. 470. The church has a few E. 
Norman details. Beyond Hentland is a singular 
old moated house named Gillow, The road leaves 
Peterstow (p. 53) a little to L., and joins the former 
road at Wilton. 

Quitting the station at Boss, the line runs over some 
fiat ground, known as the Abbot's Meadows, leaving to 
B. Brampton AbbotSf fine old church, and then crosses 
the Wye for the first time at Backney Bridge. The river 
here makes a long curve (B.), under steep woods, of over 
4m., while the line crosses the neck in one. The second 
crossing shows the Wye curving on L. with a broader 
sweep, but not quite so long as the first. The railway 
soon enters the red sandstone cutting, in which is situated 

4i^m. Fawley Station. Within the first or easterly curve, 
B. of railway, is the (Sj^m.) village of Foy (the church of 
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which has a good rood-screen), and on the high ground 
above it (on L. bank of river) are Perrystone and the 
Chantry. A little north is a good church (Dec. and 
Perp.) at How Gaple. On L. of the railway are Sellack 
and Garadoc (p. 54). 

In what may be caUed the Fawley curve (on L. of rail- 
way) are the village of King's Caple and the seats of 
Pennoxstone and Aramstone. Hoarwithy Church (bridge) 
is on the opposite side of the Wye. 

On R. of the station is Fa/wley Chapel and Court, the 
latter an interesting Elizabethan farmhouse, once the 
residence of Sir John Kyrle. 2m. beyond is Brockhampton 
(Sir B. Leighton, Bart.). In the churchyard here, which 
has some fine yews, are the remains of a preaching-cross, 
a few steps and a portion of an octagonal monolith. 

Immediately on quitting Fawley Station there is a 
tunnel and a third crossing of the river, the curve of 
which is, on B., surrounded by the high grounds of Carey 
Wood on the L. bank, and Ballingham Hill on B. Thence 
the line tunnels for 1,280 yards through Ballingham Hill, 
and reaches 

6^m. Holm Lacy Station. The coimtry on either side 
the railway abounds in objects of interest, and although 
they are within an excursion from Hereford, several miles 
are saved by starting from Holm Lacy. Not far from the 
station is Holm House, the fine seat of the Earl of Chester- 
field. (The gardens are thrown open two or three times 
each stmimer to visitors, the dates being usually ad- 
vertised,) The De Lacys held this estate in the time of 
the Conqueror, a descendant of this family marrying a 
son of Sir Peter Scudamore of Wiltshire. On settling at 
Holm Lacy the Scudamores were created viscounts, and 
became celebrated for their literary tastes, and the 
patronage that they bestowed on the poets of the day, 
particularly Spenser and Pope. In 1820 the property 
came into the hands of Sir E. Scudamore- Stanhope, who 
became Earl of Chesterfield. The mansion is a somewhat 
heavy building of the date of the commencement of the 
last century, in the shape of the letter H* with fine 
northern and eastern fronts of 200 ft. in length, while the 
southern front is rather less. The terrace is 700 ft. in 
length, and the entrance-gallery leading to the staircase is 
90 ft. The principal apartments are very fine, and con- 
tain some wood-carvings by Grinling Gibbons, with paint- 
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ings by Vandyke, Sir Peter Lely, and other good masters. 
The grounds are laid out in an old-fashioned style, sepa- 
rated by very thick yew hedges, and intersected by a long 
terrace of SCk) ft. On the other side of the railway is the 
Holm Lacy Church f of Norman date. It contains several 
Scudamore monuments, and amongst them one to the 
grandmother of the last viscount, who married the Duke 
of Norfolk. The parsonage is celebrated for its prolific 
pear-tree, which is said to produce from 14 to 18 hogsheads 
of perry of 100 gallons each. It may be mentioned that' 
one of the Viscounts Scudamore was a learned horti- 
culturist, and did a great deal for Herefordshire by intro- 
ducing the red- streaked apple into the county. 

Excursions : 

(a) It is a very interesting walk from Holm Lacy 
Station, through the wooded ridges at the back of 
the mansion, to the simimit of Acornbury and 
Dinedor Hills, and so by the Boss road to Hereford. 
It is between 2 and 3m. to the spot where that 
road is intercepted, and another Ijm. to Acorn- 
bury Gamp, a conspicuous camp crowning the high 
grounds that overlook the valley of the Wormbrook 
and the line of the Hereford, Abergavenny, and 
Newport section of the G.W.K. The summit is 
unfortimately grown over with trees, which make 
it as difficult to see the view as to trace the outlines 
of Garactacus' camp. The church, which is much 
nearer to the Boss road, was once built as a priory 
of the order of St. Augustine by one of the De 
Lacys, but has met with a good deal of bad treat- 
ment. The details are very mixed, and it is said 
that a splendid carved roof was taken away for 
building purposes. There are several inscribed 
stones, two of which are to Norman-French monks. 
Bather more than Im. from Acornbury Church 
(towards Boss) is Little Dewchurch. From Acorn- 
bury the road descends l^m. between Bidge Hill 
and Dinedor Hill, a very favourite excursion with 
the citizens of Hereford. The summit is crowned 
by a Boman camp, believed to have been occupied 
by Ostorius, while watching his enemy on Acorn- 
bury. The view is wonderfully fine, and embraces 
Hereford Cathedral, and a very long stretch of the 
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Wye, both above and below the city. The tourist 
has the towers and spires of Hereford before him 
in exquisite array as he descends the hill through 
the oak avenue of Green CHse, formerly planted 
by one of the Bodenhams of Botherwas, in 1715, 

I as a memorial of the Stuarts. The park and old- 
fashioned brick mansion of Botherwas are immedi- 
ately on the opposite bank of the Wye. James I. 
did the then proprietor the honour of staying with 
him during a royal progress; and the house con- 
tains several traces of old domestic architecture. 
Bullinghaniy the last village passed before reaching 
Hereford, has a large B. C. estabhshment for nuns. 
The road then enters the suburban parish of St. 
Martin and Blackmarston, and crosses the bridge 
to the city. 

if)) An exceedingly interesting district lies on the L. 
bank of the river, opposite the high ground which 
we have just explored — although the interest apper- 
tains more to the scientific and geological student 
than to the ordinary sight-seer. But the neigh- 
bourhood is so full of beauty that the pedestrian to 
the Woolhope Valley of Elevation will scarcely 
regret a day spent in its lanes and valleys. From 
Hereford to the village of Mordiford, which is the 
N.W. entrance into the district, is 4m. ; and from 
Holm Lacy Station across the bridge at Evenpit 
to join the Gloucester road is about Im. Turn to 
B. at the base of Limestone Bidge to the village 
of (l^m.) Fownhope, commanding a lovely view of 
the Wye VaUey and of the opposite wooded hills. 
The church (Norman) has a timber spire, and a 
tympanum with a Virgin and Child. The interior 
is renowned for a needlework replica of Leonardo 
da Vinci's 'Last Supper,' executed by a former 
vicar's wife. On the S. side of the tower is the 
Chandos Chapel. Near the village is Fownhope 
Court (seat of the Lechmeres). A little to the S. 
of Fownhope, rising sharply over the river, is 
Capla/r Camp, from which came a good deal of 
the stone used in the erection of the cathedral, and 
2im. to the E. the village of Sollershopef which 
may be called the southern gate of the valley. 
Hence turn to the N. for 2im. to Woolhope, which is 
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a primitive little village, but which, for all that, 
forms part of a most classic ground in the 
realms of geology — ^the district in which some of the 
knottiest points in the whole Silurian system were 
worked out by Sir Boderick Murchison* and his 
contemporaries, Sir A. Bamsey, Mr. Salter, the 
Bev. W. S. Symonds, and, not last nor least, that 
highly- trained body of men, the Woolhope Field 
Club, to whom the natural history of Herefordshire 
and the West of England is so indebted. It is 
with a vivid remembrance of pleasant intercourse 
and kindly acquaintance that the writer of these 
lines recalls a many years' membership of this 
well-known society and its working field-days. 
About l|m. N.E. from Woolhope, on the eastern 
slope of the Green HiU, is The Wonder^ in the 
parish of Marcle, where in 1575 a landslip took 
place which has ever since furnished matter for 
county history and awful occurrences. It happened 
in the 13th year of Queen Elizabeth, and was not 
so much an earthquake as a moving mountain, 
accompanied by a vast noise. It left some huge 
fissures ; " and passmg along, it overthrew a chapel 
in its way, removed a yew-tree planted in the 
churchyard ; with the like force it thrust before it 
highways, sheepfolds, hedges, and trees, made 
tilled ground pasture, and again turned pasture 
into tniage. Having walked in this sort from 
Saturday evening to Monday noon, it then stood 
still." About ^m. to N. is Cochshotty whence there 
is a magnificent view, Hereford and Gloucester 
being both visible, With the whole course of the 
Wye for a long way. 

The Woodhope Valley of Elevation, an isolated 
upthrow of Silurian rocks from the Great Bed 
Sandstone of Herefordshire, is of a pear-shaped 
size, about 4 to 5m. in the long direction, and 4m. 
across. It ;might perhaps be likened better to a cut 
onion in one sense, with the edges of the adjacent 
geological layers exposed to view, and the interior 
being formed of a dome of Upper Llandovery rock 
(what used to be called Caradoc), at Haugh Wood, 
although there are no very good exposures there. 
The succeeding beds (going uppermost) are Wool- 
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hope Limestone, and Wenlock Limestone and Shales, 
and from their prominence and their synuuetrical 
development they offer many capabilities of study. 
Good sections may be met with near Woolhope 
Church and Broadmoor Common; also very pro- 
fusely near Dormington on the N. (nearly 2m. 
from Stoke Edith Station) ; Limekiln Bank, near 
Fownhope ; Scatterdine Quarries, Im. from Mordi- 
ford. These are the great ' centres,' but almosji 
every lane and hillside will furnish some material 
for reflection. The upper series, such as the Upper 
and Lower Ludlow, and the Aymestry rocks, are 
very thin, compared with what they are in more 
typical districts. They are to be studied well in 
the rocks at the back of Stoke Park, Adam's Eocks, 
and Backbury Camp. While typical fossils may 
be obtained in plenty at different places, it may be 
mentioned that Dormington Wood is the great 
treasure-house of corals, and that very fine trilobites 
are to be met with near Woodhope (see p. 103). 
From Backbury Camp, keep on the hill above 
Sufton Court, the seat of the Hereford family, 
which has held it for six centuries on condition of 
presenting the sovereign with a pair of gilt spurs 
whenever riding over Mordiford Bridge. At the 
bottom of the hill is (4m. from Hereford) Mordi- 
ford, prettily situated at the junction of the Lugg 
and the Frome with the Wye. Mordiford is cele- 
brated for the legend of a dragon with pestiferous 
breath, which created great ravages, and was at 
last killed by a malefactor, who met his death in 
the encounter. The portrait of the beast was long 
hung up in the church. The latter has a Norman 
S. doorway, and the effigy of Margaret Vaughan 
of Courtfield, 1655, " who died at her prayeres in 
y® forme as ye see her portraiture." Im. further 
on is Hampton Bishop, where the road again 
approaches the Wye. 

From Hohn Lacy it does not take long to complete the 
journey, a jimction being formed, just before crossing the 
river, with the Hereford, Abergavenny, and Newport 
sections. 

12 Jm. Hereford (Barr's Court) Station (junction with 
lines to Shrewsbury, Worcester, and Newport). 
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BouTE IV.— HEREFOED TO PONTRILAS. 

Hereford Stations. Barr's Court for Shrews - 
huryj Worcester y Gloucester, Abergavenny , and Newport, 
Befreshment-rooms, Barton for Ha^, Three Cocks, 
Brecon, Mid-Wales. Pop. 20,267. lELotela : Mitre, Green 
Dragon, City Arms, Ternjperamce, Distances : London, 
144m. ; Gloucester, 30m. ; Boss, 12Jm, ; Shrewsbu/ry, 
61m. ; Malvern, 21m. ; Leominster, 12^m. ; Pontrilas, 
ll^m. Abergavenny, 23m. ; Kilpech, SJ^m. ; Hay, 20m. ; 
Brecon, 38m. ; Three Cocks, 25m. ; Credenhill, 4^m. ; 
Woolhope, 8m. ; Holm, Lacy, 6m. ; Dinedor Htll, 4m. ; 
Acornbury Hill, 5m. The tourist will expect to find that 
the city, which dm-ing the last day's excursion over the 
hills has been so much in view, has an ancient lineage and 
a somewhat stirring history, as being the largest place 
that we have yet seen on the Marches. In its very earliest 
days Magna Castra (p. 8) was the British Caerffawydd = 
the " Place of Beeches." Changing the C to H gives 
Haerffawyd, but Henfford=**old ford," is more likely, and 
Heraford=" army ford," nearly as good; while "higher 
ford" has claims. Naturally the city afforded an admirable 
target for Welsh mountaineers, and even Danes, who came 
up the Severn and the valley of the Wye. But the govern- 
ment was fortunately in the hands of Ethelfieda, sister of 
Edward the Elder, who gave good account of her prisoners, 
and constructed the Hereford castle, which, according to 
Leland, was one of the strongest and largest in England, 
while the city was fortified otherwise by six bars of gates. 
In the next century Llewelyn the Welsh king attacked the 
city, burnt the cathedral, and murdered the bishop and 
canons ; but afterwards Harold very much strengthened 
the defences. In 1329 Edward II. was deposed, and his 
favourite, Hugh de Spencer, hanged by order of Queen 
Isabella. In the time of the Eoses, the celebrated battle 
of Mortimer's Cross (about 10m. from Hereford) was 
fought in 1461, when the Lancastrians under Tudor, Earl 
of Pembroke, were defeated by the Duke of York, after- 
wards Edward IV. During the Parliamentary war the 
city was besieged three times by Sir William Waller and 
the Earl of Leven, and in these matters Holm Lacy was 
very conspicuous on the Boyalist side. 

The visitor for the first time to Hereford will not be long 
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in coming to the conclusion that it is a very well-to-do, 
well-cared-for city, and although it scarcely lays claim to 
the position of a manufacturing town, there is a strong 
element of active business running through it. Agricul- 
ture is of course its keynote; for, from its position in 
the centre of a great plain, it is a very important market, 
particularly famous for its cattle breed, wood, timber, 
and fruit, particularly apples, the production of cider 
being on a very large scale. The city has a mingled as- 
pect of modern-day business with the old-fashioned com- 
fort and respectability of the cathedral close and the 
assize town ; and even when the tourist has exhausted the 
principal lions, there are plenty of byways in which to 
gather interest. 

Facile princepSy of course, is the venerable cathedral, 
which, while almost in the centre of the city, is sufficiently 
secluded in its beautiful close to be ** far from the madding 
crowd." The close is entered by two main entrances, 
one from Broad Street, hard by the W. window, the 
other at the opposite end from Castle Street, the whole 
of the building being situated on the S. side, between 
the path and the river-bank. Hereford shares with most 
other cathedrals the haziness and mystery of its earliest 
architectural history, and it is scarcely to be wondered at, 
when we remember what a long line of bishops has sat 
here since the 6th century, and that King Ethelbert, who 
was murdered by the Saxon Oflfa, was buried here soon 
after his death. This event was the commencement of 
the long course of prosperity which entitled the King of 
Mercia to build a church more befitting its saint; and 
that cathedral survived for two centuries. The one after 
this was destroyed by the Welsh, and a third was begun by 
Bishop Bobert of Lorraine, 1079, and steadily continued 
under successive bishops, until the finishing touch was 
given by Bishop Booth in 1520 in the N. porch. A long 
cessation of buUding operations now took place, until the 
cathedral fell into such bad repair that it was felt that a 
great effort must be made to save it. A restoration on an 
extensive scale was made in Dean Merewether's time, 
ending 1849, and another under Dean Dawes, 1866-63; 
a third was proposed as a supplementary restoration to 
mark her Majesty's Jubilee year, dealing principally with 
the W. end and central tower. 

The cathedral is usually entered at the N.W., through 
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the beautiful parvise porch of Bishop Booth, 1520, the 
details of the outer aisle being Perp., and of the inner E.E. 
The ironwork about the doors is particularly worth notice. 
The following are the dimensions of the church, into which 
the visitor is admitted : 

ft. 

Total length 327* 

Length of nave 158 J 

„ choir 75* 

„ Lady Chapel 93* 

Breadth of nave and aisle - - - 7l| 

„ central transepts - - • - 126 

Height of nave 64 

choir 62 



ft 



It 



tower to leads 165 



Hereford has a smaller area than either of the other 
two sister cathedrals, being only 26,850 ft. The navCf 
which is separated from the aisles by eight splendid and 
massive Norman piers, the carving of the capitals of which 
is interesting, has somewhat fallen a victim to previous 
restorations at the hand of Wyatt, after the fall of the 
central tower and W. end, in which he robbed the nave 
of a whole bay. Later on, in 1860, Cottingham added 
new corbels and coloured the roof in unmistakably bad 
taste. Over each pier arch there are two triforium arches 
(E. E.), divided by slender pillars, but there is no triforium 
passage. In the 8, aisle is the font (12th century), semi- 
circular, and the exterior is in twelve compartments, each 
containing the mutilated figure of an Apostle. The whole 
is guarded by a mosaic platform. The monuments in this 
aide are as follows ; (1) Sir B. Pembridge, 1375, in plate 
and mail armour, and with his greyhoimd. The garter is 
on the efl&gy — a very unusual circumstance. (2) Effigy of 
ecclesiastic unknown, head gone. He is thought to have 
been a former treasurer. (3) Another ecclesiastic, head 
mutilated. (4) Colours of 36th (Herefordshire) Eegiment, 
and brass to those who died on Indian service. (5) Brass 
to B. Phelips, once mayor of the city. A very quaint door 
leads from the aisle to the Bishop's Cloister, and the heads 
on the lintels are all worth study. They are said to be 
copies after originals. (6, 7) The N, aisle contains six me- 
morial windows, by Warrington, to Canon Clutton — sub- 
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jects in the life of John the Baptist ; and memorial to 
Bishop Booth, the builder of the porch, 1516-1535. The 
ironwork and pastoral staff should be noticed. The N. 
transept, or St. Catherine's aisle, brings us into some of 
the most interesting parts of the cathedral. Much of it 
was built in the 13ui century by Bishops Aquablanca and 
Swinfield; while the later restoration associates it with 
the late Sir G. G, Scott. The most salient point is 
(8) the great N. stained-glass window by Hardnnan, and 
believed to be the finest and largest geometric window in 
the kingdom. It is a memorial to Archdeacon Lane- 
Freer, d. 1863, and with its varied tints of ruby and 
Canterbury blue presents a gorgeous appearance under 
certain lights. The window consists of two special sub- 
jects, viz., the Church Militant and the Church Trium- 
phant, in thirty-two separate sections, the height of the 
stained glass being 48^ ft., and the breadth 21^ ft. The 
N. transept has an eastern aisle separated by two pointed 
arches and a monument ; and in each bay above the arches 
is a blocked arcade of two pointed arches, each divided into 
three. There are some most interesting monuments in the 
transept, in addition to the Freer window. Underneath 
it is (9) effigy of Bishop Westfayling, 1601 (see traces of 
this family in Boss, p. 49) ; (10) Bishop Charlton, Treasurer 
of England, 1329. Notice the exquisitely graceful little 
windows in the W. wall of the aisle. Here, too, are stained- 
glass windows to (11) Captain Arkwright, lost in an ava- 
lanche; (12) Captain Kempson, and (13) Eev. S. Clark, 
Principal of Battersea College. The principal object is, of 
course, (14) the shrine of St. Bishop Thomas de Cantilupe, 
1282, who died near Florence, but his body was brought to 
England.. In 1320 he was canonized, and wonderful cures 
were effected at his shrine. In the lower stage are four- 
teen small military figures, but those in the upper stage 
have disappeared. (16) Brass to Dean Frowcester, 1629 ; 
and (16) to Kichard Delamare and wife, 16th century ; 
(17) Bishop Field, 1636; (18) Bishop de Aquablanca, 1268, 
a most interesting example of minute ecclesiastic costume, 
which once glowed with coloin:. In the N. transept is a 
doorway leading to the tower. 

Having examined the transept and aisle, let us cross 
over to the opposite or S. transept, halting midway at 
the Skidmore Screen, This is a splendid work of art. 
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celebrated far and wide for the softness of its colouring 
and intricacy of pattern. It was designed by the late 
Sir G. G. Scott, and made at the Skidmore art works, at 
Coventry. It consists of an arcade of five arches, the 
central being the loftiest and most conspicuous, from its 
splendid jewelled cross. The materials, which are in im- 
mense profusion, are iron, copper, brass, wood, mosaic, 
and gems ; and the passion-flower is very prominent. The 
cost of the whole was 8,000Z. All the gas lighting was 
carried out by the same house, and the great central corona 
is well worth seeing when lighted. The tower is usually 
supposed to have been built by Bishop Braose, who d. 1216, 
but Sir G. Scott considered it more probable that, after the 
earlier Norman tower failed, this bishop built another, 
though not the existing one. At any rate, it seems to have 
always been a weak point in the cathedral, and it fell into 
such a dangerous condition that in 1843 it was put into 
Cottingham^s hands, and it was owing to his operations 
that the beautiful lantern, with its fifty-six shafts, has been 
thrown open to view. Notwithstanding this costly work, 
the tower remained in need of recasing and other restora- 
tion, and it was proposed to include this as part of the 
Jubilee work. The S. transept is also full of the greatest 
possible interest, as containing several disputed architectural 
and archaeological points, opinions being divided as to 
whether it is not the oldest portion existing. At any rate, 
this transept seems to have been the happy hunting-ground 
of successive races of builders, who have left the side-walls 
in admired confusion. Of the later constructors, Bishop 
Trevenant, 1400, seems to have done the most, and 
Bishop SpoflFord's Perp. work is visible in the windows 
and groining. In both W. and E. walls is a superb 
Norman moulded double arch, and on the N. wall the 
groining runs down in the most incongruous manner 
between the moulding of a blocked Norman window. 
The E. wall is in the best preservation, and, with the ex- 
ception of the groining, there is no interference with the 
Norman work. It consists of three stages, in the middle 
one of which is a good triforium passage of very short 
Norman arches. Above these is a blocked arcade; and 
in the upper stage is another Norman arched triforium 
passage. (19) There is an interesting monument of Alex. 
Denton, 1576, together with wife, and a child in swaddling 
clothes. This monument has considerable traces of colour. 
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{20) Bishop Trevenant, 1404, the builder of the transept* 
but unfortunately headless. (21) Brass to T. Smith, 
organist, 1877. The visitor should notice the remains of 
the old fireplace and the beautiful side view of the lantern 
arches before leaving the transept. What corresponds to 
the E. aisle of the S. transept is shut off as a robing roomy 
and is entered under the bellows of the organ. It has 
curiosities of great interest, such as copies of the Scriptures, 
rings, chalices, etc. The organ, under the huge bellows of 
which the visitor now passes in the 8, choir aisle, contains 
work by Eenatus Harris. It was the gift of Charles II., 
and was very nearly destroyed by the fall of the central 
tower. It has twice been enlarged since, once by Gray and 
Davidson, and lastly by Willis. It has sixteen great 
organ stops, eleven swell, seven choir, seven solo, eight 
pedals; with 2,672 pipes. A great feature in Willis's 
improvements is the tubular pneumatic action, which 
does away with trackers and other troublesome internals. 
Sir F. Gore Ouseley having been precentor of the cathedral, 
it goes without saying that he made everything about 
the organ as nearly perfect as possible, and, for the 
matter of that, no lover of music should omit to hear the 
v/naccorivpanied service usually held on Friday morning. 
On the S. wall of the aisle are ef&gies of four bishops, 
viz. (22-25) K. de Melun, 1167; Bobt. de Bethune, 1148 
(the last Norman builder); (26) K. Folliot, 1176, and 
W. de Vere, 1199. On the N. wall is the tomb of Bishop 
de Lorraine or Lozing, 1095, who undertook the early re- 
construction of the cathedral, and was responsible for the 
exquisite W. front so unfortunately destroyed. Notice the 
large size of the ball-flower and the fine carved woodwork 
on the tombs. (27) Beautiful effigy and brass to Bishop 
Mayo, of Magdalen College, 1616. (28) Old stained-glass 
windows, the figures restored by Warrington. (29) The 
celebrated Mappa Mundi of the date of the end of the 13th 
century, executed by an ecclesiastic calling himself De 
Haldingham. ** It is believed to be one of the very oldest 
maps in the world, if not the oldest, and it is full of the 
deepest interest. It is founded on the cosmographical 
treatises of the time, which generally commence by 
stating that Augustus Caesar sent out three philosophers, 
Nichodoxus, Theodotus, and PoUclitus, to measure and 
survey the world, and that all geographical knowledge 
was the result. In the left-hand comer of the map the 

5 



66 THE WTE AND ITS NEIGHBOUBHOOD. 

Emperor is delivering to the philosophers written orders, 
confirmed by a handsome mediseval seal. The world is 
here represented as round, surrounded by the ocean. At 
the top of the map is represented Paradise, with its rivers 
and trees ; also the eating of the forbidden fruit and the 
expulsion of our first parents. Above is a remarkable 
representation of the Day of Judgment, with the Virgin 
Mary interceding for the faithful, who are seen rising 
from their graves and being led within the walls of heaven. 
The map is chiefly filled with ideas taken from Herodotus, 
Solinus, Isodore, Pliny, and other ancient historians. 
There are numerous figures of towns, animals, birds, and 
fish, with grotesque customs, such as the medisBval geo- 
graphers believed to exist in different parts of the world. 
The four great cities are made very prominent. Jeru- 
salem as the centre of the world; Babylon with its famous 
tower ; Borne, the capital of the world, bearing the inscrip- 
tion * Boma, caput mundi, tenet orbis frena rotundi ;* and 
Troy as * civitas bellicosissima." In Great Britain most of 
the cathedrals are mentioned ; but of Ireland the author 
seems to have known very little. Amongst the many 
points of interest are the colunms of Hercules, the Laby- 
rinth of Crete, the pyramids in Egypt, the house of bond- 
age, the journeys of the Children of Israel, the Bed Sea, 
Mount Sinai, with a figure of Moses and his supposed place 
of burial, the Phoenician Jews worshipping the molten 
image. Lot's wife, Scythian cannibals," etc. — (Havergal.) 
Those who feel sufficiently interested in this singular pro- 
duction will be glad to know that a facsimile is to be 
obtained, with explanatory volume, the latter by the Bev. 
Prebendary Havergal and the Bev. Canon Bevan. The 8,E, 
trcmseptj lying between the retro-choir and the chapter- 
house, into which it opens, has many oddments in the 
shape of bits of brasses, stone, lead, and mouldings. It is of 
late Dec. date, and has an E. aisle, separated from it by a 
single octagonal pillar. Notice the unique open window 
looking into the Lady Chapel. This was once the outside 
wall of the chapel, and had glass in it, but when the later 
builder added the aisles, naturally the original purpose 
ceased. The slanting view into the Lady Chapel is ex- 
quisite. The monuments in this transept are (30) Bishop 
de Charleton, 1869 ; (81) fine monument (restored 1875) to 
Bishop Coke, 1646, brother to Sir John Coke (Secretary of 
State to Charles I.). His coloured shield is borne by two 



BAILWAT EXCURSIONS. 67 

angels. (32) Brass to Bishop Ironside, 1701 ; (88) a bust 
taken by various critics to be Hogarth, Cowper, Roubilliac, 
and Garrick. The claimant to these facial honours was, 
however, only a plain Hereford citizen. (34) Brass to Sir 
R. Delabere, 1514, whose two wives produced him twenty- 
one children ; (36) stained window to Bishop Huntingford, 
by Warrington — subjects relating to St. Peter; (36) old 
efGigy of St. John the Baptist. 

We now enter the Lady Chapel, the beautiful E. E, 
work of which was twice under the restorer's hands, viz., 
Cottvnghami, who rebuilt the eastern end and roof, and 
Sir G. G. Scott, who built the porch and Audley Chapel. 
It is very rich in stained glass, the five eastern windows 
being by Hardman to Dean Merewether, who did so much 
for the restoration. All the subjects (in 21 lights) are 
from the life of our Saviour. At the side are eight 
windows, by Gihha, to Canon Morgan, the whole set 
giving an exquisitely subdued appearance to the chapel. 

The monumental remains in the Lady Chapel are not 
numerous, but of great beauty and interest, especially (87) 
that of Peter Baron de Grandisson, 1358. The effigy, 
which lies under a fine canopy, is in full armour and 
covered (a very rare example) by a cyclass, a close linen 
shirt worn over the armour in Edward III.*s reign. In 
the side compartments are mutilated figures of saints and 
kings. (38) The tomb of Joanna de Bohun, Countess of 
Hereford, 1327, retains a good deal of its colour; (39) 
brass to Dean Merewether, 1860 ; (40) effigy of a dean, 
which Mr. Matthew Bloxam attributed to the 14th cen- 
tury ; (41) effigy of a priest, supposed to be Canon de la 
Barr, 1386. On the S. side of the wall are two piscinse 
under elegant arches, and a little further down is the 
Audley ChoMtry—s, beautiful little chapel bmlt by Bishop 
Audley, 1502, with an upper chamber, in which he was 
wont to pay his devotions at the shrine of St. Thomas. 
Notice the groined roof and stained glass of the lower 
chamber, which is shut off by a screen. The Lady Chapel 
was used for very many years as a library, and subse- 
quently (1862) as the church of the parish of St. John the 
Baptist, which surrounds the cathedral, and claimed to 
hold its service in some part of it. The crypt is entered 
from the Lady Chapel. It is in the form of nave and 
aisles, and contains a good many fragmentary remains. 
At the back of the reredos is a brass to Mr. Bailey, M.P. 

6—2 
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for the county, whose bust formerly stood here, but was 
removed to a more fitting position in the county hall. 

The N,E. trcmaept dates from the end of the 13th 
century, having been built by Bishop Swinfield ; but it 
appears probable that a transept existed before the work 
of Bishop de Vere, and that tins was remarkable for the 
extreme beauty of its colouring. There are a good many 
fragmentary brasses and effigies of various renowned 

Persons. (42) Bishop Swinfield, though without effigy, 
'robably, taking it altogether, he may be said to have been 
the most profuse of the cathedral builders ; (43) the altar- 
tomb of Dean Dawes, 1867, one of the most active of 
the modem restorers, is very beautiful. It is by Sir G, 
G, Scott, with effigy by Noble. (44) Altar-tomb of an 
imlvHOwn bishop, believed to be Bishop Godwen, 1633. 
There is also an old stained window restored by Warring- 
ton, with figures of SS. Catherine, Gregory, Michael, 
Thomas ; also a modem one, by Heaton, to Bev. J. Goss. 
In the N, choir aisle is an exquisite little chapel known 
as Bishop Stanhury's Cha/ntry, 1470, with a fan roof 
and walls panelled with heralcQc bearings. The stained 
windows, which form an interesting collection of arms 
and legends, are in memoria/m to Archbishop Musgrave, 
once Bishop of Hereford, to whom there is also another 
window by Warrington. The other monuments in this 
aisle are (45) Bishop Raynaldus, 1115, one of the chief of 
the Norman builders of Hereford ; (46) Bishop de Mape- 
nore,1219; (47) Bishop Bennett, 1617 ; (48) Bishop Geoffi-ey 
de Cliva ; (49) Bishop de Braose, 1216, erroneously thought 
to have been the builder of the tower that fell ; (50) Bishop 
Stanbury , Provost of Eton and builder of the chantry, 1474 
— a fine alabaster effigy, with accompanying figures ; (51) 
Bishop de Capella, 1127; (52) brass to Bishop Trilleck, 1360. 
The choir with its details of architecture and its in- 
dividual accessories is very beautiful. It consists of three 
lofty Norman bays of three stages. The middle one has 
some exquisite dwarfed Norman arches with no triforium 
passages ; but there is one in the upper stage, which has 
elegant and slender E. E. arches, and stained glass at 
back. The effect is good of the single pillar dividing the 
arch from the Lady Chapel, and in the upper stage above 
the windows is a series of three stained Hghts. The E. 
end of the choir was rebuilt by Cottvngham externally; 
but internally after the original design. The princip«tl 
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attractions here are two : (58) the efl&gy of King Ethelbert, 
whose murder by King Offa may be said to have been the 
first cause of the existence of the cathedral, and certainly 
of its greatness and prosperity ; opposite the throne, a 
slab of marble from designs by Scott, executants Farmer 
and Brindley, marks the spot, as far as it is known, where 
he was buried. The reredos is a very fine piece of work, 
in memory of Mr. Joseph Bailey, 1850, who represented 
the county for several years. The sculptor was Boulton, 
and the subject is our Lord's Passion in seven deep panels 
wrought in marble and Caen stone. The spandril above 
the reredos is also beautifully carved. In addition to the 
bishop's throne, which is of the date of the 14th century, 
there is a very old bishop's chair (12th century), concern- 
ing which there is a tradition that King Stephen sat in it 
when he visited Hereford. 

Having explored the inl^erior of the cathedral, as far as 
it is usuaUy shown to the public, the external buildmgs 
demand attention, though they are on a much smaller 
scale than in most cathedrals in England. It is to be 
hoped, however, that eventually the progress of restoration 
may find its way to the chapter-house and cloister. The 
Bishop's cloisters lie to the S. of the S. aisle. The western 
side was destroyed many years ago, but the others have 
been partially restored, particularly as to the roof and the 
more substantial parts of the structure. It is entered 
from the S. aisle by a quaint door (p. 62). The chapter- 
house, the site of which is between the Bishop's cloister 
and the Vicars' clois1?er, must have been a splendid build- 
ing when in existence. From the small bit that is left, it 
was evidently a decagon, supported by a central column, 
and its forty -five panels were filled with richly -painted 
figures. Both cloisters and chapter-yard are used for 
sepulchral purposes, amongst the monuments being those 
of Bishop Huntingford, 1832, Bishop Grey, 1837, Dr. 
Clarke Whitfield, once organist, and the Hon. Mrs. 
Herbert. Attached to the cathedral is a residence for 
vicars-choral, called the college, of the date of the 15th 
century, and an excellent cathedral grammar-school. 
Before finally quitting the precincts, the visitor should 
look at the Western exterior, a very poor substitute for 
Bishop Lozing's exquisite arcades and tracery. This, of 
course, all came to an end in 1786, when the western 
tower, credited to Bishop Braose, fell, crushing all below it. 
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The Hereford churches number some four or five, and 
have the pleasant architectural feature of being placed at 
the junction or termination of streets, so that the view 
through each main street has generally the accompaniment 
of a church. The largest is that of All Saints, at the end of 
Broad Street, consisting of nave, chancel, and aisles, with a 
pretty spire. In the interior are several interesting details, 
such as circular piers separating the nave from aisles, 
carved timber roof, and stalls with grotesque carvings of 
men and animals. These are supposed to have been made 
by brethren of the Hospital of St. Anthony at Vienna, to 
whom Henry III. gave this church, and placed a small 
colony of them here. 8t, Peters, in a capital situation 
close to the Shire Hall, was founded soon after the Con- 
quest by Walter de Lacy, who himself was killed by a 
fall while inspecting the works. Here, too, are some 
stalls, prettily carved with fretwork, which formerly be- 
longed to the brothers of St. Guthlac's Priory. St. Peters 
has a conspicuous spire 160 ft. in height. 8t. Nicholas, 
near Bridge Street, has a singularity in its chancel, which 
appears to fall both ways, the N. and S. walls being of 
diverging opinions, and both falling outwards. The Shire 
Hall is a rather fine building, from designs by Smirhe, and 
with a large-scale bronze statue in front, of Sir George 
Cornewall Lewis, Bart., by Ma/rochetti, He was M.P. for 
the city 1847-52, and filled several of the highest offices 
in the Cabinet. The architecture of the Shire Hall is 
Doric, and the interior is amply fitted for assizes, quarter 
sessionp, and other coimty work, as also for the philhar- 
monic concerts, and those given at the triennial musical 
festival. There are paintings of George III., by Dams, 
of the Duke of Norfolk (of Holm Lacy), by Lonsdale, 
and Sir J. Cotterell, M.P., by Pickersgill; also a bust to 
Mr. J. Bailey, M.P., by Thomas, which was removed here 
from the cathedral. The Castle Qreen, which contains 
all that is left of the once extensive fortress, is a very 
pleasantly laid out garden between Castle Street and the 
river. The Castle Pool — a remnant of the old moat — 
makes a pretty accessory to the scene, and round the green 
runs a double line of walks shaded with fine elms, and 
enjoying some charming views over the distant country. 
The Nelson column was erected in 1807. In the adjoin- 
ing Castle Street is a quaint old building known as St, 
EthelherVs Hospital, founded 1280 by the dean and 
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chapter for decayed gentlewomen. 8L Giles' Hoapitalf 
outside the city on the Ledbury side, was founded for 
poor men in 1290, and has a tympanum with the arch- 
angel Michael trampling down Satan. The most interest- 
ing of these ancient institutions is in the Widemarsh 
district on the outskirts of the city, viz., the Bed Coat or 
Coningsby's Hospital, founded 1617 by Sir T. Coningsby, 
on the site of a suppressed preceptory of the Knights of 
St. John of Jerusalem. From the nature of the rules 
and the position of the inmates, it has all the character 
of a miUtary hospital, the president being termed " Com- 
mander,'* and the acting head "Corporal Coningsby." 
The buildings include a chapel, hall, and other rooms, in 
the form of a quadrangle. In the adjoining garden are 
the very picturesque remains of the Black Friars* 
Monastery f founded 1276 by Lord Cantilupe, brother of 
the saintly bishop. In its day it was of great repute and 
had a fine church, long since disappeared ; but there still 
remain parts of the refectory walls and windows, and 
also a hexagonal preaching cross, with very beautiful 
Decorated details. It was restored by the late Sir G. G, 
Scott, St, Guthlac's Priory, a Benedictine establish- 
ment erected 1100, has long had its site occupied by the 
county gaol. While in the neighbourhood of the Black 
Friars, the visitor should go and see the White Cross, Im. 
on the Hay road, a "very interesting object, erected by 
Bishop Charlton to mark the spot where the market was 
held on a waste piece of ground during the Black Death 
of 1347. A hexagonal flight of steps is surmounted by 
a shaft, and on the panels on the side are the arms of the 
Charltons. A little beyond the cross is a pleasant exhibi- 
tion of a very different character in the shape of Messrs, 
Cranston's Kingsacre rose gardens, which cover many 
acres and have a reputation for the best strains of roses, 
second to few nurseries in the kingdom. 

Hereford contains a fair amount of old domestic archi- 
tecture, though not to anything like the extent of its 
northern sister Shrewsbury. One of the best examples 
is the Butchers* Gmldhall, a most picturesque Elizabethan 
house at the east end of High Town, which was once a 
portion of a group called Butcher Bow. Inconvenient 
as it is for the thoroughfare, it well deserved to be 
allowed to stand as a typical example of extreme interest. 
The Gn/Udhall, which forms a part of the market buildings, 
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has a good portrait of the late Sir Yelters Comewall by 
Gainsborough, In Broad Street is the Free Library^ a 
handsome building, erected principally through the 
exertions of Mr. Bansome, M.P., whose portrait has been 
placed there. The Woolhope Club has also its head- 
quarters here. 

Having explored the principal curiosities of the city, 
there is a good choice of walks and excursions in the 
neighbourhood. Of these some, such as the Woolhope 
district (p. 57), Holm Lacy (p. 55) Dinedor and Acorn- 
bury Hills (p. 56), have already been alluded to. 

ExcurBiona : 

(a) To Belmont 2m. ; crossing the Wye Bridge of six 
arches, built in 1490, after Bishop Capella's wooden 
bridge had tumbled down. Gwynne Lane, on the 
river bank L., the birthplace of Nell Gwynne. 
There is a beautiful view both up and down — up 
towards the Water Tower, Belmont, and the Black 
Mountains beyond Hay ; down, embracing the 
cathedral, Bishop's Palace, Castle Green, etc. The 
district of Black Marston is now entered, so called 
from its having been bmut and ravaged by Stephen 
after his visit. The shortest and pleasantest way, 
however, is to follow the R. bank of the Wye up 
and join the highroad at the hamlet of Hunderton 
about Im. further, where it is crossed by the Aber- 
gavenny line. 2m. is well- wooded Belmont Park. 
On the brow of the hill is the R. C. priory and pro- 
cathedral church of St. Michael and All Angels, built 
1856 by Mr. Wegg Prosser, from designs by Pugin, 
and for beauty of situation and details one of the 
finest E. C. churches in the kingdom. It is 140 ft. 
in length, having nave with aisles and clerestory 
and central tower. There is a profusion of stained 
glass and a number of chapels, and the whole of 
the interior has a very glowing, though perhaps too 
garish, character. In the chantry chapel of the N. 
transept is buried Bishop Brown, late Bishop of 
Newport and Menevia. Attached to the church is 
an extensive Benedictine monastery, with all the 
necessary buildings for monks and students. It 
has good libraries and a long cloister decorated 
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with subjects of the samts. As a rule, only the 
church is visible. A little higher up than Belmont, 
on the L. bank of the river, is Brevnton, the church 
of which has some plate of the time of Charles I. 
and good carved work. 
(6) To Kilpeck Church, PontrUaa, cmd the Upper 
Monnow Valley, The Hereford, Abergavenny, 
and Newport line, formerly the old West Midland, 
now forms part of the G. W. E. system and carries 
a very large traf&c from London to South Wales 
vi& Worcester. It quits Barr*s Court station and 
soon crosses the Wye in company with the Glou- 
cester section, as far as Botherwas Junction, thence 
turning in a bend to E. to Bedhill Junction. At 
this point a line from the Barton station, once the 
main route but now only used for coal traffic, faUs 
in. 5m. B. stands Allensmore, and there is an 
old-fashioned house at Cohhall, a little farther 
away. 

6m. Tram Inn Station. The immediate neigh- 
bourhood, especially on B., is rather uninteresting, 
it being the valley of the Wormbrook ; but some 
3 or 4m. on L. the country is very pretty, a series 
of hills running from Hereford the whole of the dis- 
tance, such as Acombury, Orcop, and Saddlebow 
Hills, etc. dm. L. underneath them is the village 
of Much Dewaall and the seats of Bryngwyn and 
the Mynde. 2m. B. of Tram Inn is Thruxton, 
where the antiquary will find an E. E. church and 
a Keltic tumulus hard by. 

8^m. St. Devereux Station. On L., about Jm. on 
a wooded hill, is Kilpeck Church, one of the most 
perfect and interesting Norman churches in all 
England, which, with a castle (a very little of which 
is left), and a Benedictine priory (altogether disap- 
peared), was foimded by Hugh Fitzwilliam shortly 
after the Conquest. The church, which is in excel- 
lent condition, having been restored by Cottingha/m 
in 1848, is a very small building, with an apsidal 
chancel, a wonderful S. door, and a bell turret at 
the W. end. Perhaps the most singular detail in 
the whole is the corbel table under the eaves, which 
is decorated with no less than seventy -four heads, 
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human, birds', and beasts', natural and unnatural. 
Equally curious is the doorway, a cast of which is 
to be seen at the Crystal Palace. The body of 
Christ is here symbolized, the sides being occupied 
by the tree of knowledge, with the devil polluting it 
and Adam eating thereof ; while above is the tree of 
life with prophets and evangelists. The singularity 
of it is not only in the wealth of sculpture, but the 
wealth of emblematic fancy also, a fancy in which 
Gustave Dor6 would have revelled. The chancel 
windows are ornamented with Norman cable mould- 
ings externally, and have stained glass internally — 
subject, David and a lamb. Kilpeck deserves a 
very careful study, and the interest will be 
heightened by its remarkably sequestered situation, 
a solitary farm being its only neighbour. The 
castle, or what is left of it, is a little to the W., 
enclosed by the remains of a moat. It was probably 
of not much importance, to judge from its size, 
while its history was a very quiescent one, although 
it changed hands pretty often. 

2m. B. of St. Devereux is Whitfield, the seat of 
the CUve family. If the weather is good, there is 
a grand view of the Black Mountains over Hay, 
which Ues just under the steepest part of the 
descent. The railway now keeps alongside the 
Wormbrook, passing 10m. B. Wormbridge Church, 
and 12m. B. Kenderchv/rch Church, a primitive 
little fane, perched on the summit of a knoll. The 
Wormbrook then joins the Dore, and they shortly 
fall into the Monnow together. 

12^m. PoNTRiLAs Station (p. 38). Junction with 
the Golden Valley Ba/ilwa/y* Hotel. Distances : 
Hereford, 12^m. ; Abergavenny, 22m.; Mon- 
mouth, 14^m. ; Grosmont, 2im. ; Ahheydore, 2m. ; 
Dorstone, 11m. Pontrilas is a very small hamlet, 
already of some little importance as a railway- 
station, and which may not improbably become 
more so. It is situated in a very picturesque 
neighbourhood, though, from the nature of the Old 
Bed Sandstone, somewhat sombre. Just before 
reaching the station is a charcoal factory, the 
pyroligneous fumes from which permeate the 
valley. 
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Pontrilas Court is a very charming and pleasant 
old-fashioned mansion, which has undergone several 
mutations of late years. On the Monnow side, 
nearly Im. below, is a melancholy-looking house, 
which was once a roadside inn known as the Mon- 
mouth Cap. This is worth alluding to, as recalling 
the fact that the ancient town of Monmouth was 
formerly renowned for its cap-makers, who were 
peculiar thereto, and is spoken of thus in an old 
ballad, where King Arthur goes masquerading : 

'* A sword and buckle, good and stroDg 
To g^ve Jack Lance a rap ; 
While on his head, instead of a crown 
He wore a Monmouth cap." 

^m. to N. are the very scanty remains of Ewias 
Harold Castle, built by Harold, son of Eanulph, a 
great and successful warrior against the Welsh, and 
particularly when they besieged Hereford. The 
geologist may be glad to know that an almost 
unique Devonian fossil, called Eurypterua 8y- 
mondsii, was discovered in a quairy between Pon- 
trilas and Bowlstone, towards Abergavenny. 

We shall have at this point to arrange for an 
excursion within an excursion, by visiting the 
Golden Valley. Taking into account the essentials 
of population, towns, industries, and so\u*ces of 
traffic, it would seem to have been an heroic pro- 
ceeding on the part of those interested to construct 
a railway through such an unsophisticated valley, 
especially when the line stopped at Dorstone ; but 
the ultimate idea was to open a route from the 
G.W.B. at Pontrilas to Hay on the Midland system, 
which would make Mid- Wales and the North ac- 
cessible to a great deal of South Wales traffic. If 
another extension were made to Monmouth, access 
might be arranged to both the Severn Bridge 
and the Severn Tunnel, and great combinations 
might be made possible. 

^. Abbetdore Station. Close by is the un- 
usually fine church, founded 1120 by the same 
chief who built Ewias Harold Castle. For a 
wonder, it appears to have fallen into good hands 
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even in early ages, for we hear of its being restored 
as early as 1634 by Lord Scudamore of Holm Lacy 
(p. 55). A good deal remains of the conventual 
church, viz., the choir, presbytery, transept, and ^l^* 
chapel aisle. The nave, which originally had ten 
bays, has some of the old round pillars ; and there 
is a processional path with very graceful pillars 
opening into an aisle. A carved oak screen separates 
the choir from the tower ; there are two altar- 
tombs of knights in armour, one supposed to be 
that of the original founder ; the walls have fresco- 
paintings, and there are also three piscinsB and two 
aumbreys. 

7m. VowcHURCH Station, near which is White 
House. There is a good church with a lofty 
spire at 

9m. Peterchurch Station. It has Morman 
details, with an apse and good Norman arches. 
There is also a curious sculpture of a trout with 
a gold chain round its neck, said to have been 
taken in the Dore. The valley now begins to 
close in and the hills to increase in height as we 
approach 

11m. DoRSTONE Station. There has been a 
church here from Saxon times. The present one is 
said to have been built in 1178 as an atonement for 
the murder of Thomas-^-Becket by Eicardus de 
Brito. From hence charming walks can be taken 
on either side — on R. about 2m. over Arthur's 
Stone, descending to the Wye at Moccas (p. 83) ; 
on L. up the dingle, past Dorstone Mill to Cusop 
Hill, and down the Cusop Valley to Hay, between 
7 and 8m. This latter affords splendid oppor- 
tunities of observing the parallel ranges of the 
Black Mountains. 

13m. Westbrook Station. 

16im. Clifford Station. See p. 82. 

19m. Hay Station. See p. 84. 

From Pontrilas the railway runs alongside the bank of 
the Monnow, passing L. the little solitary church of 
Llangua to Pandy Station, where a marvellously beautiful 
view suddenly breaks in on R. — a broadish vale narrowing 
as it gets into the mountains, which on the western side 
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rise up like a massive wall. Near the station is a snug 
old-fashioned country house, with the hills of HattereU 
ascending behind. This is one of the largest of the 
Black Mountain valleys, giving birth to the head waters 
of the Monnow, and the Escley Brook, which is at least a 
dozen miles in length. In this and the tributary valleys are 
some remote villages, seldom seen by outsiders ; Oldcaatle, 
celebrated as the hiding-place of the unfortunate Sir John 
Oldcastle, Lord Cobham, who was persecuted for his 
behef in Wickhflfe's doctrines, and taken to London, where 
he suffered martyrdom ; Clodoch ; Longtown, with a few 
walls of its ancient Marches castle; Michael Church, 
Escley; and Craswall, where, in the recesses of the 
mountains, are the site and the name of its ancient 
Benedictine abbey. Close to Craswall Church is an old 
cockpit, a relic of Sabbatical usage. But isolated as these 
vaUeys are, their charm is great, and if a tourist add to his 
resources a knowledge of botany and a trout rod, he will 
never regret being sent over the hill to Llanthony instead 
of going round by the road. 

The next valley, that of Ewias, is reached at Llan- 
FiHANGEL Crucorney STATION, where the scenery begins 
to close' in more rapidly. It is difficult to find a more 
beautiful walk than the 7m. along the rippling Honddu to 
Lkmthony Abbey, the ruins of which occupy the very 
limited space at the bottom of the glen. At (dm.) the 
isolated village of Ctumyoy the hills are much more rugged 
and broken, and the scenery is altogether of a high order. 
The whole of this vale is marked out for solitude, and in 
that respect is not very different now from what it was in 
the 7th century, when St. David built himself a hermitage. 
Nearly 500 years later, WiUiam, one of Sir Hugh de 
Lacy's knights, forsook the gay world and turned hermit, 
and was afterwards joined by Emiscus, chaplain to 
Henry I.*s queen ; and the two commenced the Priory of 
Llanthony, which was subsequently endowed by De Lacy. 
From that time Llanthony took its place amongst the 
recognised ecclesiastical establishments. During its sub- 
sequent history it underwent a curious migration to a 
new Llanthony near Gloucester, the brethren probably 
thinking that their original church was too unprotected 
for their personal safety. This, however, was only tem- 
porary, Ftior Clement in the 12th centin^y being suc- 
cessful in reoccupying the old fold. Nevertheless the 
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mischief was done ; the monks appeared to have lost 
their old interest in Ewias Llanthony, and according 'to 
some, after Clement's death, the commmiity began to 
be lax in their morals. It seems uncertain as to what 
eventually became of them, but, at all events, the priory 
on the Honddu was gradually dismantled, and was left to 
ruin. The property, after passing through several hands, 
came to a son of Savage Landor, the poet. 

The architectural style of this beautiful cruciform 
ruin is that of Trans. Norman. When intact it is stated 
to have been 257 ft. long, with transepts 96 ft., and to 
have had a bell-tower 100 ft. high. A portion only of 
this central tower remains, and* it has been greatly shorn 
of its original dimensions. The W. entrance is through a 
pointed arch, flanked by two western towers, which are 
in good preservation as to the three lower stages. The 
nave has still left eight arches on the N. which sepa- 
rated the aisle; but on the S. side are only four, both 
aisles having disappeared. The S. transept has a double 
Norman window on the S. side, and adjoining it is the 
chapter-house, with a polygonal E. end. The prior's 
house is of considerable interest to the visitor, as being 
metamorphosed into a primitive but comfortable Uttle 
inn. There also remain the hospitium, now a bam, and 
a portion of the refectory. A great characteristic of the 
church seems to have been that, while it was really on 
a small scale, everything was arranged as though on a 
big one. 

Should the pedestrian not wish to return to Llanfl- 
hangel, and so by rail to Hereford, he has a charming 
alternative in walking to Hay, about 11m., crossing the 
mountain at nearly its highest point. Though Llan&ony 
is a ruin past recovery, the monastic element has not yet 
deserted the Yale of Ewias, for near the little village of 
Ca^el-y-Ffin, about 3|m. higher up, is Father Ignatius's 
monastery, where modem ascetic life is strictly carried 
out; 

From Capel-y-Ffin it is 8m. to the pass at Bwlch-y- 
fingel, from which the valley of the Wye is gloriouedy 
seen. 
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BouTE v.— HEREFORD TO HAY AND THREE 

COCKS. 

The railway by which the tourist travels to Hay belongs 
to the Midland system (no second-class), and forms a direct 
route between Birmingham, Hereford, Brecon, and Swan- 
sea. At Three Cocks it forms a junction with the Mid- 
Wales railway, which accompanies the Wye almost to its 
source. It accommodates a somewhat scattered agri- 
cultural population on the N. or L. bank of the river, from 
which, generally speaking, it keeps some little distance, 
except when approaching Whitney and Hay. It quits 
Hereford from Barton station, passing (R.) the village of 
Himtvngton, and a little further on that of Stretton 
Sugwas, On the L., close to the river, Bishop Cantilupe 
had a fine palace, the remains of which are incorporated 
in a farmhouse. Sugwas Pool is said to have remarkably 
fine trout. 

4|m. Cbedenhill Station. The village is on R. (^m.). 
The church, which is on the hillside, is of Dec. date, and 
has some memorial windows to St. Thomas Cantilupe and 
St. Thomas ^ Becket. 

Near the station is the village of Kencheater, and the 
site of the Roman city of Magna Caatra, mentioned in 
the Itinerary of Antonine. It is an irregular hexagon of 
some 20 acres, the walls of which are still to be made out, 
particularly as the area is rather above the adjoining 
ground. Various remains of Roman date have been found 
trom time to time. Kenchester is regarded as the Roman 
capital of the district. There is a fine earthwork above 
CredenhiU of about 41 acres, and even if the tourist should 
not be of an archaeological turn, the view will amply repay 
the journey, especially to the N., where the country is 
charmingly broken and wooded towards Weobley. On 
the E., Latchet Vallets Wood, with Canon Pyon and 
Robin Hood's Butts beyond. On the W., LadyUfi, a very 
conspicuous hill. On the W. side of Credenhill Hill is the 
little Norman church of Brmaopt which has a memorial 
window to Wordsworth, who, during a stay in the neigh- 
bourhood, planted a cedar-tree at Brinsop Court, once 
belonging to the Dansey family, and now a farmhouse. 
Further on is Ma/naell Lacy, the schoolroom of which was 
the old house of the Berrington family. Leaving Creden- 
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hill, the railway passes, 6m. on L., Bishopatoney the 
church of which (E. E.) was restored in 1854 by Arch- 
deacon Lane Freer. It is cruciform, and has monuments 
of the Berrington family. The organ once belonged to 
Eton. About Im. S., close to the river, which here 
makes considerable turns, is Bridge Sollersy the church of 
which is Dec. Close by is a good exposure of Offa's Dyke, 
running north into Baobiorshire. Both at Bridge SoUers 
and Byford is there a ferry to Tibberton and Madley 
(p. 83). Byford has a good church (restored 1883). 
It is E. E. and Dec, and has chancel, nave, S. transept, 
S. chapel, and embattled tower. Overlooking the river 
and commanding splendid views is Gamons, the seat of 
Sir G. H. Cotterell, Bart., in a finely wooded park. OfPa's 
Dyke is crossed by the line just before 

84m. MooBHAMPTON STATION, the nearest to the little 
market town of Weobley. Im. E. is Yazor, a modem 
apsidal church, with a remarkably singular orientation and 
memorial windowB and monuments of the Prices (espe- 
cially Sir R. Price, Baron of the Exchequer in Queen 
Anne's time), and the Davenports of Foxley, This is a 
beautiful plsice on the other side of the hill, and in a glen 
leading up to Ladylift. Foxley was the property of Sir 
Uvedale Price, the great landscape-gardener to George III. 
It was purchased by the Davenports, a Staffordshire 
family, but has passed into other hands again. 3m. N. of 
Moorhampton is Weohleyf a quaint sleepy hollow, which 
once enjoyed the honour of two MM.P., although it only 
possessed 75 electors. It has some very interesting houses, 
which is the more singular as, whenever an owner died, 
it was usual to pull down and bury his house as well 
as himself. Outside the town, on S., are slight remains 
of the castle, and The Lay, l^m. S.W., an excellent 
example of a Jacobean residence. The church has a lofty 
spire, and is altogether of somewhat unusual proportions. 
On the S. the town is overlooked by Ladylift and Gam- 
stone Wood, with the beautiful grounds of Gamstone 
Castle, the seat of the Peploe family. 

11^ m. EiNNEBSLEY STATION. Kinucrsley Castle is&higtly 
interesting Jacobean mansion ; and 2m. N.E. is Sa/rnea- 
fields the churchyard of which contains the tomb of John 
Abell, a celebrated local builder, who largely assisted to 
defend Hereford when besieged. For this the king 
rewarded him with the title of "One of his Majesty's 
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carpenters^' — ^in the present day he would have been 
knighted. Abell also built many of the town-halls in the 
neighbourhood, as well as his own monument, he being 
then ninety years old. 

Between Einnersley and the river there are several 
interesting villages, and the Wye makes a good many 
curves, although on a much smaller scale than in its 
lower course. 2m. from the station is Letton, where the neck 
of the curve of the Horse Shoe is only a few yards across. 
The church has good brasses. A little lower down the 
river is crossed by a bridge to Bredwardine (p. 83), and 
the road on the S. side may be followed to Hay. Im. E. 
the visitor should ascend Brohv/ry Scar, from which the 
view is very charming, Moccas Court (p. 88) and its 
wooded hills forming the principal features. Still lower is 
Monnington-on-Wye, approached by a remarkably beauti- 
ful avenue of Scotch fir, a mile in length. In the church- 
yard is the tombstone of Owain Glyndwr, who divided 
most of his latter days between his two daughters, one of 
whom married the Lord of Kentchurch (p. 38), while the 
other lived at Monnington. There is an excellent view 
from the churchyard at Staimton-on-Wye, which, indeed, 
is rather nearer to Moorhampton than to Kinnersley. The 
spire of the church is covered with red tiles. The affix 
** on Wye " is given to distinguish this Staunton from 
three others in the diocese, viz., Staunton Lacy, 
Staunton-on- Arrow, and Long Staunton; and it is a 
curious fact that the incumbents of all four married four 
sisters. Not far from Staunton is Kilhington, an old farm- 
house, once inhabited by Mrs. Jef&ies, who was tinned 
out of her house at Hereford by the Parliamentary forces. 

13^m. Eardisley Station (jwnctiomuith Une to Kvngion 
a/nd Leorrumater), The church at Eardisley was restored 
(1863) by Mr. Herrick, of Beaumanoir, Leicestershire. 
Previous to the making of this branch line, a considerable 
traffic was carried on in lime by means of a tramway 
from the S tanner Bocks near Old Radnor. On S. are the 
villages of WiUersley and Winfortorif of no interest, but 
the views on the opposite side of the river towards Meer- 
bach Hill are charming. 

16fm. Whitney Station. The little church with its 
square tower is close to station on B. Li the meadows 
below is Whitney Court. 

The Wye is now crossed by railway and road — ^a pretty 

6 



82 THE WYE AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

view both up and down. A little further, on a steep 
bank above the line, is Cliffordy somewhat celebrated for 
its castle, the most westerly of the fortresses by which 
the line of the Wye was protected during its passage 
through the county. Its aspect on a steep scarp over 
the river has been considerably altered by the course of 
the railway. On the central and highest part of the ridge 
on which it is placed was the inner ward, which was about 
100 ft. square. This contained the haU and ante-room, 
with a few half-round towers. A very curious portion is 
the outwork S. of the inner ward, on three very steep 
scarps, and this was possibly occupied by some timber 
structure. The outer ward is much broader than the 
inner, and was evidently intended for the reception of 
villagers and cattle during the attack. The whole of the 
masonry appears to be of Henry III.'s time, and the 
builder was probably Walter de CUflford, in 1222. — {Cla/rVs 
Milita/ry Antiq,) The daughter of this nobleman was the 
weU-known Fair Bosamond, who came to an untimely end 
under the patronage of Henry II. Clifford Church has 
been modernized, the oldest and most important part 
being the tower. In the interior is the full- sized efl&gy of 
an ecclesiastic. Clifford Priory, and on the opposite bank 
of the river (in Eadnorshire) is Cabalva. The railway 
now runs close to the stream, and passing (L.) Pennoyre 
reaches 
20im. Hay Station. 

We must now retrace our steps to Hereford, returning 
to Hay by the road on the S. bank of the Wye, which 
offers much pretty scenery. It leaves the city by the 
bridge, through the suburb of Blackmarston, and turns off 
E. under the railway bridge, as though going to Belmont 
(p. 72). 3|^m. a little on E. is the village of Clehonger, 
The church is Dec, consisting of chancel, nave, and aisle, 
chapel, porch, and tower. In the Aubrey chapel is a mon. 
of Sir Wm. Pembridge {temp, Edward III.) and lady, with 
others to the various proprietors of the Belmont estate, 
which is in this parish. Further on, between the road and 
river is Eaton Bishop^ the church of which (restored 1878) 
has some stained glass of the Idth century, said to have 
been brought from Bishop Cantilupe's chapel at Sugwas, 
across the water (p. 79). 6^m. Madley has a very inter- 
esting church (restored 1878). The chancel and nave are of 
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unequal widths, and are joined together by two skew arches. 
The former is apsidal, and underneath it is an octagonal 
crypt with groined roof. There is a good E. window, as 
also one of five lights in the very pretty S. chapel, called 
the Chilstone Chapel. Notice the remains of the twelve 
stalls with miserere seats, and also the staircase of the 
rood-loft. The font is very old and primitive, cut out of a 
block of conglomerate. The tower at the W. end is em- 
battled, and a loftier comer turret is much esteemed by 
the parishioners, under the name of Jacob's Chair. 9i^m. 
Tibberton Court, the seat of the Lee-Warners. The 
grounds are remarkably finely timbered. 

12^m. One of the most beautiful places in this part of the 
country is Moccas Courts the seat of the Rev. Sir G. Corne- 
wall, Bart., whose family claim to descend from King 
John. The park slopes down to the river, occupying one 
of the curves, and contains some splendid old oaks. The 
church (near the house) is apsidal and very small, and is 
believed to be the oldest in Herefordshire. It contains 
some Norman work and monuments to the De Fresnes. 
Above Moccas a range of hills separates the Wye from 
the Golden VaUey ; and on the summit (about 2^m.) is 
Arthur's Stone, a cromlech in poor preservation, but 
originally supported by twelve upright stones. The 
table stone, which is broken in two, was about 18 ft. 
long. Near (14m.) Bredwardine the Wye is crossed by 
a bridge of six arches. A castle is said to have existed 
here which furnished the materials for Moccas Court. 
Bredwardine Church (restored 1875) is interesting. The 
nave is E. Norman, and on the N. side is some herring- 
bone work, believed by some to be Saxon. There is 
good carving both on S. door and lintel of N. door ; and 
also recumbent effigies, one of which is supposed to 
represent Sir Roger Vaughan, of Bredwardine, son-in- 
law of " Davy Gam," who fell at Agincourt. On the N. 
bank of the river is Brobury Scar. The road now winds 
around the base of Meerbach Hill and ascends Pen-y-park, 
overlooking Clifford. 19m. At Hardwick a road goes to 
Dorstone and the Golden Valley. A pretty church was 
built here in 1849 by the Rev. W. Pennoyre, who formerly 
lived at the Moor, further on R. The road now descends 
the hill under Mouse Castle. At 21m. the Dulas brook is 
crossed, and the county of Brecon and the town of Hay 
are entered simultaneously. 

6-2 
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Hay (Hotels: Boae and Crown; Swan, Pop. 1,8<^0. 
Conveyances : By M,B. to Hereford, Brecon, and Three 
Cocks for BuUth and Bha/yad/r. Distances : London, 
164iu. ; Hereford, 20m. ; Brecon, 17m. ; Glaahury, 4m. ; 
BvMth, 21m. ; Three Cocks, 6m. ; Talgarth, 8m. ; CricJe- 
howell, 20m. ; CVyro, Im. ", Ctcsop, l^m. ; Clifford, 4m. ; 
Llowes, 3m.) is a brisk little town at the extreme borders 
of comities Brecon, Hereford, and Eadnor, with which 
latter it is connected by an iron toll-bridge. The streets 
rise up pretty steeply from the river-side for almost a 
mile, very picturesquely crowned with the ivy-covered 
chimneys and gable ends of the castle. The original for- 
tress, built soon after the Conquest by WiUiam Walwyn, 
experienced the tender mercies of Owain Glyndwr, and 
little is left of it but a part of a tower and a venerable old 
gateway. The modern portion, notwithstanding its plain 
sashes, has much beauty of outline, particularly on the 
S. front. The church at the extreme west of the town 
is also a somewhat plain building, though it has a good 
apsidal chancel and pulpit. One of the church curiosities 
is an old chalice to " Our Lady Paris of the Haier." The 
old word Haier or Haie signified an inclosure, and there 
are many places named with that meaning. There is 
an EngUsh Hay, Urishay, Frenchay (in Gloucestershire), 
and Hay on the Wye, which is called by country folk the 
Hay, or the Welsh Hay. The situation of the church is 
very pretty, overlooking the river rather precipitously, 
and separated by a deep though narrow ravine, which 
formed the defence of an ancient earthwork. The scenery 
on the Eadnorshire banks is also pretty, but scarcely 
enough so to tempt pedestrians with only the usual 
allowance of time, except they be geologists, in which 
case they may commence to explore the tilestones and 
Upper Silurians near Clyro. But that on the Breconshire 
side, where the Black Mountains rise in huge long buttress 
slopes, the view terminating with the pale and distant 
Beacons (2,862 ft.), is full of attraction, and opens up 
promise of capital rambling ground. One of the loveHest 
walks in the country is up the valley of Cusop, with its 
tiny village and church. The latter has on its wall 
the armorial bearings of Sir T. Duppa, 18th century. The 
yews in the churchyard are very fine. On the hillside to 
the W. is the camp, made use of for practice by the 
artillery, who have come to be looked upon as regular 
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visitors of the neighbourhood. There is a pretty walk to 
Mouse Castle, l^m. on the road to Moccas. It was an 
ancient British fortification, known in that language as 
Llygad, or the Eye. 

Aja interesting excursion may be made by crossing the 
bridge (toll) to Clyro. l^m. on the Eadnorshire side is 
Wyecliflfe, and higher up Clyro Court. Nearly 2m. further 
is the village of Llowes, in the churchyard of which is a 
singular cross, 7^ ft. from the ground. On E. side is a 
cross of geometrical lozenge-shaped pattern. This stone 
is called Moll Walbec, but the original British name was 
Malaen-y-Walfa, or the ** Fury of the Enclosure." 

As the railway in its course to the Three Cocks runs 
very near the river-side, there are but few views obtained 
on the L., where the mountains descend rather precipi- 
tously. On this side successively are Oakfield, the village 
of Llanigon, and Llanthomas. The views on the B. are 
more open, and embrace a considerable stretch of the high 
wooded ground of Eadnorshire. 

24Jm. Glasbury Station, where the two counties are 
connected by a bridge. The church is modern pseudo- 
Norman. Conspicuous on the Badnor side is Maealoughy 
a very imposing castellated mansion. It was originally 
built by Mr. Wilkins, who afterwards changed his name 
to De Winton. 

On L., Im., is Tregoed (Viscount Hereford). 

26m. Three Cocks Station (jmiction with Mid-Wales 
Railway, Hotel, Three Cocks, much im, vogue with 
a/ngUrs, amd very comfortable). 

The Wye, from Three Cocks to Glasbury, has been 
preparing in a considerable curve for the change from its 
wooded glens to the more open Herefordshire vaJes ; but 
before committing himself to the tender mercies of the 
Mid -Wales Bailway, which the tourist will find to be 
neither punctual nor swift, he may make a short excursion 
to Talgarth and Llangorse Lake, continuing by the Mid- 
land Bailway and following up the valley of the Llyfni. 
Close to Three Cocks is the historic old mansion of 
Qwemyfed, where Charles I. stayed in the time of Sir 
Henry Williams. It is of Elizabethan date, but of late 
years has been enlarged and restored, and is now a fine 
place. About halfway on L. is Porthha/ml, a farmhouse 
with a handsome old gateway. 

2^m. Talgarth (Inn, Ashhv/rnham Arms) is a quiet 
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little Breconshire townlet in a beautiful situation under 
the Black Mountains. The church is beyond the usual 
size, although of no architectural beauty. Im. is Bronllys 
CastlCf a round tower which used to give rise to very 
unnecessary speculations as to its origin. It consists of 
an artificial mound, placed at the apex of an earthwork, 
which may have been (in Mr. Clark's opinion) a Celtic 
camp, with Boman additions. On this is placed a Norman 
or E. E. tower of about 70 ft. in height, cylindrical in its 
upper portions, and having a basement and three stages. 
Though of rude masonry, it is remarkable for the excellence 
of the dressings of the door and windows, which rather 
resemble Dec. work. Perhaps these were added later. 
On the hills opposite Talgarth is Tregv/nter, the seat of 
the Roches. Talgarth is an excellent starting-point from 
which to explore the Breconshire side of the Black 
Mountains, and particularly the Cader, 2,545 ft., which 
commands a splendid view. It is a magnificent walk also 
to CrickhoweU (12m.) and the Vale of Usk over the Pass of 
Dinas. Beyond Talgarth (IJm.) is a house called Trevecca, 
of interest as having been the scene of a religious move- 
ment of considerable importance. It was made into a 
college for Calvinists in 1752 by a Welsh Nonconformist 
divine, who endeavoured to establish a community which 
should exist for the common good. For a time it suc- 
ceeded, numbering 150 members, and amongst them the 
celebrated SeHna, Countess of Huntingdon, but it failed 
to become permanent, and for a long time has existed on 
a very small scale. 3^m. further is Llangorse Lake or 
Pool, in Welsh Llyn SavaddaUy a very beautiful sheet of 
water of some five miles in circumference, and surrounded 
by hUls of somewhat melancholy appearance. Llangorse 
obtains most of its importance from its being the largest 
lake in Wales but one, viz., Bala. It is quite the lake for 
a legend, and accordingly we find that in prehistoric days 
a large city existed here, which was overwhelmed in some 
terrible catastrophe, and its place taken by the waters of 
the lake. Even now the peasants of the villages around 
will tell us that towers are faintly visible on certain occa- 
sions when the surface is still, and, more wonderful even, 
that bells are faintly heard to ring by chance Usteners. 
At the head of the lake, in a tangled underwood under the 
village of Cathedine, are the scanty remains of Blaenllyfni 
Castle, probably of the same date and style as the other 
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border castles with which we have so frequently met, 
though it has a very small historical record. Some few 
years ago a crannoge was discovered on one of the banks 
by the Bev. Mr. Dumbleton. Llangorse is a good fishing 
place for those who like coarse fish. Pike are caught of a 
great size (over 25 lb.) by " trimming" from a boat, and 
give rise to plenty of sport. 

^rom Tal-y-Llyn Junction the tourist can either 
proceed to Brecon, or to Merthyr Tydvil, or return to 
Three Cocks. 



Route VI.— FROM THREE COCKS TO BUILTH 

AND RHAYADR. 

(the wye upper water.) 

The tourist who has followed up the river from its 
mouth will at once note a great difference in the character 
of the stream, which, though often presenting tolerably 
broad and deep water, is more generally characterized by 
frequent rapids. The scenery, too, becomes closer, and 
assumes a mountain garb ; and while capital views are 
obtainable from the railway windows, the pedestrian will 
certainly have the best of it. 2m. on R. bank is Llyswen, 
traditionally the seat of the early Welsh princes, though 
there is nothing to show for jt. 

23m. BouGHROOD Station. On R., close to the station, 
is Boughrood Castle, and on the opposite bank are the 
beautiful woods of Llangoed Castle ^ a seat belonging to 
Sir J. R. Bailey, Bart. 

Excursion : 

A very interesting excursion, offering magnificent 
views, can be made to the primitive little moun- 
tain church of Lla/nstephan^ about 2m., aU uphill. 
Below it, in a lovely situation, is Llanstephan 
House, residence of Mr. Hotchkiss, who was largely 
instrumental in restoring the church. It consists 
of nave and chancel, with small bell-tower on W. 
There are some sedilia in the chancel. Notice also 
the altar-cloth, elaborately embroidered from a 
Russian pattern by a gentleman resident in the 
next county. The lich-gate is remarkable for 
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having a chamber inside, knpwn as the ** parson's 
stall/* snggestive of Hhe long distance and difficult 
lanes which are the usual lot of a Badnorshire 
parson. The churchyard is noteworthy for its 
magnificent old yew-tree, and the equally magnifi- 
cent view looking S. over the Black Mountains, 
Mynydd-y-Troed, and the hills around Llangorse 
Li&kef wlule in the foreground is a long wooded 
stretch of the river. 

6m. Erwood Station, the hamlet being on the Brecon- 
shire side of the stream. Directly above it is Qa/rth HiUy 
crowned by an earthwork. The tourist must retrace his 
steps for about Im. to see the waterfall and savage little 
glen of Craig -pwl'ddu, on the mountain stream of the 
Bachwy. The fall i# not very high, not more than forty 
feet, but the rocks are so wild and the ravine so intensely 
gloomy, that there is ample basis for superstitious tales 
and fears. It is said that the Welsh princes had a castle 
on the top of the rock, and that they disposed of their 
prisoners by plunging them into the pool below.* 

9m. Aberedw Station. This romantic little village is 
placed (as its name implies) at the entrance of and over- 
looking the river Ecku, which has a course of several miles 
from the Badnorshire hills. The castle is sacred to Welsh 
patriotism, as it belonged to Prince Llewelyn ap Grufydd, 
the last Prince of Wales, and it was hence that he was 
riding to Builth for shelter, when the inhabitants of that 
disloyal little town declined to admit him. It is an old 
story, how the snow was on the ground, and how the 
unfortunate prince had his horse's shoes reversed that the 
pursuers might be put off the scent, and how an ever-to- 
be-execrated blacksmith revealed the trick to the English. 
The situation of both Aberedw Church and Castle is 
charming. The stream, which is worth following up with 
a rod, runs through the villages of Llanbadarn-y-garrig, 
Cregrina, and Bettwsdisserth, and drains the principal 
portion of the county between the Wye and New Badnor. 
On the Breconshire side, opposite Aberedw, is the little 
church of Capel alt Mawr. The geology of this part of 

* " In the immediate yicinity of the Begwm Hills, the lower 
part of the Ludlow formation has been violently contorted, 
especially in the narrow mountain gorge in which the Bach- 
howey or Bachwy falls over the cliff at Craig-pwU-ddu." 
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the valley is extremely interesting. " Between Erwood 
and Builth, rocks of Ludlow age constitute picturesque 
cliffs, the slightly inclined strata presenting their edges to 
the eye of the traveller, the rock being in some instances 
exceedingly hard and compact. But near Aberedw thin 
bands of calcareous hmestone are observed in the hills 
overhanging the river." — (Silv/ria), ll^m. E. the village 
of Llanfaredd, and on L. Glamuye, the pretty seat of Sir 
J. E. Bailey, Bart. The Dihonw stream near this 
was the scene of a frightful catastrophe in 1853, when a 
sudden flood rose in the night and carried away a villa 
residence with the whole farmly. 
Passing E. the church of Llaoielwedd, the train reaches 
13m. BuiLTH Wells. Hotel, Lion, Pop. 1,383. Con- 
veyances : Bail to Hereford, Llanidloes, Lland/ri/ndod 
WellSy Shrewsbury, Swansea, Distances : London, 
183m. ; Hereford, 39m. ; Hay, 21m. ; Three Cocks, 13m. ; 
Brecon, 25m. ; Builth Boad, IJm. {this station was 
formerly known by the name of Llechrhyd Junction) ; 
Llandrindod Wells, 7m. ; Llanwrtyd Wells, 10m. ; 
Bhayadr, 14m. ; Newbridge, 6m. ; LUmidloes, 26m. 
Builth is a pleasant and pretty little town on the E. or 
Breconshire side of the Wye, a bridge of six arches con- 
necting the two counties. The river valley has opened out 
considerably, and gives a pleasant relief from the close 
quarters in which we have been travelling from Three 
Cocks. The streets of the town run on the hillside parallel 
with the river, while the neighbourhood is dotted with 
handsome residences. Builth has always had a certain 
amount of importance, ever since it was the Eoman station 
of BullsBum. Not only is it the shop and market town for 
a wide district around, but it has special advantages in its 
mineral waters, which are near the mouth of the Yrfon, 
about a mile distant. Each season, too, brings a certain 
quota of visitors as anglers, while scientific men have an 
unlimited scope of study in the Silurian hills around. 
There are few better headquarters in the whole county. 

The origin of these waters may be thus explained: 
^* The trap of the district appears for the last time on the 
S.W. in a low knoll close to the Pump House. It is a 
coarse greenstone containing many crystals of iron pyrites. 
The Pump House stands upon this rock, but the mineral 
water arises from the adjoining schist, which it throws up 
into vertical strata strilang N.E. and S.W. It is highly 
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charged with crystals of iron pyrites, and has in parts 
veins of quartz crystals or calc spar. The natural decom- 
position of the pyrites, which must be continually going 
on by the percolation of water along the planes of these 
vertical beds, sufficiently accounts for the presence of 
these sulphurous waters." The castle, or what little is left 
of it, is situated on the bank opposite the bridge. In the 
11th century, when Bernard Newmarch invaded Brecon- 
shire, he found the outworks of Builth still existing, and 
he added to it a later Norman building. It afterwards 
passed by marriage to the De Braoses, and was besieged 
and taken by Llewelyn in 1260. Scarcely a trace of 
masonry exists, but only some heaps of earth of rather 
remarkable size and character, probably of far earlier date 
than the Norman works that occupied them. There is a 
conical mound 60 ft. high from the ditch, which is carried 
all round from 100 to 120 ft. in breadth. On the southern 
circumference are two platforms, one much larger than 
the other, and separated by another ditch from the outer 
barbican, which is about 110 yards N. and S., by 190 E. 
and W» The church, which is situated at the other end 
of the town in a fine churchyard, is very massive, and 
especially as regards the 14th century tower, which is 
on the S. side at the E. end. The church, all but the 
tower, was rebuilt in 1875, and now consists of chancel, 
nave, N. aisle, and S. porch. It is a pretty walk on to 
the Park Wells, where there is a Pump House and ap- 
pliances for drinking the waters. These are of three 
varieties, chalybeate, sulphurous, and saline — all differing 
from each other, although issuing from the ground quite 
close to each other. Although they are of undoubtedly 
good and pure character, their reputation is but local, and 
the wells certainly have not a flourishing appearance. It 
is worth notice, especially when taken in connection with 
the geology of the neighbourhood, that the whole district 
to the north for the next dozen miles is impregnated with 
mineral waters. Builth, Llanwrtyd, Llandrindod, Llan- 
degley, and Llangammarch, are aU more or less valuable 
in this respect, though only Llandrindod can be said to 
be blessed with a season. The lack of fashion, however, 
is counterbalanced by the extreme cheapness of health 
restoration. Modem improvements are represented in 
Builth by a very neat public hall decorated with terra- 
cotta medallions, amongst which will be noticed the ox. 
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** buallt " or " muallt," which is the symbol of the town. 
Builth is one of the best fishing stations* on the Wye, for 
the number of tributary streams are so great, such as the 
Yrfon, the Chweffru, the Edw, the Dihonw, etc. The great 
question here, as elsewhere, is that of preser\'ing ; and 
before the angler arranges for his hohday, he had better 
write to the landlord of the hotel to ascertain what are 
the chances of sport. The geologist, however, need do 
nothing of the sort, for his game is abundantly spread 
out for him all over the hiUs of Wellfield and many 
places in the neighbourhood. Thus speaks Siluria on the 
subject : " In the hiUy district between Builth, Llandrin- 
dod, and Llandegley, the Llandeilo formation rises to the 
surface in the form of a rugged ellipsoidal mass, through- 
out which igneous rocks, both stratified and eruptive, 
prevail. Whether collected at WeUfield, or other places 
near, or in the flagstones N. of the Carneddau Hills, the 
Ogygia Buchii, Ampyx nudua, Agnostus McCoyiif and 
Lingula attenuata, are found in abundance, with beds full 
of Orthia calligramma^ and other characteristic sheUs. 
On the flanks of the Carneddau Hills there are amorphous 
masses of igneous rocks, which have broken through and 
highly altered the Llandeilo flags." 

Following up the fretted Wye, we come to 
14^m. Builth Road (junction with Central Wales Bail- 
way on M, to Llandrindod and Shrewsbury ^ on L. to 
Llanwrtyd Wells^ Llandovery, and Swa/nsea, Refresh- 
ment-room) . This may lay claim to be about the most exas- 
perating junction in the three kingdoms, not only for its 
general inaccessibility, but for the want of communication 
between the two stations, and the certainty of delay which 
rarely fails to meet the unfortunate traveller. 

Excursions : 

(a) To Llanwrtyd Wells up the valley of the Yrfon, 
which is of a different character to that of the Wye. 
The hills, although tolerably high, are rather bare 
and monotonous, and there is a decided falling off 
in the foliage, except just along the actual bed of the 
stream. It is a fine view as the line crosses the 
Wye foaming and tumbling beneath, soon afterwards 
passing the primitive little church of Llanganten on 
the ChwefiEru. 
2m. CiLMERi Station, close to which is Cefn-y- 
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bedd, associated with Aberedw (p. 88) in the gloomy 
tragedy in which Llewelyn, Prince of Wales, was so 
ruthlessly assassinated by the English, although it 
is said that the actual culprit was not aware of the 
rank of his victim. The prince was buried at Cefn- 
y-bedd (" the ridge of the bed '* or grave). As the 
valley is gradually ascended, good views are occa- 
sionally obtained in the foreground of Mynydd 
Epynt and Bwlch-y-groea, an immense mass of 
SUurian mountains that cut off a large portion of 
the county from S. Breconshire. Although it is a 
fine moorland road to Brecon, it must be confessed 
that it demands consideration on the score of 
weather. Beyond the station on L. is the church of 
Llanynis, and on B. Gilmeri. Llanafan Fechan 
Church is passed a little before reaching 

4im. Gabth Station. Near this is Garth House 
and Llanlleonfel Church (on the Dulas), which 
contains some monuments of the Gwynnes, a 
family almost extinct in this portion of Breconshire. 
Iivn at Maes-y-Cefn-ford close to the station. 

6m. Llangammarch Station, at the confluence 
of the Cammarch. Here is a little mineral well 
and a neat little vnn (Cammarch), where the vale- 
tudinarian may recruit without fear of disturbance, 
the only excitement of the day being the arrival of 
the Shrewsbury train with the papers. In the 
churchyard is a carved stone, with the circle of 
a cross 16 in., with a cross-bar. This part of the 
|g country is traversed N. and S. by the Sarn Helen, 
^ an ancient British road, which was utilized prac- 
tically for connecting N. and S. Wales, running 
from Deva (Chester), to Bannivmi (Brecon), 
Bullcemn (Builth) and Marid/unum (Caermarthen). 
The country looks bleaker and bleaker as the train 
reaches 

9m. Llanwrtyd Station, the hills in the distance 
showing where Caermarthenshire begins. Llan- 
wrtyd Wells is about Im. from the station, and an 
omnibus runs thither. There are three inns here : 
at the station one {very primitive) with the British 
name of Askomel; im, the village the Netuidd 
Arms; ojid at the Wells the pension boarding- 
house of Dolycoed, close to which are the Wells, 
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Distances ; London^ 198m. ; Brecon, 88m. ; Shrews- 
bury, 60m. ; BuUth, lO^m. The tourist will at 
once perceive by appearance and sound that Llan- 
wrtyd is the well of the Welsh, its virtues, which 
are similar to the Harrogate water, being spoken 
of in the vernacular by the name of Ffynnon 
Drewllydd, or the " Stinking Well." Putting aside 
the local characteristics, Llanwrtyd is very beauti- 
fully situated, the Yrfon taking a sharp turn to N. 
and at once entering a gorge of steep bluffs, which 
ere long give place to a steeper and more rocky 
accompaniment. Both in situation and prestige the 
Dolycoed is the favourite abiding-place ; and the 
excursion to the head of the Yrfon and over the 
mountain into the Glaerwen Valley is a splendid 
one, though it wants rather good staying powers. 
Rising above the church, which is about Im. from 
Dolycoed, is the beautiful hill of Pendinaa, and a 
little higher up is a small cave which in old times 
was the lair of a celebrated freebooter. The Culant 
stream comes in at Llynderw, an untenanted house 
in a wild situation, and higher up (6m.) is the 
conflueiice of the Gwessin with the Yrfon. We 
must be a good deal surprised at finding even one 
church in so retired a locality ;' but the surprise is 
greatly augmented at meeting with two, one on 
each side l£e Yrfon. They are the churches of the 
two large parishes of Llanddewi Abergwessin and 
Llanfihangel Abergwessin respectively,; and we can 
but imagine that they were so buUt that the 
dwellers in one parish might have the opporttmity 
of seeing their neighbours at least once a week. 
The finest part of the Yrfon scenery is 2m. higher 
up at Camddiur Bleddiad, or Wolves' Leap, where 
the river runs at a great depth between rocks that 
almost touch. The name is suggestive enough of 
the early British days when man disputed the 
passage of the glens with the wild beasts. From 
this point follow a little glen to N.E., and in about 
4m., crossing Drygarn Mountain, 2,120 ft., the 
pedestrian will descend into the Glaerwen Valley, 
and thence to Bhayadr. 
(6) To Llandrindod Wells and the valley of the Ython. 
The Central Wales Railway runs N.E. opposite the 
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wooded slope of Welfield, and the adjoining estate 
of Pencerrig, A very handsome church has been 
built by Miss Thomas of Pencerrig at Cwmbachf a 
little on L. of the line. All the details have been 
completed with unusual care and cost, and the bells 
were brought all the way from Zurich. As the line 
ascends somewhat steep gradients, the country 
becomes more " commony " and bare, and with an 
unmistakable keenness of air. 

5im. Llandrindod Wells Station. Hotels : 
Pv/mp House (about jm.), Bock, Llanerch (close 
to the station). Pop. 308 ; Distances : London, 
18dm. ; Shrewshwry, 50m. ; Brecon, 30m. ; Bhayadr, 
8m. ; Newbridge, 3Jm. ; Cefn-llys, 2m. ; BuUth, 
7^m. ; Abbey -cwm-hir, 8m. It may be at once 
conceded that there is not a place in the kingdom 
which has purer or more delightful air than 
Llandrindod; and now that the reproach of inac- 
cessibility is taken away from it, and the access 
from London is so easy, there is no reason why its 
undeniable health-giving virtues should not be more 
generally appreciated. Llandrindod is by no means 
a place of yesterday, for in the middle of the last 
century a great effort was made by a Mr. Grosvenor 
to bring it before the world. He was a little before 
his day, for he erected a grand hotel, which for its 
luxurious fittings, its cuisine, and its varied amuse- 
ments, was quite the wonder of the age. Unfortu- 
nately for the speculator, the country was bleak, 
and there was no London and North- Western B,BJlr 
way to carry away the bored visitor. The hotel 
was not a success, and became a resort of gamblers 
— a sort of Radnorshire Monte Carlo — acquiring 
such a bad name that it had to be pulled down. 
This was literally done by a pious lady, who re- 
garded the whole establishment with the utmost 
horror. For many, many years afterwards, Llan- 
drindod led a very quiet local life, from which it 
only at length began to emerge under the care of 
the owner of the land, Mr. E. Middleton Evans, of 
Llwyn-y-barried. A good deal of scattered building 
has been done, and a new church by Nicholson 
(there are two now), market houses, and a cottage 
hospital, erected ; while a pretty public garden has 
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been formed ; although there is still plenty of room 
for more without exciting Lord Brabazon's ire. The 
waters are of three kinds, sulphurets, chalybeate, and 
saline. The latter is found both at the Pump 
House and in the park, as are also the sulphuretted 
springs, the one in the park being particularly suit- 
able for cutaneous and uterine diseases, chronic 
bronchitis, and cases of sluggish liver. The cha- 
lybeate is also found in the park. There are some 
pretty- views from this looking up the valley of the 
Ython, which flows about a mile off in a narrow 
winding bed. Llandrindod will be seen to be on a 
breezy plateau, through which the Ython winds its 
way, but not so deeply as to make a very marked 
feature. In fact, during the upper part of its 
course, the geological character of the river exhibits 
a decided change as it approaches the mountainous 
masses of the Foel, the liallt, Bedugre, and other 
hills that range from the valle^^ of the Severn 
towards Abbey -cwm-hir. These mountains are 
composed of quartzose grits, subordinate to slaty 
sandstone, and probably of the same age as the 
Longmvnd. 

Excursions : 

(a) To Ce/n-llys Castle^ about l^m. distant, very pictu- 
resquely placed in a gorge of the Ython, on a trap 
rock overlooking it. The river, in its course from 
the N.W., suddenly deflects and follows the edge of 
the main ridge of the trap hills in a sinuous 
channel excavated in the Lower Silurian rocks 
winding round Cefn-llys, which is thus almost 
peninsulated. The well-wooded and deep valley 
near the little church is singularly beautiful, where 
the Ython, emerging from this singularly vulcanized 
region, passes between chflis of about 40 ft. in 
height, from the sides of which a single plank 
serves as a bridge over the stream. — {Siluricm 
Syate^n). The castle has no features of interest 
beyond its situation, though it had its share of hard 
knocks, and was at one time the seat of the Lord 
Marcher's court. The excursion may be continued 
to Llandegley (Hotel, Bv/rton Arms), a pretty 
village some 2m. distant, which also claims the 
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virtaes of a mineral well. It is of more interest 
than the others in the neighbourhood, inasmuch as 
it used to be the scene of some quaint ceremonies 
in honour of St. Tecla, the patron saint, and pro- 
bably the same who owned the chapel at the mouth 
of the Wye (p. 12). The Llandegley well was par- 
ticularly famous for the cure of the falling sickness, 
and the practice is thus described in the Archceologia 
Catnbrensis : ** The patient washes his limbs in the 
well, makes an offering in it of foiu*pence, walks 
round it three times, and thrice repeats the Lord's 
Prayer. If of the male sex, he makes an offering 
of a cock ; if of the fair sex, of a hen. The fowl is 
carried in a basket, first round the well, then into 
the churchyard, then round the church. The 
votary then enters the church, gets under the com- 
munion table, hes down with the Bible under the 
head, is covered with the carpet or cloth, and rests 
there until the break of day, departing after offering 
sixpence and leaving the fowl in the church. If 
the bird dies, the cure is supposed to have been 
effected and the disease transferred to it." 
(b) To Lla/nbadam Vawr 3m., and Abbey -civin-Jdr 8m. 
The road runs nearly parallel with the railway, and 
crosses the winding Ython just before reaching 
Llanbadam VoAvr, the church of which has some 
early Norman work. In the churchyard is an early 
carved stone, with figures of two very large dogs 
with tails ending in trefoils, separated by a rudely 
carved face. Mr. Westwood considers it to be of 
the 12th century, and thinks it might have been 
part of a tympanum. The line is then crossed (road 
on L. to Ehayadr) and the valley of the Ython 
quitted to ascend that of the Clywedog^ a charming 
stream that comes down from the Camllo Hills. 
About 6m. up, within a very pretty amphitheatre 
of wood, is Abbey -cwm-hir (— long coombe), once a 
rich and prosperous Cistercian monastery, which 
must have been of considerable size and import- 
ance, judging from the measurements taken some 
years ago. It was then found that the abbey was 
242 ft. in length. It was founded in the 12th 
century by Cadwalladon ap Madok for sixty monks, 
but, notwithstanding its solitary and isolated posi- 
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tion, it received some very unwelcome attentions at 
different times- Henry II. would have bm-nt it in 
a fit of passion, but cooled down and allowed fiim- 
self to be bought off by the community ; but it was 
not so fortunate later on, for it was destroyed in 
1401 by Owain Glyndwr. Since then the abbey 
never looked up, and even its stones have almost 
entirely disappeared, although they probably exist 
in the mansion which bears its name. The neigh- 
bourhood seems to have had a certain amount of 
importance long before Madok and his monks came 
there, for there are traces of more than one Boman 
road. There was a communication between BuiHh 
(BullcBum) on the S. and Caersws in Montgomery- 
shire on the N., and this road apparently passed up 
through Llanyre, opposite Llandrindod, thence over 
Camllo Hill and up to the head of the Glywedog, 
where it crossed the mountains at the pass of 
Bwlch-y-sarnau, and gained the vaUey of the 
Marteg. Notice on the return, at the junction of 
the little river Crych with the Clywedog, a pictu- 
resque old house, caUed Devanner. 

The Ython runs from the N, for a good many 
mUes beyond the junction of the Clywedog, but it is 
scarcely a route that will tempt the tourist. The 
country is rather bleak, and there are not many 
details of interest, except a few earthworks and traces 
of an old fortress at Llananno, some 7m. further on. 

It is a beautiful journey from Builth Boad to Ehayadr, 
the Ython being crossed at its mouth and final disappear- 
ance into the Wye at about 2m. distance. 

19^m. Newbridge Station {no vnn, but a coffee tavern). 
Conspicuous on L. on the brow of the hill is Llysdi/nam, 
the beautiful residence of the Venables family, which 
commands a glorious view looking S. In the village is a 
pretty church of grey stone, with white facings, built for 
them by WilUams, The antiquary may find it worth while 
to make an excursion of d^m. across the river to Llvmafan 
Voajut, the church of which has an interesting altar-tomb, 
with a deep-cut inscription to St. Ayan. The characters 
are of Lombardic type, about the Idth or 14th century. 

The tourist will certainly find it to his account to 
walk the remainder of the distance to Bhayadr, 7im. 

7 
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The mountains very soon close in upon the Wye, and 
much of the beauty of the valley is lost by the railway 
traveller. The line itself crosses the river at Newbridge, 
but the road continues along the L. bank, occupying more 
or less of a terrace, winding round the base of Dolevcm 
Hill, and afterwards skirting the beautiful park of Fen- 
Uan-oleu. 

A beautiful view opens out at Doldowlod Station, where 
the line again rejoins the road. On B. is Doldowlod. A 
little further on is the Breconshire village of Lla/murihwl, 
where the grouping of the hills is very charming. In the 
churchyard is the stone shaft of a cross, supposed by 
some antiquaries to be of very early origin. The way now 
becomes rather of a moorland character, from which the 
red brick chimneys of Glanrhos take away the feeling of 
solitude — a little too much so, perhaps. One of the finest 
views in the whole course of the Wye presents itself 
as the road turns the comer to Aberddcmdiur, On the B. 
rises the huge wooded crag of Owastaden, the tints of 
which in the autumn are of exquisite beauty. Geologi- 
cally, it consists of alternations of coarse slaty sandstone 
and fine conglomerates, passing into roofing slates. On L. 
the vale of Elan is laid open for miles, as the river flows 
under Com Gafallt, while in the centre is seen Bhayadr 
with its background of Montgomeryshire mountains. 
Immediately below the road, though at some distance, the 
Elan is crossed by a foot-bridge — ^a most lovely subject for 
a sketch. 

The road now bears away from the river, on the oppo- 
site bank of which is the pleasant fishing-box of Wood- 
lands, and passing by the Union House (a Utopia of work- 
houses as far as situation goes) enters 

27m. Bhatadr Station. Hotels : Bed Lion, very com- 
fortable; Lion a/nd Castle, Pop. 1,037. Conveyances: 
Mid-Walea Badhvay to Llam,idloes and Three Cocks. 
Distances : London, 178m. ; 8hrewshv/ry, 48m. ; Llan- 
drvndod, 15m.; Aherystvnth, 88m.; Bwilth, 14m.; Llan- 
idloes, 12m.; Newbridge, 7Jm.; Abbey -cvrm-hir, Ira. 
Bhayadr, or more fuUy Bhayadr Gwy (B. on the Wye), 
partially belongs to the parish of Nantmel, and is very 
beautifully situated on the L. bank of the river, which 
passes under the bridge in a disturbed and impetuous 
manner, although not so much so as it did before certain 
structural alterations. The hills around the little town 
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environ it very closely, and give it rather a sombre aspect, 
depending of course very much on the effects of atmo- 
sphere. The four short rectangular streets are soon peram- 
bulated, and the primitive appearance of the town-hall and 
the brick-coloured local bank taken note of. Small as the 
place is, there are two churches, both of them in very 
beautiful situations, and both of them overlooking the Wye, 
which runs in a gorge below. Bhayadr Church has an 
interesting old font of circular shape, with heads of animals 
on each side. The church itself is single-aisled, with a low 
tower at the W. end. Cvymddaudvrr Church is on the 
opposite side of the river, lower down, and has been re- 
built. It contains some memorial windows to the late 
Mr. Prickard, a chancel-screen of wrought iron in com- 
memoration of Miss Oliver's (of Ehydoldog) marriage with 
Gen. Sladen, and a reredos, a copy of L. da Vinci's Last 
Supper. Not far from the church is a stone supposed to 
commemorate the base assassination of Eineon Clyd by the 
Flemings and Normans on his return from Cardigan, where 
he had been assisting at the festivities of his father-in-law, 
Ehys, Prince of South Wales. Not very distant from this 
ill-fated spot, a similar occurrence took place at Dderw on 
the old Aberystwith road, when a band of robbers shot the 
judge as he was coming from the assize, in revenge for one 
of his sentences. In consequence of this murder the 
assizes were removed altogether to Presteign, at the other 
end of the county. 

The chief interest of Bhayadr is of course the scenery of 
the neighbourhood and the fishing. Many a tourist who 
is a disciple of the gentle craft will here get the sport thai: 
he has been vainly seeking in the strictly preserved lower 
waters. 

Excursions : 

(a) To Cwm Ekm — 6m. The course of the Elan s very 
much longer than this, but within the distance 
mentioned the tourist will be able to see most of its 
beauties. The road crosses the bridge and passes 
Cwmddaudwr Church, and then breasts some rather 
high ground, dropping on to the Elan in a little 
over a mile. There is an exquisite view here, look- 
ing downward to the junction of the Elan with the 
Wye, and the distant course of the latter river — 
upwards to a great waU of mountains, over which 

7—2 
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the old road to Aberystwith is carried. Underneath 
it is Ehydoldog. 

For another 2m. the river winds round in a lovely 
glen, the base of Cefn Craig-y-foelf a favourite hill 
with artists for its beauty of form and colour. 
Just at the turn is the httle church of Capel 
Nomtgvyylt, the mansion-house of Nantgwylt being 
a little higher up the ClaeTwen, which runs into 
the Elan at this point. The residence of Cwm 
Elaiif Im. higher up the Elan, is in a situation of 
extreme beauty, and was erected a good many years 
ago by a Mr. Grove out of the bare hillside. It was 
much bepraised by the poet Bowles, who wrote a 
poem under that name. For another mile or so the 
pedestrian may weU f oUow up the rushing river, but 
it will scarcely repay him to go much further ; and he 
can vary his return route by crossing Cefn Craig-y- 
foel, which will furnish him with new and splendid 
views. The geological composition of the moun- 
tains is very similar to that of Gwastaden, viz., slaty 
rocks and coarse conglomerates, interstratified with 
slates, the whole much twisted and contorted. Thin 
beds of lead occur, and it may be mentioned that 
there are, or have been, one or two lead-mines up 
the Claerwen at Dalriw and Glencar. 
(b) It is a charming mountain walk up the hills by the 
old Aberystyrith road, which is rather shorter than 
the so-cfiJled new road, but considerably more hilly. 
Cross the bridge, but take the road to B., past 
Dderw as before, the scene of the judge's assassina- 
tion (see ante) 2m. An exceedingly pretty little 
lake, Gwyn Llyn, lies below the road, overshadowed 
by a steep bluff of mountains. The wide moorland 
of Pen-rhiw-wen is now crossed, and at about the 
5th m. the Elan is suddenly met with in the earlier 
part of its course, and keeps company with the road 
almost ah initio* In about 9m. the watershed is 
reached, and the tourist begins to descend the 
valley of the Ystwith. Although it is not very 
probable that the tourist will care to go to Aberyst- 
with by this road, he may be interested in visiting 
the Cwm Ystwith lead-mines (14m. from Bhayadr), 
inasmuch as it was from these that Sir Hugh 
Myddelton realized the vast fortune which he ulti- 
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mately spent in the New Eiver. Even if the 
resources of the Wye are not eventually called into 
play to supply London with water, it is singular 
that the metropolis has been for so many years in- 
debted indirectly for that necessary article to this 
immediate neighbourhood. 

The visitor to the banks of the Wye will find that after 
passing Bhayadr the river character is changed for that 
of an impetuous mountain- stream, quarrelling with its bed 
at every turn. For the first 3m. the road, railway, and 
river keep very close to each other to Abermarteg, where 
the Marteg, a stream of considerable volume, flows in from 
the N.E. The scenery is particularly striking here, the 
river at the Nannerth Bocks flinging itself with great up- 
roar through the narrow gorge. The Mid- Wales line at 
this point bids final adieu to the Wye, following up the 
Marteg, and passing 

31m. St. Harmon Station to 

B4m. Pantydwr Station. A wild mountainous district 
is now traversed, crossing the watershed to 

37m. Tylwch Station, and shortly reaching (42m.) 
Llanidloes and the Valley of the Severn. The valley, or 
rather glen, of the Wye gets narrower and more moimtain- 
bound, quitting Eadnorshire and South Wales altogether 
at 7m. from Ehayadr. At 9Jm. the village of Llangv/rigy 
where a road branches off R. to (5m.) Llanidloes, the Wye 
comes in abruptly from the E., flowing past the pretty villa 
of Glangwy at the junction of the Bidno. At about the 
15th m. from Bhayadr, the Wye, now a mere moimtain 
torrent, parts company for once and all from the road, 
having its rise within a very few miles at a spot called 
Blaen Gwy, from which Plynlimmon rises up in sullen 
majesty. In the adjoining cwm rises the Afon Tarenig, 
alongside which the road is carried to (17m.) Steddfagwrig, 
where all connection with the Wye and its watershed 
ceases. 

This is as good a point as any to make the ascent 
of Ptynlinvmon, which is rather a group of mountains than 
one single eminence . Plynlimmon should be regarded more 
for its massiveness than its height, which is only 2,469 ft. 
But notwithstanding its comparative lowliness, it is not 
a mountain to be rashly imdertaken, on account of the 
morasses and bogs that abound on its shoulders ; and even* 
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the best Alpine climber may be brought to grief in the 
most ignominious manner in crossing an innocent-looking 
green moss. Mists, too, are not infrequent, and, though 
there is little fear of falling over a precipice, the losing 
one*s way on Plynlimmon is not a desirable thing to wind ' 
up a Wye tour. The number of springs and wells around 
the mountain is very considerable, and there can be few 
hills which have the parentage of so many more or less 
important streams. First and foremost comes the Severn, 
which rises some 2m. N. of the Wye, and although very 
impetuous at first, becomes quite a sedate stream by the 
time it reaches Llanidloes, a dozen miles off. The next in 
importance is, as we have seen, the Wye. The Eheidol 
has the boldest and most romantic inception, for it rises 
immediately under the highest and most precipitous point 
in a small lake called Ijlyn Llygad Eheidol, or the Eye of 
the Eheidol, and after flowing through a gorge to the N., 
suddenly turns round and skirts the whole of the moun- 
tain's W. side, eventually falling into the sea at Aberyst- 
with, in company with the Ystwith. Amongst the smaller 
streams are the Dulas, which flows N. and falls into the 
Dovey estuary at Machynlleth, as also does the Llyfnant, 
which rises in a lake called Llyn-pen-Ehaiadr. Besides 
these, there are countless streamlets hastening down each 
little glen to its destination, and one can understand of 
what a watery nature Plynlimmon is composed. No 
wonder, indeed, that Owain Glyndwr found it a useful 
lair whence to start on his forays to the Welsh Marches. 
Should the tourist elect to ascend to the summit, he will 
be rewarded, if the day be clear, by a superb view, ex- 
tending from the Black Mountains and Beacons in S. 
Wales to the Snowdon chain in the N., and a splendid 
expanse of Cardigan Bay on the W. 

It is natural to suppose that the tourist who has 
lovingly followed the banks of the Wye from Chepstow 
hither may not wish to return by the same route, and 
will probably be desirous of visiting Aberystwith, which is 
only 16m. distajit. 

The moment that the watershed is crossed at Steddfa- 
gurig, the character of the country is seen to be changed, 
and to become slaty and sad-coloured. Nor will the 
tourist proceed far before he is made aware that he is 
in the district of lead -mines; for every now and 
again a solitary water-wheel and a stream of whitey- 
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brown water is met with, while on the hillside is a 
gloomy-looking row of dressing and stamping mills, per- 
forming their work with a curious far-off thud. Indeed, 
this part of the establishment is by far the most inter- 
esting, for the interior of a lead-mine has little beauty 
or metallic glamour to recommend it. At Dyfryn Castell, 
where a road is given off S. to the Devil's Bridge, only 
3m. distajit, the river Gastell flows westward and soon 
makes a most picturesque junction with the Eheidol at 
Font Erwyd (Inn, DrvZd), The faU is of no great height, 
but the narrowness of the gorge and the solitariness of 
the whole situation make it a most attractive bit of 
scenery. At Cefn Brwno, some 3m. from Pont Erwyd, a 
gradual descent commences all the way to Aberystwith, 
leaving on E. the extensive mines of Coginau, which for 
their size and successful history are considered as among 
the typical mines of Cardiganshire. A little beyond Capel 
Bcmgor the Rheidol joins company with the road, and is 
never very free from it for the remainder of the distance. 
16m. Llcmbada/rn Vawr is a remarkably fine old cruci- 
form church of the 12th century, with many interesting 
Norman details, particularly in its deeply splayed circular- 
headed windows. A monastery is said to have existed 
here, founded by St. Patemus, a contemporary of Du- 
bricius. In one mile more the tourist enters the rapidly 
increasing town of Aberystwith. (Hotels : Beltevue, 
Gogerdda/n Arms, etc.) 



PALEONTOLOGY OF THE WYE DISTRICTS. 

The geology of the Wye districts haying been alluded to 
at the various points of interest, it will be unnecessary 
to give any further description of it as a whole. At the 
same time, there are so many tourists with scientific 
tastes who like to combine a little fossil-hunting in 
localities which have such a world-wide reputation, that 
it will not be out of place to add a brief list of the best 
known palseontological specimens. 



Name 


Locality 


Acrocnlia haliotis - 


- Dormington. 


Agnostus pisiformis 


- Builtb. 


Ampyx nudus 


>> 


ArachnophyUum typus - 


- Dormington. 
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Name 




Locality 


Asaph U8 Buchii 


- 


• Builth. 


Athyxis didyma 




- Fownhope. 


A. turn i da 




- Dormlngton. 


Atrypa affinis - 




- Wuolhope. 


A. aspera 




it 


A. didyma 




,, Fownhope. 


A. cuneata 




i» 


A. galeata 




»» 


A. margin alls - 




»» 


A. lingiiifera - 




,, Dormington. 


A. reticularis - 




»» f» 


A. tenuistriata 




>» 


Aulopora serpenH - 




>» 


Bellerophon dilatatus 




- Dormington. 


B. expansuB 




- Fownhope, Trewerne Hills, 


R Wenlockiensis - 




- Dormington. 


Bumastes Barriensis 




- Scatterdine. 


Calymeiie duplicata 




- Bnilth. 


C. Blumenbachii 




- Dormington. 


Cardiola interrupta • 




»» 


Catenipora escharoides 




- Fownhope. 


Chonetes lata- 




• Dormington. 


Conocardium sequioostatum 


- Woolhope. 


Corunlites serptdarius 


- 


- Dormington. 


Crania craniolariB - 


m 


- Builth. 


G. divaricata - 


m 


11 


Crotalocrinus rugosoa 


m 


• Dormington. 


Cyathophyllum tnrbinatum 


- Woolhope. 


Gypricardia amygdalina 


- 


- Dormington. 


Cyrtia exporrecta - 




- Woolhope. 


Discina Forbesii 




1* 


D. Morrisii 




- Dormington. 


D. rugata 




»» 


Eccoptochile Sedgwickii 




- Builth. 


Ifiuomphalus discors- 




- Woolhope. 


E. carinatus - 




- Dormington. 


£. funatus 




»» 


E. rugosiiB 




»» 


E. sculptuB 




»» 


Eurypteni8 Symondsii 




- Rowlstone. 


Favosites alveolaris - 




• Woolhope. 


F. fibrosa 




»» 


F. Gothlandica 




»f 


F. spongites - 




i» 


Fenestelia 




- Dormington. 


Graptolithus latiis - 




- Builth. 


Halysites catenulatus 




- Dormington. 
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Name 




Looalitj 


Heliolites interstinctos 


* * 


Dormington. 


U. tubulatus - 


m m 


t> 


Homalonotus delphinocephaliis 


Soatterdine. 


Leptsena transversalis 


- 


Woolhope, Scatterdine. 


L. curta - 


• • 


WeUfield. 


L. euglypha - 


- 


Fownhope. 


L. lata - 


- 


ff 


Lingula lata • 


- 


Dormington. 


Loxonema sinuosa - 


- 


>i 


Modiola antiqua 


- 


ti 


Morcbisonia corallii 


. 


tt 


Natica parva - 


- 


Fownbope. 


Nucula ovalis 


• 


Treweme Hills. 


OboluR I>avidsoni - 


« 


Welieeld. 


Ogygia Buchii 


- 


)* 


0. Portlockii - 


. 


»» 


Omphyiua Murchisoni 


- 


Dormington. 


0. turbinatum 


. 


«t 


Ortbis antiqnata 


- 


Woolhope. 


0. biloba 


• • 


Builth. 


0. calligramma 


- 


„ Dormington. 


0. canalis 


• « 


Woolhope. 


0. elegaDtula - 


- 


Dormington. 


0. luoata 


. 


*) 


0. orbicularis - 


• 


Cwm Nant Gwyn, Builtb 


0. radians 


- 


Llandegley. 


0. rustica 


- 


Woolhope. 


Ortboceras annulatum 


- 


Dormington. 


0. biillatum - 


* 


)) 


0. caniciilatam 


- 


Scatterdine. 


0. excentricum 


. 


tt 


0. filosum 


- 


Dormington. 


0. ibex - 


- 


>> 


Orthonota rotundata 


- 


9t 


0. semisulcata 


. 


91 


Patella inoniata 


a 


Scatterdine. 


Pentamerus galeatus 


- 


Woolhope. 


P. Knightii - 


• * 


»» 


P. Iffivis - 


• 


Builth. 


P. linguifera - 


- 


Woolhope. 


P. linatus 


. 


ft 


P. sulcatus 


. 


Aberedw. 


Periechocrinus moniliformis 


Dormington. 


Phacops caudatus • 


- 


i> 


P. longicaudatus 


- 


>» 


Pleurotoma corallii - 


. 


Aberedw. 


Pleurotomaria balteata 


. 


Woolhope. 


Pleurorhyncus sequicostatiiR - 


Dormington. 
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PmUm 






FtycacaatluM 

Birttygm ipfitiMtibnlimi ' 
KlmieMM^ bofcalit 
K» nri'triiwMitmni 

H, twrieol* 
Hi, nucoU 

RbrneonelU StrickUuidi 
H. Wilionf 
KiphoDotretft micaU 
Hpirifer oonroluttw 

H« interlfneftttis 
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Tentaoulitet ornatui 

T. aoalarii 

T«r«bratala breviroatris 

T. imbrioata 

T. interpUoata 

T. laounoM 

T. navioula 

T. nuoula 

Theoia Swindernana 

Trinuoleui Aiaphoidaa 

T. flmbriatui - 

T. nudui - 

Turbo oarinatas 
T. oorallii 
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Biulth. 
DormingtoD. 
Fownbope. 
Woolbope. 
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Fownbope. 
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Winslow Mill, Woolhope. 
Donningtoii. 
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Woolbope. 

Dormington. 

Fownbope. 
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Woolbope. 
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Treweme Hills, Aberedw. 
Clyro HillB, 
Treweme Hills. 
Dormington. 
Builtb. 
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Gwemyfad, Bniltb. 
Gilwem Hills, Llandrindod. 
Treweme Hills. 
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Although, as a rule, the tourist is not a professed angler 
who takes up his quarters at a particular place, intending 
serious business, there are a great many who are glad to 
get the ch'ance of a day's fishing, if they can do so without 
deranging their plans. A few notes are appended, for 
which the writer is indebted to the Anglers' Diary— 
although it must be remembered that the great difficulty 
on the Wye, as on the Usk and all good fishing rivers, is 
the universality and strictness of preserving, whether by 
riparian owners or associations. 

The close time for salmon is from November 2 to 
February 1 ; and with a gaff, from September 2 to March 
16 ; for trout, October 2 to February 1. Licenses for 
salmon below Llanwrthwl Bridge and all waters below 
Builth Bridge are ^1, in all other places 10s. ; and for 
trout Is. 

Hereford, — The Holm Lacy fishing is preserved by 
Mr. W. Stephens, Gwynne Street, Hereford, for 20m. 
Season-tickets for trout £1 10s., for salmon and trout £b ; 
day-tickets for trout Bs., salmon and trout 5s. ; weekly 
ticket for trout 7s., for salmon and trout 12s. Trout- 
fishing commences March 1, and ends September 30 ; 
salmon on February 2, ending November 2. No trout or 
grayling to be taken under 8 inches. The fisheries extend 
fxoTCL Bullingham Brook to Gary Brook on the B. side of 
the river. 

Monmouth. — Fishing can be had from the Beaufort 
Arms, both in Wye and Monnow. Li the latter river 
it is free for Bm., when it is preserved to Pontrilas — 
season-tickets j£5. Trothy, trout preserved. 

Pomdy, — ^The Upper Monnow for B^m., and the Lower 
Monnow for 3m., is preserved by the Upper Monnow 
Fishing Club of fifteen members. The Honddu is like- 
wise preserved for l^^m. by the landowners above the club 
water. 

Pontrilas, — Monnow preserved by the owner of Kent- 
church for 3m., when Lower Monnow Club takes it up to 
within 8m. of Monmouth. 

Three Cocks, — ^The Wye is preserved, but the landlord 
can often get leave for his guests. 

Hay, — Below Hay the fishing is private. 
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Aberednv. — The Wye preserved. The Edw has good 
trouting ; permission freely given. Trout in the Bachwy. 

Builth, — Fishing in Wye and Yrfon to be had from the 
Lion, 

Llangammarch, — ^Yrfon, preserved by the local associa- 
tion. 

Llanwrtyd Wells, — Fishing in the Yrfon for some miles 
from the Dolycoed Hotel. 

Bhayad/r, — ^A long stretch of trouting can be had {Bed 
Lion), and 5m. of sabnon-fishmg in Wye. 

The best flies for the Wye for trout are May-fly, Car- 
shalton cocktail, March brown, coch-y-bonddhu, and duns 
of various shades ; orle, orange palmer, spider, and rough 
red palmer. The Wye salmon flies are chiefly made with 
bittern hackle wing, with a greenish yellow hackle from 
head to tail, and a' pretty full body of orange floss silk, 
one golden pheasant topping over the bittern's wing : tail, 
sprigs of bright red parrot or ibis, mixed with a like 
amount of wood duck. The Welsh fly, made with brown 
turkey or bittern wing, is the best general fly that can be 
used. The Butcher, Priest, and Blue Doctor are now 
commonly used. 

The Wye cannot be said to be a boating river, accord- 
ing to the usual acceptation of the term, notwithstanding 
that there are many capital reaches in every way suitable 
for aquatics. With the exception of the rapids at New 
Weir, there is nothing to prevent a boat or a canoe 
descending from Hereford to the sea, although above 
Boss the Wye is sometimes so low as to be impassable. 
The tourist will occasionally meet with the coracle, the 
indigenous boat of many of the Welsh rivers — a sort of 
broad oval-shaped csmoe, covered with sail-cloth. To 
those who are to the manner bom, the coracle is most 
convenient for fishing purposes, but the neophyte must 
make up his mmd to more than one ducking before he 
finds his balance. 



INDEX. 



Abbey-Cwm-Hir, 96 

Abbeydore, 76 

Abbeys, 4, 21, 87, 71, 77, 96, 

108 
Aberddaudwr, 98 
Aberedw Castle, 88 
Abermarteg, 101 
Acombury Camp, 56 
Angling Notes, 107 
Archaeology, 4 
Ariconium, 51 
Arthur's Stone, 88 
Austcliflf, 12 

Bagkbubt Camp, 59 
Backney Bridge, 54 
Ballingham Hill, 55 
Ban-y-gor Bocks, 28 
Beachley, 12 

Belmont Prp-Cathedral, 72 
Bigsweir, 25 
Bishopstone, 80 
Bishopswood, 42 
Black Mountains, 84, 86 
Blaen Gwy, 101 
Boughrood, 87 
Brampton Abbotts, 54 
Bredwardine, 88 
Bridge SoUers, 80 
Bridstow, 58 
Brinsop, 79 
Brobury Scar, 81 



Brockhampton, 55 
Brockweir, 24 
Bronllys Castle, 86 
Buckstone, 80 
Builth, 89 

Castle, 90 

WeUs, 89 

Waters, 89 

Eoad, 91 

BuUingham, 57 
Bulwarks, 28 
Bury HiU, 51 
Bwlch-y-groes, 92 
Byford, 80 

Caerwent, 14 

Caldicot Castle, 15 

Camdwr Bleddiad) 98 

Canon Pyon, 79 

Capel-y-ffin, 78 

Capel Alt Mawr, 88 

Caplar Camp, 57 

Caractacus' Camp. 89, 56 

Caradoc, 54 

Castles, 4, 7, 15, 25, 81, 35- 
37, 48, 52, 70, 78, 75, 77, 
80, 82, 84, 86, 88, 90, 95 

Cefn Craig.y.foel, 100 

Cefn Llys Castle, 95 

Chepstow, 7 

Bridge, 8 

Castle, 8 



110 



THE WYE AND ITS NEIGHBOUBHOOD. 



Chepstow Church, 10 

Portwall, 11 

Chwefifru, 91 

Cihueri, 91 

Claerwen Valley, 98, 100 

Cleddau Shoots, 24 

Clehonger, 82 

Clifford Castle, 82 

Clyro, 85 

Clywedog River, 97 

CobhaU, 78 

Cockshott, 58 

Coldwell Bocks and Walks, 

41 
Courtfield, 42 
Craig-y-dorth, 24 
Craig-y-pwl-ddu, 88 
Craswall, 77 
Credenhill, 79 
Cusop, 84 
Cwmbach, 94 
Cwmcarvan, 31 
Cwmddaudwr, 99 
Cwm Elan, 99 
Cwmyoy, 77 
Cwm Ystwith Mines, 100 

Ddeew, 100 
Devil's Chapel, 39 

Pulpit, 28 

Dihonw Flood, 89 
Dinedor HiU, 56 
Dingestow, 31 
Dixton, 39 
Doldowlod, 98 
Dormington Quarries, 59, 

103, 106 
Dorstone, 76 
Double View, 19, 28, 39 
Drybrook, 48 
Drygam, 98 

Eabdisley, 8l 
Edw Valley, 88 



Elan VaUey, 100 
English Bicknor, 42 
Erwood, 88 
Escley Valley, 77 
Ewias Harold, 75 

Fatheb Ignatius, 78 
Fawley, 54 
Flanesford Priory, 45 
Forest of Dean, 26 
Fownhope, 67 
Foy, 54 

Gabnons, 80 

Garnstone, 80 

Garth, 88, 92 

Garway, 38 

Geology, 8, 12, 18, 89, 57, 

75, 89, 91, 95, 100, 103 
GiUow, 54 
Glanwye, 89 
Glasbury, 85 
Golden Valley, 75 
Goodrich Castle, 43 

Court, 44 

Graig HiU, 37 
Great Doward, 40 
Grosmont Castle, 37 

Church, 37 

Gwastaden, 98 
Gwemyfed, 85 

Hadnock Wood, 39 
Hampton Bishop, 59 
Hardwick, 83 
Harewood, 54 
Hay, 84 

Castle, 84 

Hentland, 54 
Hereford, 60 

Belmont Pro • Cathe> 

dral, 72 

Blackfriars, 71 

Black Marston, 72 



1 



INDEX. 



Ill 



Hereford, Butcher Bow, 71 

Castle Green, 70 

Cathedral, 61 

Conmgsby Hospital, 71 

Churches, 70 

Hospitals, 70 

Mappa Mundi, 65 

Shire HaU, 70 

White Cross, 71 

Heston Brake, 17 
HiU Court, 46 
Hoarwithy, 53 
Holm Lacy, 55 
How Caple, 55 
Huntington, 79 
Huntsham, 41 

Industbies, 4 
Itton, 17 

John Etble, 49 
John of Kent, 88 ' 

Kenchesteb, 79 
Eenderchurch, 74 
Eentchurch, 38 
Kerne Bridge, 43 
KiUdngton, 81 
Kilpeck Castle, 78 
Kilpeck Church, 78 
King Arthur's Cave, 89 
Kinnersley, 80 
Kymin, 29 

Ladylift, 80 

Lady Park Wood, 89 

Latchet Vallets, 79 

Lay, The, 80 

Lea Bailey, 51 

Letton, 81 

Linton, 52 

Little Dewchurch, 56 

Little Doward, 89 

Llanafan Yawr, 97 



Llananno, 97 
Llanarth Court, 85 
Llanbadarn Yawr, 96, 108 
Llancaut, 23 

Llanddewi Abergwessin, 93 
Llandegley, 95 
Llandogo, 24 
Llandrmdod, 94 

Wells, 95 

Llanfihangel Abergwessin, 
93 

Crucorney, 77 

Llangammarch, 92 
Llanganten, 91 
Llangoed Castle, 87 
Llangorse Lake, 86 
Llangurig, 101 
Llanidloes, 101 
Llanstephan, 87 
Llantillio Crosseny, 35 
Llanthony Abbey, 77 
Llanwrtyd Wells, 92 
Llanwrthwl, 98 
Llanynis, 92 
Llewelyn, 88, 92 
Llowes, 85 
Llyfi&ii VaUey, 85 
Llynderw, 93 
Llysdinam, 97 
Llyswen, 87 
Longtown, 77 
Look-out, 18 
Lydbrook, 42 
Lydney, 6 

Madlet, 82 
Maeslough, 85 
Magna Castra, 79 
Mansell Lacy, 79 
Marcle, 58 
Marteg Biver, 101 
Matheme Church, 18 

Palace, 18 

May Hill Station, 39 



112 



THE WTE AND ITS NEIGHBOUBHOOD. 



Meerbach Hill, 88 
Michael Church Escley, 77 
Mitchel Troy, 31 
Moccas Court, 88 
Modesgat, 28 
Monmoutii, 28 

Caps, 29, 77 

Church, 29 

Henry V., 28 

Monnington, 81 
Monnow Valley, 86 
Moorhampton, 80 
Mordiford, 59 
Mounton, 17 
Moyne's Court, 14 
Much Dewsall, 73 
Mynydd Epynt, 92 

Nannerth Bocks, 101 
Nantgwylt, 100 
New Passage, 16 

Weir, 40 

Newbridge, 98 
Newchurch, 18 
Newland, 27 

Offa's Dyke, 12, 23, 80 

Palaeontology, 103 
Pandy, 76 
Pantydwr, 101 
Penallt, 27 
Pendinas, 98 
Penrhiw-wen, 100 
Penyard Hill, 61 
Peterchurch, 76 
Peterstow, 58 
Piercefield, 19 
Plynlimmon, 101 
Pontrilas, 74 
Porthaml, 86 
Porthskewit, 16 
Pwlmeyric, 17 



Eaolan Castle, 82 

Gwent Tower, 88 

Railways, 5 

Eedbrook, 27 

Bhayadr, 98 

Rheidol River, 102 

River Itinerary, 45 

Robm Hood's Butts, 79 

Rockfield, 86 

Roman Remains, 12, 14, 28, 

80, 89, 61, 66, 79, 86, 89 
Boss, 47 

Church, 48 

Ehns, 49 

Man of, 49 

Market Hall, 48 

Prospect, The, 50 

St. BaiAVEL's Castle, 25 

Church, 26 

St. Devereux, 78 

St. Harmon, 101 

St. Eynemark, 19 

St. Pierre, 14 

St. Tecla's Chapel, 12 

Sam Helen, 92 

Samesfield, 80 

Scatterdine Quarries, 59 

Sedbury Park, 12 

Sellack, 54 

Severn Bridge, 6 

Tunnel, 6 

Shirenewton, 17 
Skenfrith Castle, 36 
Slaughter, 89 
Sollershope, 67 
Staunton, 80 

on Wye, 81 

Steddfagurig, 101 
Stow BaU Hill, 17 
Stretton Sugwas, 79 
Sudbrooke, 17 
Sufton Court, 59 
Symonds Yat, 89 



INDEX. 



IIB 



Talgarth, 86 
Tarenig Biver, 101 
The Wonder, 58 
Three Cocks, 87 
Thruxton, 73 
Tibberton, 83 
Tidenham Font, 18 
Tintem Abbey, 20 

Parva, 22 

Tram Inn, 73 
Troy House, 31 
Tutshffl, 19 
Twelve Apostles, 19 
Tylwch, 101 

Upton Bishop, 52 

Vale of Ewias, 77 
Venta Silurom, 14 



Walford Court, 45 
WeUfield, 91 
Welsh Bicknor, 42 
Weobley, 80 
Weston Penyard, 51 
White Castle, 35 
Whitchurch, 41 
Whitney, 81 
Wilton Castle, 58 
Wintour's Leap, 23 
Wonastow, 31 
Wbolhope Valley, 57 
Wormbrook, 74 
Wyesham, 27 
Wyndcliflf, 20 

Yazor, 80 
Yrfon Valley, 91 
Ython VaUey, 95 



THE END. 



PRIMTKO BT 
EDWARD STANKORD, 26 AND 27 COCK8PUR STREET, CHARING CROSS, 

LONDON, S.W. 



THE ORDNANCE SURVEY 

OF THB 

DISTRICT OF THE WYE. 

The Sheets of all the Surveys are sold separately, 

MONiyiOUTHSHIRE.-General Map (Original Sur- 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. — General Map (Original 
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post free on application. 
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The Parish Maps, on the aoale of 25 inches to 1 mile, are 
completed, each parish in several sheets. Index Map of each 
parish separately, showing divisions, post free for 8 stamps. 

Town Plans, on the scale of lOJ feet to 1 mile. Bristol, 
in 182 sheets, Index, Is. Id. ; Cheltenham, in 128 sheets, 
Index, 7d. ; Cirencester, in 12 sheets ; Gloucester, in 61 sheets, 
Index, 7d. ; Stroud, in 14 sheets ; Tewkesbury, in 9 sheets. 
Each sheet, 2s. 6d. Index Maps of Cirencester, Stroud, Tewkes- 
bury, 8d. each. 

HEREFORDSHIRE.— General Map (Original Sur- 
vey), on the scale of 1 inch to 1 mile, size 45 inches by 39 ; 
price, sheets plain, 9s. ; sheets coloured, 148. ; coloured and 
mounted in case, £1 28. 6d. ; coloured and mounted on rollers 
and varnished, £1 58. ; coloured and mounted on spring roller, 
£3 8s. Index Map, showing divisions of sheets, post free on 
application. 

The County Map, on the scale of 6 inches to 1 mile, is 
complete in 185 quarter-sheets, at Is. each. Index Map, show* 
ing divisions, post free for 3 stamps. 

The Parish Maps, on the scale of 25 inches to 1 mile, are 
also complete. Index Map of each group of 16 sheets, post free 
for 3 stamps. 

Town Plans, on the scale of 10^ feet to 1 mile. Hereford, 
in 57 sheets. Index, 7d. ; Leominster, 12 sheets. Index, 3d. 
Price of each sheet, 2s. 6d. 
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SOUTH E ASTERN RAILWAY, 

ROYAL MAIL AND SEA ROUTES. 



TEN CONTINENTAL SERVICES DAILY, 

viA 
DOVER &> OALA.IS, 

FOLKESTONE & BOULOGNE, DOVER & OSTEND. 



Charing Cross and 


12 CI. 


*1 2 CI. 


12 a. 


+ ia. 


Camion St. ...dep. 


9.20 a.ui. 


10. a.m. 


11.0 a.m. 


3. p.m. 


Paris arr. 


5.37 p.m. 


5.47 p.m. 


7.0 p.m. 


1U,47 p.m. 



London and Paris in 7h hours. 

Via FOIiKESTONE and BOXJIiOaNE, 
From Charing; Gross and Paris respectively at 10 a.m. 

Royal Mail and Express Trains Daily, 

Via DOVER and CAI^AIS. 

A B 

12 CI. 

8.15 p.m. 

5.50 a.m. 
• Via Folkestone and Boulogne, 
t Club Train Service 2.25 from Cannon Street. 
j3 3rd Class T/ondon. Paris, and Brussels. 
A Special Saloon Cars (American type). 

SFECIAIi CLUB TBAIN, Daily Service. 

ALSO, 

€a]mes, Nice, and the Biviera, 

BY 

NICE & MEDITEBBANEAN EXPRESS. 

Special Saloon Cars and Steamers, and the Carriage 
from Calais running through to destination without 
•entering Paris. 

1st and 2nd Class to BRUSSELS, COLOGNE, &c. 

8rd Class Tickets issued by 

Night Mail Trains to PARIS and BRUSSELS. 



ThroQc^b Tickets and Baggage Registered. 

Full Particulars in Continental Time Books to be had on 
application at Enquiry Offices, Charing Cross and Gannon 
Street Stations. 

UTLES FENTON, 
London Bbidgb Statiost, January 1892. General Manager, 
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London, Brighton, & South Coast Eailway. 



THE SOUTH COAST OF ENGLAND AND 
THE ISLE OF WIGHT. 

LONDON STATIONS :— ' * 

VICTORIA (West Eod), LONDON BRIDaE (City), 
KENSINGTON (Addison Road). 

Fast Trains to and from the andermemtioned places : — 



BRIGHTON 

WORTHING 

LITTLEHAMPTON 

ARUNDEL 

BOGNOR 

SOUTHSEA 

PORTSMOUTH 



HASTINGS 

ST. LEONARDS 

BEXHILL 

EASTBOURNE 

SEAFORD 

NEWHAYEN {^^^t) 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 



AND THE ISLE OP WIGHT. 



DURING THE SEASIDE SEASON: 

Cheap Excurnions, London to Brighton, Eastbourne, Hast- 
ings, Portsmouth, Southsea, and Bound the Isle of Wight. 

Cheap Saturday and Sunday to Monday Return Tickets to 
Brighton, Hastings, St. Leonards, Bexbi]], Eastbourne, Tun- 
bridge Wells, Seaford, Worthing, Littlehampton, Bognor, Mid- 
hurst, Hayling, Portsmouth, Southsea, and the Isle of Wight 

CRYSTAL PALACE.— The shortest, cheapest, and best 
route is by the Brighton Railway from London Bridge or 
Victoria. 

PARIS AND THE CONTINENT 

(vi9» Newhaven, Dieppe and Bouen). 

Express Service every Evening from London to Paris and 
from Paris to London all the year round. 

Extra Day Express Service every Morning from London to 
Paris and from Paris to London in the Summer and Autumn. 

Special Ciieap Excursions for the Easter, Whitsuntide, and 
August Bank Holidays. 

A. SARLE, Secretary and General Manager, 

Lovix)N Bridge Terminus. 

a 2 
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MIDLAND v^^. RAILWAY. 




Direct and most Inter- Sf^3BfflS Mting Sonte between 

ENGLAND & ^ S M SCOTLAND. 
EXPRESS TRAIN SERVICES BETWEEN PRINCIPAL ENGLISH TOWNS 

AND 

GLASGOW, GREENOCK, ft WESTERN ISLANDS ft HIGHLANDS. 

Tbbough the Land of Bobert Bubks. 

EDINBURGH ^ MELROSE ABBEY AND THE WAVERLEY DISTRICT. 
PERTH, DUNDEE, ABERDEEN, &c., OVER THE FORTH BRIDGE. 

THE FIGTTTBESQTTE BOTTTE BETWEEN 

LIVERPOOL (CENTRAL) AND LONDON, 

The Midland Counties, West of England, &c.. 
Through the Peak of Derbyshire and Vale of Matlock. 



The Midland Bailway System, by means of EXPBESS TBAIK 
SEBVICES through the centre of England, connects London 
and the South, Bristol and the West of England, with the 
Midland Counties, Manchester, Liverpoolt Leeds, Bradford, and 
other important towns in the North, and Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
and Scotland generally. 

Through Carriaires. The Midland Trains are formed of Carriages of the 
moBt imOToved deBcrfptlon, providing Lavatory and other conveniences for 
both the First and Third Class Passenger, fitted with an efficient continuous 
automatic bralce, and all the most improved modem appliances. Through 
Carriages between long distant points. 

Comfortable Saloon or Family Carriages provided on previous 
application on any Train for Seven or more First Class Passengers, or 
on payment of Four First Class and Four Third Class Fare?, but each Passen- 
ger must pay the fare for the class of carriage used. 

Luncheon Saloon Cars between London (St. Pancras) and Man- 
chester, Sheffield, Leeds, Bradford, and other points in each direction. 

Dining Saloon Cars between London (St. Pancras) and Sheffield, Leeds, 
Bradford, and Manchester by Afternoon Express Trains. 

Drawing Boom Saloon Cars by the Day Express Trains between 
London (St. Pancras) and Manchester, Liverpool, and Glasgow, available to 
holders of First Class Tickets without extra Cbarge. 

Sleeping Saloon Cars by Night Express trains between London (St. 
Pancras) and Manchester, Edinburgh, and Glasgow (and Perth during the 
Summer months). Ciiarge per berth, in addition to the First Class fare, fix. 

Tourist Tickets. Diirlng the summer Tourist Tickets are issued from 
all principal stations on the Midland system to all places of Tourist resort in 
Scotland ; to Matlock and Buxton ; to Scarborough, Morecambe, Blackpool, 
Isle of Man, the English Lake District ; to Malvern, Torquay, Bournemouth, 
Brighton, and all principal places of Tourist resort on the Yorkshire and 
l^ncashire coast. South VN'ales, Devonshire, and the West and South of 
England, &c 

Time Tables and Tourist Programmes, containing full particular?, 
can be obtained at any of the Stations on the Mi(Uand Railway on application* 
during the season. 

Derbt, 1892. JOHN NOBLK, General Manager. 
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EASTERN AND MIDLANDS RAILWAY 

THE NEW AND PIOTUBESQUB EOUTE TO CEOMEB. 
Bracing Air. Splendid Inland Scenery. Norfolk Broads. 

LONDON (King's Cross Stn.) to CROMER (Beach Stn.) 

and SHERRINGHAM. 

Friday or Saturday to Monday or Tuesday at the Seaside. 
Cheap Week-end Tickets are issued from Loudon to Cromer (iJeech), 
Sherringham, and Yarmouth (Beach) every Friday and Saturday, availablb 
TO RBTUBN ON THE DAT OF isSDE, and oQ any day up to and including the 
following Tuesday, at the undermentioned Deires :— 

I King's Cross \ First Class. Third Class. 
LOKDON .. J FinsburyPark I OA/ iA/ 

I Moorgate Street ) <oU/- lU/- 

Week-end Tickets are also issued from principal stations on the Great 
Northern and Midland Companies systems to Cromer (Beach), Sherringham, 
and Yarmouth (Beach) by any train, available from Friday or Saturday to 
Monday or Tuesday. 

Fortnightly Return Tickets are issued all the year round at the following 
reduced fares from Victoria (L.C. & D.), Moorgate Street, King's Cross, and 
Finsbury Park Stations (G.N.R.) to Cromer (Beach), Sherringham, Yarmouth 
(Beach), and N. Walsham (Town), available for return journey by any train 
within fifteen days, including day of issue and return :— 

let Class, 27s. 6d. 3rd Class, 15s. 

(Tromer (Beach Station), with commodious Refreshment and Dining Rooms, 
is within three minutes' walk of the Cliffi and Beach and principal Hotels and 
Boarding Houses. BY ORDER. 

TrafiOc Manager's OfiBce, King's Lynn, April, 1892. 

Lakes op Killarney. 

The Prince of Wales' Route to Bantry Bay, 

Glengariff, 

and 

Killarney, 
via Cork, Bandon, and South Coast Railway. 

nnHROUGH BANTRY and for miles along the Shores of the Atlantic— then 
■■- over the Mountains to KILL AKN EY. 

From April to Octobeb well-appointed Coaches and Cars will run through 
the Season daily (Sundays excepte«l) between BANl'RY, GLENGAUIFK, 
KKNMARE, and KILLARNEY, to meet trains to and from CORK (stopping 
at Vickery's Hotel, Bantry, for Refreshments). 

SALOON CARRIAGES twice daily, at 9.20 a.ra. and 3 p.m., ftom Albert 
Quay Station (Cork) through to Bantry. 

Through Fares (including Drivers' Fees) :— 

It^t Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Gass. 

CORK to KILLARNKY 22/- 21/- 16/- 

CORK to GLENGAIUFF 12/- 11/- V« 

Do. and Return 18/- 16/6 12/- 

From the Cork Press, of 1858:— "His Royal Highness and suite having 
recently selected the above route, indisputably stamps it as the jnost desiroMe 
and picturesque route for Touribts." 
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CAMBRIAN RAILWAYS. 

BATHINa, BOATIKO, FI8HIK0 (Sea, Bi^er, and Lake), 
COACHINe, MOUNTAINEEBINO. 

TOTJBIST TIOKETS, available for Two Calendar Months, renew- 
able up to 3l8t December, are issued from Ist May to 3lfit October, at all the 
principal Stations in England and Scotland, and in Irelnnd, to Aberystwyth, 
Aberdovey, Towyn, Dolgelley, Bannoutb, Criccietb, Borth, Harlech, Portmadoc, 
Pwllheli, Rhayader, Llandrindod (vift BuilthRoad), Builth Wells, and Brecon. 

Cheap Saturday to Monday or Tuesday Tickets are also 
issued to Cambrian Watering Places from Birmingham, Wulverhampton, 
Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool, Birkenhead, Leicester, Nottingham, Sheffield, 
and other large towns, from 4th June to 29th October. Also'Fortnig'lltly 
Tickets from Cardiff, Newport, &c. 

The VAIiLBY OF THE WYE, through which the Line to Brecon 
runs, also possesses great attractions for Tourists and Anglers. Arrangements 
are made dnring the Summer Months for t^e conveyance of Visitors by Coach 
from Rhayader to Nant Gwyllt (Birmingham Waterworks), Cwm Elan, &c. 

Attention Is drawn to the Pamphlet issued by the Company ** Where to 
Stay I " giving full Information of Inland Hotels, Inns, Farm House and 
CSoontry Lodgings where accommodation can be obtained by the public visiting 
the many places of interest served by the Cambrian Line. Apply to the 
Company's Offices, Oswestry, or Stations, for copies issued gratis. 

A Special Service of Express Trains is run daily dnring the 
seasbn in connection with Fast 'i'ralns on the London and North Western and 
other Railways, with Through Carriages from and .to London, Liverpool, 
Manchester. Birmingham, Stafford, Shrewsbury, Hereford, Merthyr, Cardiff, 
Newport (Mon.), &c. Through Carriages run daily throughout the year 
"between Ijmdon (Euiton) and Aheryslvjyth. 

** Picturesque Wales " (Illustrated). The Official Guide Book to the 
Cambrian Railways, edited by Mr. Godfrey Turner, price 6d., can be obtained 
at the Bookstalls, and at the Company'8 Offices or Stations, also of Messrs. 
W. J. Adams & Sons, 59, Fleet Street, Loudon, E.C. 

Time Tables, Tourist Programmes, Guide Books, and fall particulars of 

Trains, Fares, &c., may be obtained at any of the Company's Stations or Booking 

Offices, and at 34, James Street, Liverpool, or on application to the undersigned. 

Also at the undermentioned Offices of Messrs. Henry Gaze &; Sons, Excursion 

Tourist Agents— London, 142, Strand; Birmikoh am. Stephenson Place, New 

Street Station ; Manchesteu, L. & N. W. Booking Office, London Road ; 

Lr7KBPOOL, L. & N. W. Dlst. Supt.'s Office. Lime Street ; Dublin, 16, Suffolk 

Street ; Glasgow, Central Station. . i r-n et rv a o ■ ■ — t-t- 

ALFRED ASLETT, 

Company's Offices, Oswestry. Secretary and General Manager. 

• 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON. SHAKESPEARE'S COUNTRY. 

The BATTLEFIELD of EDGE HILL. 
SUL GRAVE 

(Ftd Morton Pinkney Station), the ancestral home of General Washinotoxt. 
His Arms, the Stars and Stripes, are depicted on Monumental 
Brasses in the Church. 
The shortest and Quickest Route between LONDON and STRATFORD- 
ON-AVON and the above places, is vid 

The London and North Western, and 
East and West Junction and Stratford-on-Avon, Towcester and 

Midland Junction Railways. 

Convenient Local Ti-ains throughout the Line, 
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HOLIDAYS AT SEA. 



The ORIENT LINE MAIL STEAMERS 

leave LONDON every alternate Friday, and PLYMOUTH 
the foUowlng day, calling at GIBRALTAR, NAPLES, PORT 
SAID, SUEZ and COLOMBO, en route for AUSTRALIA. 

Cheap Single and Return TiOKETs. 

steamers among the largest and fastest afloat. High Class Cuisine, Electric 
Lighting, Hot and Cold Baths, good Ventilation, and every comfort. 

Managers : — Head Offices : 

F. GREEN & Co., \Fenchx7Bch Ayentte, 

ANDERSON, ANDERSON & Co., f London, E.G. 

For Freight or Passage apply to the latter Firm, at 6, Fenchurch Avenue, B.C. ; 
or to Branch Office, 16, Cocktpur Street, S. W. 

YACHTING CRUISES. 

The Orient Company dectpatch some of their Steamers on Yachting Cruises of 
from three to six weeks, visiting the flnest Fiords in NORWAY* during the- 
Summer, and the most interesting places in the KCEDITERRAJNEAM ^ 
LEVANT, and BLACK SEA in the Spring and Autumn. 

For particulars apply as ainve, 

SOUTH C OAST QF ENGLAND. 

BOURNEMOU TH AND WEYMOUTH. 

Through the Excursion Season Dally Steam-packet Service is run fromi 
Bournemouth to Swanage, also to other places of interest between Brighton od 
tlie east and Torquay on the west. 

I 

Steamers— * Monarch,' 'Victoria,* and 'Empress.' 

AH particulars of S. J. FOWLER, General Manager, Weymouth, or 
D. SYDENHAM, Local Manager, Bournemouth. 

CITY OF CORK STEAM PACKET COMPANY, 

LIMITED. 

Tourists for the South of Irelaud, Lakes of Killarney, • 
Gleugariff, Ac, should travel by the Steamers running between 
Cork and Liyerpool, Milford, Bristol, Plymouth, Southampton, 
London, Cardiff, and Newport. Sailing Books on application 
to the Company, Penrose Quay, Cork. 

W. DE FOUBERT, Secretary. 
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THE CASTLE HOTEL 

The Oldest Established and most Central. 

POB PAMILIES, GOMHEBGIAL & PBIVATE eSNTLEMEN. 

p NIGHT PORTER. 

JOHN BUBIE, Proprietor. 

Also Imperial Hotel. Weston-super-Mare. 

BELFAST. 



THE IMPERIAL HOTEL. 

FIRST CLASS. BEST SITUATION. 

Omnibuses meet all Trains and Steamers. 

Two Night Portbbs. 

W. J. JURY, Pwprietor. 

THE OLDEST. LARGEST, & PRINCIPAL HOTEL IN THE TOWN. 

NEW INN FAMILY HOTEL, 

BIDEFORD. 

Family, Commercial, and General Posting House. 

HENRY ASOOTT, Proprietor. 

Eleven miles from Glovelly, pleasantly situated in the most central part of 
the tow^n, and oommaDding very extensive views. 

Booking' Office for Coaches to Clovelly, Bude, &c. 

T.A.IsrT03Sr='S HEOTEHi, 
BIDEFORD, N. DEVON. 

FIRST CLA.SS FAMILY HOTEL, 

Facing the river and old bridge. Has recently been extensively enlarged, 
and combines comforts of a private house with conveniences of first claa« 
hotel. Lofty, well venillated Coffee, Commercial, Billiard, and Smoke Rooms, 
over 80 good Bedrooms, Private Suites of Apartments, hot and cold Baths. 
Kitchen top of house, and other modem improvements. 

Booking Office for the Clovelly and Westward Ho ! Coaches. Posting and 
Livery Stables. Omnibuses and Porters meet all trains. 

W. GIDDIE, Proprietor. 



AD VERTISEMENTS. 



CENTRAL FOR THE WHOLE OF NORTH DEVON. 

Including WESTWABD HO! CLOVELLY, HABTLAND, 
BTTDE, ILFBAGOBME, and LYNTON. 

FOUR-IN-HAND COACHES IN THE SEASON TO ABOVE PLACES. 



Adjoining 
Railway 
Station, 



ROYAL HOTEL 



Overlooking 

the River 

TORRIPGE 

and • 

OLD BRIDGE. 



THE MOST MODERN HOTEL IN THE WEST OF ENGLAND. 



Every Luxury 

and 

Comfort. 



CONTINENTAL 

COURTYARD. 



Ventilation and 
Sanitary 

Arrangements 
Perfect. 



Superbly Furnished and lofty Rooms, Hot and Ctold Batha, Elegant Billiard 

Saloon (two Tables). 

COMPLETELY SHELTERED FROM E. & N.E. WINDS. 
Delightful summer and winter resort, one of the mildest and healthiest in 

the Kingdom. 

SPECIALLY REDUCED WINTER TARIFF. 



First-class Horses 

and Carriages of 

every description 

always ready. 



Save OMNIBUS 
and FOBTEBAGE. 



Finest Stabling 
and Lock-up 
Coachhouse 

in Devonshire. 



French and German spoken. Moderate tariff and boarding temu. 
_For situation the Royal is probably unequalled in the 
North of Devon, and from its size and the admirable 
"way in which it is fitted out must be reerarded as one 
of the best Hotels in the West of Engrland. It stands amid 
the interesting spots and charming scenery made notorious by 'Westward 
Ho ! ' and is within easy distance of the many romantic nooks with whicb 
the North Devon coast abounds. A portion of the house was built in the 
year 1688 by an old merchant prince, and contains a mt^^ificent oak stair- 
case and drawing-room, which are objects of admiration and interest. The 
ceiling of the latter has the reputation of being one of the grandest in the 
country. The work comprides festoons of flowers, fruit, and ^foliage in high 
relief, and was the workmanship of Italian artists specially commissioned two 
hundred years ago. In this room also Charles Klngsley wrote a portion of 
* Westward Ho 1' and on one of the panels hangs a portrait (said to be from the 
brush of Vandyke) of John Strange, the great grandfather of Rose Salterns 
(the fickle **Rose of the Torridge "), immorUlised by JQngsley in ' Westward 
Uo r^Vide Public Presg. 

BiDBFOsD.-^hlefly remarkable for having a first-rate Hotel.— PuncA, Oct. 
fith, 1889. 



Sta,iifbi*<l's I>evoii. Guides, 



Tourist's Ghiide to North Devon and the Exmoor District. 
By R. N. WoETH, F.G.S., *c.. Author of the " History of Plymouth." With 
Map of the Northern portion of the County. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, price 2«. 

Tourist's Ghiide to South Devon : Rail, River, Coast, and Moor. 
By the same Author. With Map of the Southern portion of the County and 
Flan of Exeter CathedraL Fcap. Svo, cloth, price 2i, 



LONDON : EDWARD STANFORD, 26 & 27, COCKSPUR STREET S.W. 
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JENKINS & SONS, 

BUILDER, DEC0«^?F0«JS, 
Sanitary Engineers, & General Contractors, 

OFFICES— WOLVERTON WORKS, 
HOLDENHUBST BOAD, BOXniNEMOUTH. 

ESTIMATES SUPPLIED. 

Bray, County Wicklow, Ireland. 

THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL. 

Visitors will find this First-class Hotel replete with every 
comfort, and the cuisine and Wines of the best quality. 

Close to the Railway Station, Sea Beach, and Esplanade, 

Tariff Moderate, may be had on application to the Manager. 

C. DUFRESNE, Proprietor. 

The Grown and Royal Hotel, 

. BRIDGNORTH. 

This old-established First-class Hotel, havlnj; been recently enlarged nnd 
re-fumished, offers every advantage to Families and the Public generally. 
Private Sitting Kooms. Bath Boom. Sanitary arrangements perfect. Billiards, 
Posting House, &c., kc. 

ALSO, IN CONMECTION WITH THE HOTEL, 

the: ag3e^ioxjltxjk.al H^Lri, 

For Public Dinners, Entertainments, and large Parties. 

C. ENSOB, Proprietor. 

CAMBRIDGE. 

THE "BULL" HOTEL. 

Patronised by the Royal Family, Nobility and Gentry— nearest to the 
Principal Colleges— contains large Public Dining Boom« Drawing Boom, Smoke 
Boom, ^vate Sitting Booms, and all the comforts of a Home. 

Under personal management of the Pbopriktbkss. 

GOOD CUISINE AND ATTENDANCE. 

HORSES AND CARRIAGES OF EYERT DESCRIPTION. 



Ar>VKRTISEMEHTS. H 

CABINET MAKERS 

AND 

UPHOLSTERERS. 



W. &F. Brown & Co., 

HOUSE AGENTS, 

Eastqate Row, CHESTER. 
LIST OF HOOSES & PBOPERTIES FREE BY POST. 

FURNITURE REMOVED 



THE ENGUBH LUCE DIBTBICT. 



CONISHEAD PRIORY, 

XJHiVEItSTOIV. 



FOKBES, UORATSHIBE, N.B. 

CLUNY HILL HYDROPATHIC. 

On Highland Baiiway 21 miles south of Inyerness. 

Eaiily acceaiible from all parts. 

Sitnalat an oia af ttae bmutlftil «nlnences kDonn u the CLnn; mUt. 

■vaUa. Air drj end brBckg. Finest river su-aery In Scotland. DetlRtatAil 
lifalth ud pleunre nwirL Tennis, Buvle, Ac. Oolf amra, nur. Every 
home comfon. Good Salmon ud Tiwt Flailing In river t'indhum. wblcb la 
ivilhln euy rMgb. 

T«nu from 3S(. per week in Winter, and from 381. «d. In Summer. 
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)(ICHLANDS OF SCOTLA)<D. 



PHILP'S HYDROPATHIC, 

Bunblane, Perthshire. 

ACCOMMODATION FOB OVER 200 VI3IT0B8. 



..IthlMUnd loyellert' 



Si™, 






perfect. HuldBwne I>lnln> Bnd D 
iUDj! Room, brgt BLlllud Koom wl 



^ Koom, Lullf >' WdUbg Room, Ure« BtllLud 



n, flecnUloa Kwm 10 fKt bjr <> feel, witb 



rv KurwT)'. Prtwn glUlnc Uoo 
TbeB 



■Dd IfiO Bed Bt^MDBi WEIb A FlLlKDgflr ElffVatOT 

have been r«onicracled, ud utw compriH smalj owdvucub ■!>«■, uiw-x 
•Bd Turklth, lluiEa, DoiuIlM, Spn; , &«dle, Slu. Viisar. Uedlcatad. and 
FlnsBatbs. MiHageTiealmenirCii Lullei ind OenllCDKn under eiptrilDcal 

The QrouadL eilf ndtng over W aum. have tweo laid oat wlUi gru( tanc, 

Splendid Hal Aah ind Graas Teanis Concla. A Bowling Creen !■ now iKlnit 
l»l(loi.t. AGnlfCourMof nine liolMhai beer Kqoired bjMr. Pullp; 1[ I9 

Tlie Troasacbi, Locb Katrine, Locb Lomond. LMb 'la;, Cocli Ane, Lodi 

lli'BideDt Fhyilclui. No iDtoilunta alloved. About an bonr bj lall (loni 
fiLUHo* uid Edlnburgti, 

PHILP'S CLEHBOSN HYDROPATHIC, ROTHESAT, 

Hoir bel]i£ rebuilt and fitted wLLh all tbe latest ImproTemeata. 
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E XETER . 

NEW LONDON HOTEL 

FOR FAMILIES AND GENTLEMEN. 

This First-class Hotel has long stood pre-eminent, and 
is patronised by the leading County families. Adjoining 
Northemhay Park, and within. three minutes* walk of 
the Cathedral. 

LARGE COVERED CONTINENTAL COURTYARD. 

TABLE D'HOTE. NIGHT PORTER. 

posting (Sstablts^cnt. 
Also Proprietor of the Globe Hotel, Newton Abbot. 

Telegrams to "POPLE, EXETER." 

EDINBURGH 

CLARENDON HOTEL. 

The finest position in Princes Street, overlooking^ 

the Castle and Gardens. 

This Hotel is replete \vith eyery comfort, and comprises elegant suites of 
apartments, richly appointed Ladies* Drawing and Music Rooms, Pablic Coffee, 
Reading, and Smoking Rooms. Table d'U6te at separate tables. The most 
economical first-class Hotel in Scotland. Boarding terms, £3 Zs. a week. The 
Hotel is under the personal management of an English Proprietor, who wilt 
forward particulars and tariff on application. A new Billiard Room. Bed- 
rooms from 2». 6d. GEO. ELLIS, Phopbietob. 

ROXBURGHE HOTEL, 

CHARLOHE SQUARE, E0INBUR6H. 

FIRST-CLASS FAMILY HOTEL. 

In connection with the above ia Christie's Private Hotel. 
Apartments «n tvite, and Board on moderate terms. 

J. OHBISTIX:, Proprietor. 



4DVKRTISEHESTS. 

CONSKKVATORIES. 

■heraliDngsa, StoTe-lii>iiuii> 

Tlssiiei, FsBtili-honua, in, 

HEW CATALOGUE. 

The rnml mmplne mid utlttlo CTor 



V. BICHABBSOM & CO., DARLINGTOlf. 

THE N.E. STATION HOTEL, 

HARHOG-ATE. 

T, P. OUITTON, ProDrletor. 

Tai Dumt Hotel to the Station, ud unmrdluuly oppostte. Five mlDutes' 
walk from Iha Pamp Boom, BalbB. Coneert Rmm, Theitrc, &c. 

FAKILT AND COHKEBCIAL. 

Thirty marc Rooms now lidded, rumighcd by Maple SCo., London. 

KILLARNEY LAKES. 

By H«r Koit QraBioiii SiJeitT'i ipecisl pennuiian, 

THE ROYAL VICTORIA HOTEL, 

Magnificently ailaated on ihe Shore* 0/ Iha Loteer Lake, 



and leading Americait Familiea. 

iiAma, SUTHEBI.ANDSHIBE. 

SUTHERLAND" HOTEL. 

J. A. BUTTRRS, IbU Qf (lie SIIrhcIkii Hotel. Skfe. bu Ukfn a true of this 
comfortable Hotel. It li pleaunll)' tltuattd cloH to Loch lihlD, nhtch rendoa 
tl s cbarmlDK leeort for Sponsm^D, Touilile. lod Fimllleii. Boats kept on Ihe 
vatlooa Liocba iu the nelgbbonrbood. on all of wblch VMtora have IhenrtillegB 
etFlebtDg. nne Ooir Coniee—e bold— OD Hotel Onnnde. Post and Tei^|ih 
Offl« it the door. Porttog. "Bus merts trmlai ShootlnR Lodgee, 4&, 
sopplifd with HoriM and TairiaKe., also fine olil HlBhliinil IVliskT, Beer in 
Wood or Boltle, &C, fee. All chargpsalrtctlr moderate. 
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LONDON. 

WILD'S TEMPERANCE HOTEL, 

34 to 40, LUDGATE HILL, E.G. 

HOME COMFORTS. CLEANLINESS AND QUIET. CENTRAL FOR 

BUSINESS OR PLEASURE. 

TPANJEJl'S MOJEL, LOJIDOJi. 

FAMILY AUD OOMMEBOIAL T£MF£BA]!fG£. 

50 BEDROOMS. 

6 to 9, BRIDGEWATER SQUARE, BARBICAN. 

Most Central for Business or Pleasure. Close to A Idersgate Street Rail way- 
Station, near St. Paul's Cathedral, G.F.O.. and ALL places of interest. Beds 
from 2g» ; double, 3s. to 48. No charge for attendance. Perfect sanitary arrange- 
ments. Et«tabll.shed 1859. Coffee Room, good Sitting Room, and Smoke Room. 

Wi-iUfor * How to Spend a Week in London,' with Tariff and 
Testimonials combined, post free. 

Telegraphic Address— "HEALTHIEST, LONDON." 

The South Place Hotel, 

Finsbury, LONDON, E.G., 

Has a high repntation of 'I'hirty Years for thorough comfort, central position, 
and moderate charges. The lie.building of this magniticent 

has embraced the most recent hygienic and sanitary improvements. 
ELECTRIC LIGHTING. PASSENGER LIFT TO EACH FLOOR. 
Telf graph: ** Armfield^ London.*' JOSEPH ABHFIELD & SON, 
Limited. 

OS3S/d:03SriD'S liOTEH,^ 

REMOVED FROM 87 TO 35, STRAND, LONDON, W.G. 

OPPOSITE THE LOWTHER ARCADE, AND THREE DOORS FROM 

CHARING CROSS STATION. 

EstaMished over 60 years. 

This Old Established Hotel is situated in the most central 

part of London. 

Bed and Breakfast, 5s.. Inclusive Terms. 

Parties of Tvoo or Three Friends at a Iieditction,\ 

There is a spacious Coffee Room overlooking the Strand. 

BUSINESS UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF MRS. J. OSMOND. 
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I^YNXON, NORTH DEVON, 

THE 



ROYAL CASTLEl^FAMILY HOTEL 




Patbostisbd bt H.R.H. thb Pbimgb of Walbs and othbb Mbmbbbs 

OF THB ROTAL FAUILT. 

The Finest Sea and Land Views in the World. 



Thm Hotel, standing in its own ornamental grounds otttbout 12 acres^ 500 feet 
above the level of the sea, overlooking the Bristol Channel, commands un- 
interrupted views of the Valleys of the East and \Ve8t Lynn, Lynn Cliif, 
Brendon and Countisbury Hills, llie Tors, the Village of Lynmonth, the Fore- 
land, the Welsh Coast, and the far-&med Valley of Rocks. 

Having been under the management of the present proprietor nearly 50 years, 
the Hotel has been recently and extensively enlarged to meet the requirements 
of modem society, and combines the comfort of a private house with the con- 
veniences of a first-class Hotel. Elegant Suites of Private Apartments. Table 
d*Hdte, Coffee Room, and Ladies' Drawing Room. 7b which have been added 
new and commodious Smoking and SUliard Rooms^ all facing the sea. 
Excellent Cuisine. Moderate charges. ShoUing (Blackcock and other game) 
for GentUmen staying ai the Hotel only. Lawn Tennis. Electric Lighting. 

Salmon and Trout Fishing*. 
Post Horses and Carriages of every description. First-class Stabling. Coaches 
in the season to Barnstaple, Ilfracombe, and Minehead. Tariff on application, 

THOMAS BAKER, Proprietor. 

GREAT MALVERN. 



Hydropathic Establishment 

AND WINTER RESIDENCE 

(Late Dr. Rayner's). 
Under New Management. Greatly Improved. 



Open all the year round for Patients and Visitors. Thoroughly 
warmed and ventilated; comfortable, refined, and cheerful. 
Stands in own grounds ; 500 feet above sea level. Attractions 
unrivalled. Scenery unsurpassed. 

ADMIRABLY SUITED TO PERSONS LIABLE TO 

Asthma, Bronchitis, or Incipient Consumption. 

Lawn Tennis and Billiards freci Golf Oonrse close by. 

Every Hydropathic Appliance and Process. Electricity in 
all its forms. •* Weir-Mitchell " Treatment. Massage, &c. 
Special Terms to Visitors not requiring Medical attendance. 

For Prospectus apply to Dr. FERQUSSON, as above, or 
the Secretary. 
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H ARDWICKE 

PRIVATE HOTEL & BOARDING ESTABLISHMENT 

Enjoys the highest reputation for its cuisine, comforts, and 
general arrangements. It is heated throughout writh hot-wrater 
pipes, thereby making it a most desirable Winter Residence. 

Under the immediate supermaion of 

J. WILSON, Proprietor. 

PENZANCE, CORNWALL. 

THE G^XTEE3>T='S 

(On the Esplanade) 

Is the largest and Principal Hotel. Has a frontage of over 170 feet, all the 
rooms of which overlook the sea. It faces due South, and commands a full and 
uninterrupted view of Mount's Bay. Penzance stapds unrivalled for the 
variety and quiet beauty of its scenery, whilst the mildness and equability 
of its climate is admirably adapted to invalids. Apartments en mite. 
Drawing, Reading. Coffee, Billiard and Smoking Rooms. Hot and Cold Baths. 
Table d'Hdte. An Omnibus meets every train. Posting in all its Branches. 
iJuring Winter Months moderate inclusive '* en pension " terms are made. 

ALEX. H. HORA, Proprietor. 

PORTREE, 

r>OGRTHEE HOTEri- 

A. M'CALLTJM, Proprietor. 

This well-known and first-class Hotel has been specially fitted up for the com 
fort and convenience of visitors. The house is of modern construction, and the 
accommodation superior and ample, consisting of about Sixty Apartments, 
including Sitting Rooms, large and well-aired Bedrooms, Cofiee, Billiard, 
Smoking Rooms, &c. Tarift moderate, and special terms made with parties 
staying a week. Well equipped Carriages always ready; and Conveyances 
leave the Hotel daily for the Cuchullins, Coniisk. Quiraing, and other places of 
interest in Skye. Patronised by the Government Commissioners. 

H. WHITEHOUSE & CO., 

READING CYCLE WORKS, 

FOB THE BEST AND CHEAPEST 

And our celebrated Invalid Tricycles and high-class Safeties 

of latest designs. 

Full particulars and Lists on application. 
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THE WHITE HABT HOTEL, 

Nearly opposite the Cathedral. 

Tmt iMROm AMD PRIKCirAL HOTKL IK THB ClTT. 

This old-established Flnt-CLaM Hotel contains every acoommodstion for 
Familleft and Tourists. A Ladies' Ooffee Koom. litlliard and Smoking Rooms 
and spacious Coffee Rooms for Gentlemen. Table d'HOte meals daily at 
separate tables. 'I'wo hours each meal. 
Cabbxagbs avd Hoksbs om Hibb fob Stoxkhrkgr ani> other flaces of 

iKTBEKST AT FIXED 1MCLU8IVK ChaBOP.8. ExCKLLBKT 

Stabuko, Loose Boxes, kc. 

Tariff on appuuatiov 10 H. T. BOWES, Managrer, 

FMting-MaUerto Ber Majesty. 

BEDFORD FAMILY HOTEL, 

ESPLANADE, SIDMOUTH. 

RECENTLY DOUBLED IN SIZE AND ACCOMMODATION. 

Overlooking Cricket Chround and Hotel Tennis Courts, 
Good Foiitionj facing South and West, 

ARCHERY. FOOTBALL. FOXHOUNDS. GOLF. 

F1R8T-CLA88 Billiard Room and Club adjoining. 

Proprietor sinoe 1879, JOfiN* P. mLLBH. 

STROME FERRY. 

S li I E xT^S O T B Xj. 

Gentlemen staying at this Hotel baTe the privilege of Salmon and Sea-Trout 
Fishing, free of charge, on a river which yields first-rate sport. 

Every comfort will be found at this Hotel, combined with moderate charges. 
Situated amid splendid scenery, and easily reached by ruad from Glenelg, 
Glenmoriston, Glengarry, and Strome Ferry. 

J. MACKINTOSH, Lessee. 

TOTLAND BAY, NEAR ALUM BAY & FRESHWAT ER, ISLE OFWIGHT. 

TOTLAND BAY HOTEL. 

MAGNIFICENT SEA VIEWS. 
Ck>mfort urith moderate chaises. Billiard Boom. Bracing 
ftir; excellent Sands and Promenade Pier. Good Boating and 
Bathing. 

Express fbom Watebloo 12.30, vid Lyhixgton. 

Apply to MANAQEB. 
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Telegraphic Address— Established Telephone 

"Original, Tun Wells." 1787. No. 46. 

ROPER & CARTER. 

House ?ind Estate Agents, 
Auctioneers and Valuers, 

3, THE PANTILES, 

« The Tuvbridge WeU, TUNBRIDQE WELLS 

Register " 
of Houses to he let, ->-3{C*^3ie<- 

fumisJied or unfumishedf also 
of EstateSj Residences, and other 
Properties for sale, post free on application. 
For Howes and Estates in Kent, Surrey, or Sussex apply as above:. 



NORTH COAST OP CORNWALL. 

The Molesworth Arms Hotel, 

WADEBRIDGE, 

S. POLLARD; Jun., Proprietor. 

POSTING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES- 

Omnlbiu to meet every train. 
FAMILIES COMFORTABLY ACCOMMODATED. 

Wadbbridob Is dow the nesreife nilway station to some of the mosf 
romantic scenery of Cornwall. Visitors would do well to halt here a nieht 
en route for Tintogel. 16 miles; BoscasUe, 17 ; Qimelford. 11; DelaboleSUte 
Quarries. 11; Padstow, 8; Rock, 6; Port Isaac, «; Vale of Lanheme and 
Alawgan, 11 ; fiedruthan Steps, 12; Newqni^, 16; and Polseath, 8. 



Pox Hounds and Harriers in the Neighbourhood, 

A large HaU attached to the Hotel suitable for Oonoerts, Ao 

62 
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For Families, Tourists, and Commercial Gentlemen. 

Immediately facxng, and the only Hotel 
fkom which a view of the cathedral oait be obtained. 



Ladies' 
Drawing 
Room. 

Billiard 

* and 

Smoking 
Room. 



THE 



"SWAN" 

HOTEL, 

WELLS, SOMERSET. 



Omnibuses 
to and 
from 
all 
Trains. 



Within easy distance of Bath, Bristol, Cheddar, and Olastonbnry. 

For TAKIPP of CHABGES see « Swan Hotel Visitors* Guide 
to Wells and Neighbourhood,*' Price 6(2., or apply to 

MBS. GEORGE, Proprietress. 

GLEHAFFBIC -THE FINEST BLEH I H SCOTLAND. 

TO TOURISTS^ANGLERS, & ARTISTS. 

Visitors to this Hotel will receive every comfort and attention with moderate 
charges, and can have Salmon and Trout Fishing at the door, with several 
Trouting Lochs added in Glencannich, which makes this Hotel one of the best 
angling centres in Scotland. • There are many beautiful drives In the district ; 
and good horses and traps, with steady drivers, are kept. The scenery is 
unsurpassed in' the Highlands. Parties boarded May, June, and July. A 
Daily MaU, JOHN MACPHERSON, Proprietor. 

Olekafpsic Hotel, CAMvrcH, 

Stbathqlass, Bkault, N.B. 

THE IMPERIAL FAMILY HOTEL. 

(CENTRE OF BAY.) 

This First-Class Hotel has twice been enlarged since it was opened in 1872, 
and is now one of the Finest and Largest in North Wales. 

TABLE D'HOTE IS SERVED AT SEPARATE TABLES. 

Apartments en suite. Special Terms for Families. Stabling. 

Private Omnibus for the exclusive use of Visitors to the Hotel, 

JOHN CHANTBE7, Proprietor. 
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TOURISTS' MAPS 

(Selected from the ** Royal Atlas.") Mounted on Canvas, and 

bound in a Pocket-case. Price. 

9. d. 

Africa (South) 1 Sheet, with Index of 2097 Names 4 tf 

America (U.S.> 2 do. „ 8340 „ 8 

America (South) 2 do. „ S481 „ 8 

Australia ] do. ., 40£>ii „ 4 tf 

Austro-Hungary 2 do. ,, 6698 ^ 8 

Belgium and the Netherlauds . 1 do. „ 4435 „ 4 6 

Canada 2 do. „ 4203 „ So 

China and Japan 1 do. „ 2972 „ 4 6 

England 2 do. ,. 11.542 „ 8 

France 1 do. „ 4621 „ 4 6 

Germany, N 1 no. „ 3509 „ 4 6 

„ S.W I do. „ 5589 „ 4 6 

India 2 do. „ 7959 „ 8 

Ireland I do. „ 5481 „ 4 6 

Italy 2 do. „ 6300 „ 8 n 

Medit«>rranenn bhores. ... 1 do. „ 2. '68 „ 46 

New Zealand 1 dn. „ 2016 „ 4 6 

Palestine 1 do. „ 2214 „ 4 6 

Scotland. . 2 do. „ 10,250 „ 8 

Spain and Portugal .... 1 do. „ 4700 „ 46 

Sweden and Norway .... 1 do. „ 1908 „ 46 

Switzerland 1 do. „ 5030 „ 4 6 

THE MODERN MAP OF ENGI/AND, for Toubists, 
Pedestrians. Cyclists, &c. A fully detailed Map. Coloure<1, in Four 
Sbeels in Cloth Cases, price 29, per Sheet ; or, mounted on Cloth, and in 
Cloth Cases, price 3s. 6(1. per Sheet. 

NEW POPULAR MAP OF SCOTLAND. Size 38 by 
2A\ in. Giving all Railways, Towns, Villages, Country Seats, &c. ; con- 
tains over 10,000 Names. Price, folded in Cloth Case, l«. ; on Cloth, and 
folded in Cloth Case, 2s. 

W. & A. K. JOHNSTON'S REDUCED ORDNANCE 

MAPS OF SCOTLAND (Coloured). The Cheapest and Best Maps ever 
published for Tourists, Excubsionists, Ciclists, Volckteebs, Sports- 
MEK, &c. Price, folded in Cloth Case, Is, each ; mounted on Cloth, in 
Cloth Case, 2s. each. 

Please apply to the Publishers for Ikdex Map (Gratis), showing how' 
the Country is divided up, and giving complete details of the Series, and 
number of Sheets already out. 

Complete Catalogue of MapSt Atlases, if c, posted free to any address. 

W. & A. K. JOHNSTON, 

EDUCATIONAL AND GENERAL PUBLISHERS, 
EDINA WOBKS, EASTER BOAD, and 
16, SOUTH ST. ANBBEW STBEET, EDINBUBOH. 



6, WHITE HABT STBEET, WABWICK LANE, 

LONDON, E.G. 
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EYRE & SPOTTISWOODE, 

Government and General Publishers. 

ALSO ASENTS TO THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT. 



PLIOCENE DEPOSITS OP OBEAT BBITAIN. By Clement 
Rkid, F.L.S., F.G.S. 6«. Sd. 

PLIOCENE DEPOSITS OP BBITAIN, THE VEBTEBBATA OF 

THE. By E. T. Newtox, F.G.S., F.Z.S. 4«. 

ISLE OP WIGHT, OBOLO0Y OF. By H. W. Bristow, F.B.S., 

F.G.S. Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged by Clement Reid, F.G.S., 
and AuBBBT Stbahan, M.A., F.G.S. Sheet 10. 8vo, 349 pages, 5 Plates 
and 84 Cuts, cloth (1889). 8s. ed. 

LINC0LN8HIBE. NOBTH, AND SOUTH YOBKSHIBE, THE 

GEOLOGY OF PARIS OF. By W. A. E. Usher. 10 lllustraUons. 2«. 

LONDON, 0EOLOOY OP, AND OP PABT OP THE THAMES 

VALLEY. By W. Whitaker. Esq., B.A., F.R.S., F.G.S. Vol. L Descrip- 
tive Geology, 68. Vol. II. Appendices, 5«. 

YABHOUTH AND LOWESTOFT, THE GEOLOGY OF THE 

CODNTRY NEAR. By J. H. BrjLKE. 2». 
PHILOSOPHICAL NOTES ON BOTANICAL SUBJECTS. By 

F. BONAViA. M.D., Brigade-Surgeon, I.M.D. With 160 Illustrations. 2s. 6d. 

KEW BULLETIN, 1892. Monthly, 2d. Appendices, 2d. each.. 
Annual Subscription, including postage, 38. 9d. Volume for 1891, 3s. bd. 
by post. 

INDIGENOUS GBASSES OF NEW ZEALAND. By John 

BccHAKAK. Full-page Illustrations. Imp. 4to, half morocco. 15s. 

POEEST PLOBA OP NEW ZEALAND. By T. Eibk, F.L.S., 
late Chief Conservator of State Forests, N.Z., kc Numerous Plates. Fcap. 
folio, cloth, 128. 6d. 

OBANGE CULTUBE IN NEW ZEALAND. By G. G. Aldebton. 
Demy 8vo, cluth, 2s, 

MY GABDENEB (Xllustrated). By H. W. Ward, F.R.H.S., 
. Head Gardener to the Right Hon. the Earl of Radnor, Longford Caatle, 
Silisbury. 2». Sd. 

"The book is replete with valuable cultural notes indispensable to the 
millions who are now turning to gardening as a source of pleasure and profit." 
— Gardener's Chronicle. 

'* Clear, sensible, and full of information." — Times. 

POTATO CULTUBE FOB THE MILLION. By H. W. Ward, 
F.R.H.S., Head Gardener to the Right Hon. the Earl of Radnor, Longford 
Castle, Salisbury. 3d. 
** We may safely say that the pamphlet will be found most useful to potato 

growers, whether in field or in garden." — Farmers' Gazette. 

TEN YEABS' SUNSHINE. Becord of the Begistered Sunshine 
at 46 Statious in the British Isles, 1881-1890. 28. 
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WRITE FOR ANY INFORMATION RESPEGTINO SOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
LONDON : EAST HARDING STREET, E.C. . 
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MESSRS. MAGMILLAN & GO.'S POPULAR BOOKS. 

Second Edition. 2 vols. Extra Crown 8vo. Is. net. 
BECOUIiECTIONS OF A HAJPY LIFE. Being the Auto- 
blo^apby of Marianne North. Edited by her Sister, Mrs. J. A. Symonds. 
With Portraits. 
TIMES. — ** A book which will delight and entertain many readers." 
DAILY CHRONICLJS.—** A boolc that will live." 

BOOKS BY SEBS. OLIFHANT. 

TiiR Makrrs op Florexcr : Dante, Giotto, Savonarola, and their City. 

illustrated. Crown 8vo. 10c. 6d. 

Kdition de Luxe. 8vo. 2ls. net. 

The Makers ov Vekiob: Doges, Conquerors, Paiktebs^ and Men of 

Lgttbks. Illustrated. Crown 8vo. 10<. 6(i. 
lloTAL Kdinbcroh : Hrr Saints, Kings, Prophets, and Poets. Illustrated 

by G. Reid, R.S. a. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d. 
Jerusalbst, its HihTOBY AND Hoi'E. Illustrated. 8vo. 2U. 
Large Paper Editum. 50s. net. 

BOOKS FOB THE C0TTNTB7. 

Tales op the Birds. By \V. W. Fowlek. Illustrated. Crown 8vo. 3^ 6d. 
A Year with the Birds. By the Same. Illustrated. Crown 8vo. 3«. 6d. 
]\[adam How and Lady Why; or, First Lessons in Earth-Lore fur Children. 

By Charles Kingslkt. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6(2. 
Glaucus ; or, The Wonders of the Sea-Shore. By the Same. With Coloured 

Itlnstrations. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Presentation Mdition. Crown 8vo, extra cloth. 1r. Bd. 

JN'atural History and ANTWiuiTiEs op Selbobke. By Gilbert White. 

Edited by Frank Buckland. With a Chapter on Antiquities by the Earl 

opSelborne. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

NOVELS B7 OHABLES DICKENS 

Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d, each. 



The Pickwick Papers. IReady. 
Oliver Twist. iReady, 

Nicholas Nicklbby. \JJay 25. 



Martin Chuzzlewit. [June 27. 
1'he Uld Curiohity Shop. [July 25. 
Barnaby Rcdqe. iAug. 26. 



NOVELS B7 J. H. SHOBTHOUSE. 

Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. each. 



The Countess Eve. 
A Teachkb of the Violin: and 
other Tales. 



John Inglesant : A Romance. 

Sir Pkbcival. 

The Little Schoolmasteb Mabk. 

NOVELS BY BOLF BOLDEBWOOD. 

Crow n 8 vo. 3s. 6d. each. 

RoBBKBT Undkb Abus. | Thr Squatteb's Dbrax. 

The Miner's Right. | A Sydney-Side Saxon. 

A Colonial Refobmeb. 

NOVELS BY F. KCABION CBAWFOBD. 

Crown 8vu. 3s. 6d. each. 



Marzio's Crucifix. 

Paul Patoff. 

With the Imuobtals. 

Greifenstbin. 

Sant' Ilario. 

A Cigarette Maker's Uouanck. 



Mr. Isaacs: A Tale of Modern 

India. 
Dr. Cladius. 
A Roman Singeb. 
Zoroaster. 
A Tale of a Lonely Parish. 

NOVELS B7 SIB H. CUNNINQHAM. 

Crown bvo, 3s. 6d. each. 

Thb Hbbiots. I Wheat and Tabes. 

The Coeruleaks : A Vacation Idyll. 

AtAGMILLAN & CO., LONDON. 
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WESTWARD HO! N> DEVON. 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL, 

In connection 'wilh the 

UNITED SERVICES COLLEGE, 

To prepare Boys between 8 and 13 for it or other Public Schools. 

Master: The ReY. J. A. PAOET-MOFFATT, M.A. 

Tlie School (established in 1878) stands within sight of Dart- 
moor and Clovelly Bay, and is five minutes' walk from the Sea. 

STANDARD GLASS BOOKS. 



GEOGRAPHY: Physical, Historical, Political, and De- 
scriptive Geography. By Keith Johnston, F.R.G.S. Fourth Kdition. 
Revised by £. G. Havekstrin, F.R.G.S. Large post 8vo, cloth, wlili 
Illustrations and 21 Maps, 12<. 

GEOGRAPHY: A School Physical and DescriptlYe Geo- 
graphy. By Keith Johnston, F.R.G.S. Sixth Edition. Revised by 
A. U. Keanb, F.R.G.S. With Maps and Illustrationa. Crown Bvo, cloih, 

GEOGRAPHY : An Intermediate Physical and Descriptive 

Geography. Abridged from the Plysical, Historical, and Descriplive 
Geography hy the late Keith Johnston, F.R.GJS. Crowu 8vo, cloth, with 
several iUastrations, 3<. 

BOTANY: Henslow's Botany for Beginners: a Short 

Course of Elementary instruction in Practical Botany, for Junior CUisses 
and Children. By the Rev. Prof. G. Henslow, M.A., F.L.S., Examiner 
in Natural Science for the College of Preceptors, &c. Fourth and cheaper 
Edition. Grown 8vo, cloth, 30 plates, 2s. 6d. 

BOTANY: Floral Dissections, illustratiYe of Typical 

Genera of the British Natural Orders. Lithographed by the Rpv. Georgb 
Hbnslow, F.L.S. Eight Plat^p, containing many hundred illustratiuns. 
Third Edition. Demy 4to, wilh descriptive letterpress, boards, 4s. 

BOTANICAL TABLES FOR THE USE OF JUNIOR 

STUDENTS. Table of Common Terms used in describing Rants, com- 
prising those usually required in the Cambridge Local Examinations for 
Juniors. Also a Table of the Chief Natural Orders of British Plants, 
arranged according to Bentham and Oliver. New iiklitiun. Folded in cluth 
cover. If. 6d. 

CHEMISTRY : Chemistry for Schools : An Introduction to 

the Practical Study of Chemi6try. By C. Haughton Hill, late Teacher 
of Chemistry and Experimental Physics in Univert»ity College School. 
With one hundred Illustrations. Eighth Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, 4s. Gd. 

%* Complete Educational Catalogue free on application. 

LONDON: EDWARD STANFORD, 

26 & 27, COCKSPDE STREET, CHARING CROSS, S.W. 
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HAND-IN-HAND 

FIEE & LIFE INSUEANCE SOCIETY, 

26, NEW BRIDGE ST., LONDON, E.C. 



Instituted in 1696. Extended to Life Insurance, 183a 



The oldest Insurance Office in the World. 

The only Mutual Office in the Kingdom for both Fire 
and Life. 

There being no Shareholders, all Profits are divided 
amongst the Insured. 

BONUS RETURNS. 



Life. — Ist and 2ud Series 75 



\ 



per Cent 



3rd Series 50 rising to 60 

4th Series (the only one now open), after Ist > per 
Five Years, commencing at I Annum 

45 rising to 50 / 

Fire (with certain exceptions). — Annual Policies, One year's 
premium out of five. Septennial Policies, varying with 
the nature of the risk, 25 to 50 per cent, at the end 
of each 7th year. 

No Policyholder is subject to any Personal Liability. 

The Directors are willing to appoint as Agents 
persons of good position and character. 



The ACCOUNTS and STATEMENTS, as deposited vnth the 
Board of Trade, as well as Prospectuses and Forms of Proposal, 
may be had of any of the Society's Agents, or on application at 
the Mead Office, 

BEHJAMUr BLENEINSOP, Secretary. 
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INSURE 
YOUR HORSES AND CATTLE 

WITH THK 

Mmpmal %ib^ ^tork Insurance ^ss0nati0n. 

Limited, 
Head Offices— 48, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W. 

EslablUhed 1878. 

HonsRS, Cattlv, and other Lrvs Stock insured against Death fVom Accident 
and DisKASB. Claims Paid, £50,000. Priwpectuttes and full particalur« 
post-free. Agents wanted. B. S. ESSEX, Manager. 

"EUXESIS." 

A DELIGHTFUL SHAVE. 

No soap, water, or brush required ; only a tube of A. S. Uoyd's Euxiesis and 
A razor. Shaving with Euxesis becomes a pleasure, it softens the fetiffest beard 
and leaves the skin cool, smooth, and free from irritation. The GENUINE 
bears two signatures— "A. S. Lloyd** in black ami "Aimee Lloj'd** in red 
ink; refuse al others. Sold by Cbemiats, Perfumers, and Stores, or post free 
for U. 6d. from Llotd & Co., 3, Spur Street, Leicester Square, London. 

Jenkinson's Practical Guides. 

Fcap. 8vo, cloth, with Maps, &c. 
THE ISLE of WIGHT. Fifth Edition. With 2 Maps, 25. GJ. 

NORTH WALES. Fourth Edition. With 2 Maps, Gs. 6d.; 
Smaller Guide, 3i. 6d, 

Also, in f^ve Sections, separately : 

Chester; Llandudxo ; Bettws-y-Coed and Snowdon ; Dolgellt and 
Bala ; Abbbtstwitii and Llangollen. With Maps, boards, U. 6d. each. 

THE ISLE of MAN. Third Edition. With Map, price 6s. 

OABLISLE, GILSLAND, THE HOMAN WALL, and 

NEIGHBOURHOOD. With Map. 5«. 

** The landmarks are pointed out as wo ascend or descend, so that a way- 
faring man, though a fool, cannot err in his ramble Let those who cun 

take a holiday, and rush off to the land of beauty and of poetry, of health, of 
strength, of pastoral peace. Mr. Jenkinson shall be their guide, and they will 
return better men, in body, mind, and spirit, for the outing. AUons ! Bon 
voyage et bon retour," — rimes. 



London : EDWARD STANFORD, 
26 & 27, COCKSPUR STREET, CHARING CROSS, S.W. 
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BRE^A/■ERY; 

BURT ON-ON-T RENT. 

BBAKOH OFFICES: 
ABEBYBIWITH. — Bailway 



Btatian. 
BIBIIIFQHAK-SSI, High 8t. 
BBI8T0L-18, Small Strest. 
SBUSBELS— 2, Bus de Loxom. 
SIBBT-T. Albert Strset, 
D01TQLA8— Bsgsnt Chunban, 

Begent Street. 
DUBIJir-12 and 13, BiutaiM 

GLASOOW-Sfi. Bath Street. 
^AKBDBO—jJO.DeiBliStraue. 
lEICESTEB— 10, Hoiu&ir Bt. 



LirEBFO0I.-ia King Street. 
LOin}Oir-^lto31,PanoraaBd, 
KAHCHXSTXB ~ 46, Qreat 

Bridsewater Street. 
ITEWCASTLE-ON-TTIIE- S5, 

Weitgate Boad. 
HOTTINOHAH-Tletocla 

Boildinii. 
STOEE-OK-TfiENT-Capeland 

Street. 
WOLVBBHAXFTOK-IS, 

Snow Hill. 
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BOOJCS fOR TRAYELLEJIS 



SEAS AND SKIES IN MANY LATITUDES; or. 

Wanderings in Search of Weather. By the Hon. Ralfh Abrrcbombt. 
Demy 8vo, with 3 Maps, 9 Pliotographs, and 33 NVoodcuts by I'uircHETT, 
WuxHPBB, CoofKB, &c Cloth extra, l»«. 

THE NEW FAB WEST AND THE OLD FAB 

EAST ; being an Account of recent travel and observation along tb« line 
of the Canadian Pacific and Manitoba and North-Western Railway, thence 
to Japan, China, Ceylon, &c. By W. Uekst Barneby, Author of •* Life 
and Labour in the Far Far West.*' With 3 Maps and 8 i'age Illuatrations. 
Demy 8vo, cloth extra, price 12«. 

A TBLP THBOUGH THE EASTEBN CAUCASUS, 

with a Chapter on the Languages of the Country. By the Hon. Johk 
ABKBcaosiBr. Demy 8vo, doth, with Maps and Illustrations, 14«. 

THE BATHS AND WELLS OF EUBOPE, with a 

Sketch of Hydrotherapy, and Hints on Climate, Sea-Bathing, and Popular 
Cures. By John Macpukbsok, M.D. Third Edition, revised, with a 
Map. Post 8vo, cloth, 6«. 6d, 

FETBIDGE'S HANDBOOK FOB EUBOFEAN 

TRAVELLERS. Three vols., roan tuck, sold separately ; price 16s. each. 

Contents:— 

Vol. L Great Britain, Ireland, France, &c, 
IL Germany. Austria, ItMly, &c. 
IIL Switzerland, Tyrol, Norway, &c. 

CAMPING VOYAGES ON GEBIiCAN BIVEBS. 

By Aethdr A. Macdonbll, M.A.,Ci>rpus Christi College, Oxford. With 
Frontispiece and 20 Maps. Crown 8vo, cloth, 105. 6<L 

THE HANDY GUIDE TO NOBWAY. By Thomas 

B. WiLLsox. M. A. With Maps and Appendices on the Flora and History 
of Norway, Fishing Notes, and Photography. Third Edition, revised and 
enlarged. Small post 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

THBOUGH NOBWAY WITH A KNAPSACK. By 

W. Mattiku Williams. F.R.A.S., F.C.S., Author of the **Fuel of the 
Sun," &c With Map. Crown bvo, cloth, 6«. 

THE CANABY ISLANDS AS A WINTEB BE- 

SORT. By John Whitfobd, F. II.GJS. With 7 Maps and 25 lUustratioiis 
Irom Photographs taken by the Author. Crown 8vo, cloth, price 7«. Bd. 

MADEIBA : Its Scenery, and How to See It. With 

Letters of a Year's Kesidence, and List of the Trees, Flowers, Ferns, and 
Seaweeds. By Ellxm M. Taylob. Second Edition, revised. Crown Svo, 
cloth, U. 6d, 

"Miss Taylor's volume is an admirable «ad€-mecum for persons travelling 
to or in Madeira. .... An excellent map and a good plan of Funchal greatly 
add to its practical valae"— Saturday Beoiew, 



LONDON: EDWARD STANFORD, 

26 and 27, COCKSPUR STREET, CHARINQ CROSS, S.W. 



Tourists, Travellers, and Others 

EipOMd to the bnn ind dut, will find 

Kowland's Kalydor 



fim-ndlu 

cnmpUilon. S[i».4i.6il.ipil 9(.«d.perB(ilUei 
luiU-slied Baiila a 3i, 3il. 

Rowland's Macassar Oil, 

An InrigonloT, FuriQ«r, Btid BeiTitlfltr of tha 
Hilr bejond oil precedent. Sold bI» Id > goldeo 
col^xir for Mr Add goldcn-halrei) people uid 

Rowland's Odonto, 



SOLD BY CHEMISTS AND PEUFUMERS. 
*.* Ask for " Borland's " Articles. 

FORD'S GOLD MEDAL 428 MILL 

ABSORBENTJLOTTING. 

Established 1800. 

Acknowledged to be the BEST ; tbe ninBt ABSORBEITT. 
(" Blotting up tlie heavieBt writing perfectly clean," — Paper 
and Printing Trade* Journal,) 

Mfire Durable, therelore more Economical, than any other 
Blotting. Well known for its SOFT V£LVBTT FEEL. 

Varieties—White, Pink, Deep Pint, Buff, Blue, Mauve, 
Antiqne. Treasury tliinkneas, 38 lbs. Demy, us supplied to Uer 
Majesty's Stationery Office, the UniTorsities. and the large 
Coniraerckl Rouses, Banks, and Clubs tliroughout the United 
Kingdom. Ask your Stationer for 

And see that every sheet is ^ FORD 

Watebuabeed thus: I 428 MILL 
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ADVERTISKMENTS. 



S T -A. 3Sr F O H. 33 ' S 

TWO SHILLDrO SEBIES 



or 



TOURIST GUIDES 

Foap. 870, Cloth, with Maps and Plans. 



BEDFORDSHIRE. By the 
Kev. A. J. Foster, M.A. 

BERKSHIRE. By Rev. P. 

H. Ditch FIELD, M.A. 
CAMBRIDGE. By A. G. 

Hill, B.A., F.S.A. 

CHANNEL ISLANDS. 

By G. P. Bevan, F.S.S. 
CORNWALL. By W. H. 

Tregellas. 
DERBYSHtRE. By R. N. 

Worth, F.G.S. 
DEVON. North. By R. N. 

Worth, F.G.S. 
DEVON, South. By R. N. 

Worth, F.G.S. 
DORSET. By R. N. Worth, 

F.G.S. 

ENGLISH LAKE DIS- 
TRICT. By H. i. Tenkinson, 
F.R.G.S. 

ESSEX. By E. Wahord, M.A. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
By R. N. Worth, F.G.S. 

HAMPSHIRE. By G. P. 
Bevan, F.S.S., and R. N. Worth. 

HERTFORDSHIRE. By 
the Rev. A. J. Foster, M.A. 

KENT. By G. P. Bevan, F.S.S., 
and R. N. Worth. 



LONDON (Through). By 
the Kev. W. J. Loftie, -B.A., 
F.S.A. 

LONDON (Round About). 
By the Rev. W. J. Loftie, B.A., 
F.S.A. 

NORFOLK. By Walter Rye. 

SOMERSETSHIRE. ByR. 
N. Worth, F.G.S. 

SUFFOLK. By Dr. J. E. 
Taylor, F.L.S., F.G.S. 

SURREY. By G. P. Bevan, 
F.S.S., and R. N. Worth. 

SUSSEX. By G.F.Chambers, 
F.R.A.S. 

WARWICK. By G. P. Bevan, 

F.S.S. 

WILTSHIRE. By R. N. 
Worth, F.G.S. 

WORCESTERSHIRE. By 

R. N. Worth, F.G.S. 

WYE (The) and its Neigh- 
bourhood. By G. P. Bevan, 
F.S.S., and R. N. Worth, F.G.S. 

YORKSHIRE, East and 
North Ridings. ByG.P.Bevan, 
F.S.S., and R. N. Worth. 

YORKSHIRE, West Riding, 
By G. P. Bevan, F.S.S. 



**For the pedestrian, honteman, and bicyclist, a bandy pocket guide Is almort 
indispensable. Mr. Stanford bas estimated the situation correctly, and, as far as 
we can Judge, bas made most creditatile pruvlsiun. Notbing can be more con- 
venient than tbe volumes of this little two sliilling county series; the type.tbougli 
closely printed, is clear, and they are nearly as light and twice as portable as a 
fairly filled cigar vnsit.**—SaAurday Beview. 

London: EDWARD STANFORD, 

26 & 27, COOKSPUB STREET, CHARING CROSS, S.W. 



ADVKRrlSKMESTS. 



G. W. WILSON & CO. 

PublUh the best Series of 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF 

ENGLISH SCENERY. 

To be had in ell Sizes and Stylea, ani as 

LANTERN SLIDES. 

Jnat Pnbltihed, JL new Serin of Pennuient Photo^aphs 
of inimali. 

CATALOGUES POST-FBEE ON APPLICATION. 



ADVERTISBUENTS. 



THE ILFRACOMBE HOTEL. 

An attractive Health and Pleasure Resort 

all the Year round. 

CLIMATE MILD, EQUABLE, BRACrNG. 

S50 AJ'ARTMEN'TS. 



HandBomaReaeptton, Dining, Beading, Billiard nnd Smoking 
Buoms, all on the Groand Floor. Oruaniental Grounds of Five 
Acres. The finest Private Marine Esplanade in the Kingdom- 
Eight Lava Teunii Courts. 

Table d'Hot* Dinner, at leparste tahled from G to S o'cloek. 

There is attached to the Hotel one of the Largest Swimming 
Baths in England, ttie tamperatnrs of which fs regulaled 
according to the season ; also Private Hot and Cold Eea and 
Freeh Water Baths, Douche, Shower, &c. 

jrMdacriptint Ihrtf </ Jfaiwtfer, ILFRACOMBE, NORTH DEVON. 

The attractionB of Ilfracorabe, and the places of interest in 
the neighbourhood, point to it ss the natural centre to be chosen 
b; the Tourist who deuies to see with comfort all the beauties 
of Coast and Inland Sceneiy which North Devon afibids. There 
is also«aB7 access into South Devon and ComwalL Tlie means 
of oommnuioation b; Bailroad and Steamboat are most complete. 



c 



